
Taree City Library — Not Your Average Library
You 'd  be tte r g e t d o w n  h e re  . . .  it's so  c o o l!  —  perhap s not yo u r 

average co m m en t about a lib ra ry  from  a s ixteen -year-o ld  youth  

ta lk ing  on h is m o b ile  —  but then again this is not yo u r average 

library .
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G rea te r Taree C ity  L ib ra ry 's  cen tra l lib ra ry  is the first o f a n e w  

generation  o f p u b lic  lib ra rie s  for the M an n in g  V a lle y , 3 0 0  

k ilom etres north o f Syd n ey  on the N S W  coast. Taree's lead ing  

edge lib ra ry  fa c il ity  op ened  on 3 Janu ary  2 0 0 7  and  tw o  n ew  

branches w il l  open in 2 0 0 8 .

The new  b u ild in g  has p ro v id ed  a s ig n ifica n t in c re ase  in floo r sp ace  

(from  4 8 0 m 2 to 1 1 6 8 m 2) and  th is has e n ab led  the e xp an s io n  of 

se rv ice s to a m ore ap p ro p ria te  le ve l. For e xa m p le , the n um ber 

o f p u b lic  a cce ss  co m p ute rs  has grow n from  1 I to 2 9  and  p u b lic  

Internet hours have gone through the roof!

But even m ore g ratify ing  is the creatio n  o f an am b ien t, w e lc o m in g  

sp ace  w h ere  m em bers o f ou r co m m u n ity  c le a r ly  feel at hom e 

and often ve rb a lise  th is sen tim ent.

W h a t w e re  the keys to th is bu ild in g 's success?

• a d eta iled  an a ly s is  of w o rk  p ractices & O H S  issues w h ich  

flow ed  into purpose designed  jo in e ry

• high p rio rities g iven  to both aesthetics and m arketing

• lib ra ry  staff being the key m em bers o f the in te rio r design 

team .

W h a t features m ake Taree L ib ra ry  so sp ecia l?

• the g en rifica tion  of a ll co lle c tio n s

• lounge areas o ve rlo o k ing  the park for 'b ro w sin g ' 

non-fiction

• in n ovative  raked sh e lf design —  featuring  d esig ner end 

pane ls for m arketing  and cen tre  in -fill pane ls p u re ly  for 

aesthetics

• su b ject signage —  retail sty le  —  on eve ry  bay

• u nco n ven tio n a l sh e lv in g  layout w h ich  en courages 

exp lo ra to ry  jo u rn e ys through the lib rary

• bo ld  them e signage rather than d irectio n a l signs

• c ircu la tio n  desk w ith  lam in ate  of lo ca l n ew spap er 

c lip p in g s

• stunn ing  m ura ls in the ch ild re n 's  co rn e r and  d ed ica ted  

youth sp ace .

The response from  the co m m u n ity  to the n ew  Taree L ib ra ry  has 

been one of great e xc item en t, w ith  an in crease  in lib ra ry  v is ita tion  

of 3 4 % ; loans up by 2 6 %  and 2 ,5 0 0  n ew  m em bers jo in in g  in the 

first s ix  m onths. To quote another satisfied  cu sto m er: 'I w ish  I 

co u ld  m ove in h e re !'.
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• a c le a r  co m m itm e n t from  our lib ra ry  strateg ic p lan  to 

d eve lop  m ore use r-frien d ly  lib ra ries

Innovative Spaces @ Curtin University Library
W h e n  the u n ive rs ity  lib ra ry  c lo sed  its 

b ind e ry  in 2 0 0 4 , it re leased  p rim e  sp ace  

w ith in  the b u ild in g  in a ve ry  busy  a ccess 

area . R espo nd ing  to c lie n t feed b ack  and 

studies in d ica tin g  the im p o rtan ce  of so c ia l 

sp ace  for students, the Lounge @ your 

lib rary®  took form  and  w as  opened  in 

m id -2 0 0 5 .

Th e  Lounge w as d esigned  as a m u lt i

purpose area  ca te ring  to student needs, 

in p a rticu la r p ro v id in g  a p la ce  for 

in te rn ationa l students to gather. There  

are fa c ilit ie s  for food and  d rin k , d a ily  

new sp ap ers , a n o tice  bo ard , te le v is io n , 

com p uters , ca su a l seating  areas and 

k itchen  fa c il it ie s  so that the sp ace  can  

be used for student even ts and lib rary  

fun ctio ns .

In Septem b er 2 0 0 7 , the lib ra ry  in troduced  

a n e w  se rv ic e  using  sp ace  ad jacen t to the 

Lounge <® your lib rary® . A  N ew sroom  has 

n ow  been fitted w ith  a large screen  p lasm a 

te le v is io n  and severa l com fo rtab le  ch a irs 

for w a tch in g  fore ign  language n e w s .T h is  

a llo w s  c lie n ts  to ca tch  up w ith  n ew s from  

overseas and  a lso  he lps those studying  a 

fore ign  language o r cu ltu re , w ith  program s 

ru nn in g  co n tin u o u s ly  

throughout the lib rary 's  

o p en ing  hours.

The lib ra ry  is cu rre n tly  

d eve lo p in g  ad d itio n a l 

e xc it in g , f le x ib le

lea rn ing  sp ace  that w ill 

a llo w  c lie n ts  to in teract 

w ith  lib ra ry  staff as

w e ll as o ther students and acce ss  lib ra ry  

resources and state-of-the-art techno logy. 

W o rk  w il l co m m e n ce  o ve r the sum m er 

b reak , w ith  the new  area to open  in mid-

2 0 0 8 .
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