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Wollongong: From Bunker to Beauty
BBHRBS&SS

A  transfo rm ation  is tak ing  p lace  at the 

U n iv e rs ity  of W o llo n g o n g  L ib rary . A n 

extens io n  to the b u ild in g  is add ing  2 ,0 0 0  

sq uare  m etres of sp ace  across three floo rs 

and v is u a lly  ch ang in g  the t’agade from  a 

h eavy  b u n ke r to a lig h t-filled , transparent 

sp ace .

A s the extens io n  p ro ject progresses, the 

im p act on both the e x te rio r and in te rio r 

are  in c re a s in g ly  e v id e n t.

Th e  p eb b lecre te

slabs that w e re  su s­

pended  o ve r the top 

floor and  ap peared  to 

press the b r ick  w a lls  

into the g round have 

been rem oved . A  

num b er o f sm a ll sh rubs 

and  trees o b scu rin g  the 

b u ild in g  have gone . A  

soarin g  p o rtico  roo f n ow  provides shade 

for the upper floo rs . The  bu ild in g  itse lf is 

no longer n o nd escrip t; it now  dom inates 

its sp ace  at the heart of the cam p us.

From  the in s id e , v istas to the cam p us and 

beyond  open up. The  fo rm er b rick  w a lls  

in c lu d e d  slit w in d o w s  m ore ap prop ria te  

to a m ed ieva l fortress, m ak in g  stack  areas 

dark  and re lian t on o verhead  lighting . 

Th ese  have been rep laced  w ith  g lazed  

w a lls  on the northern  and eastern sides 

p ro v id ing  natura l light for group and 

in d iv id u a l study sp aces .

The e n tran ce  has been reorien ted  to the 

north , lead ing  c lie n ts  in to  the b u ild in g  

from  a paved  m eeting  area  w h e re  a 

num b er o f m a jo r pa thw ays co n ve rg e .

A  co ffee  shop w ith in  the b u ild in g  w ill 

e n live n  th is co m m u na l sp ace . O v e ra ll , 

the extension  w il l a llo w  for an ad d itio n a l 

10 0  com p uter w o rksta tions and  3 0 0  extra 

study seats. G ro u p  study room s have been 

exp an d ed  and study spaces p ro v id ed  for 

postgraduate students and a c a d e m ic  staff. 

Sh e lv in g  sp ace  has been reorgan ised  and 

an in ternal lin k  bu ilt betw een  the lib rary  

and  the un iversity 's  com p uting  cen tre .

The  cu rren t phase  w il l 

see the g round  level 

co m p le te ly  redesigned . 

L ike  an en tran t in a 

m akeover show , the 

lib ra ry  is m ak in g  strides 

tow ards a transfo rm ation  

and a ll w il l be revea led  

in Feb ruary 2 0 0 8 .

F e lic ity  M cG regor 
U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra r ia n  

U n iv e rs ity  o f W o llongong  
fe lic ity _m cg re g o r@ u o w .e d u .au

Charles Darwin University Library Learning Precinct
T h e  C a su a rin a  C a m p u s Learn ing  P re c in c t 

is an in it ia t ive  o f the C h a rle s  D a rw in  

U n iv e rs ity  (C D U ) L ib ra ry  funded  by a grant 

from  the D ep artm ent o f Edu cation , S c ie n ce  

and  T ra in in g 's C a p ita l D eve lo p m en t Pool, 

to red eve lo p  the b u ild in g  into an e xc it in g , 

te ch n o lo g y-e n ab le d , f le x ib le  lea rn ing  

sp ace  w ith  a m ix  of e le c tro n ic  and 

p h ys ica l reso urces a va ila b le  to c lien ts  as 

w e ll as a range of support staff on hand . 

Th e  g round  floo r o f the b u ild in g  has been 

redesigned  w ith  m odern  fu rn itu re , co lo u rs  

and  lighting  and the latest in techno log y 

in c lu d in g  w ire le ss  co ve rag e  for the w h o le  

b u ild in g . The sp ace  is designed  to support 

c lie n ts ' f le x ib le  lea rn ing  using cutting- 

edge techno log y, o n-hand  learn ing  and 

te c h n ic a l support, and  m odern  lea rn ing  

sp ace  design  p r in c ip le s .

C D U  has a ve ry  broad/d iverse  student 

p ro file , w h ic h  has created  certa in  

ch a lle n g e s  in en su rin g  that the resources, 

fa c il it ie s  and se rv ice s  o f the Learn ing  

P re c in c t have the c a p a c ity  to support the 

le a rn in g  needs of th is student base.

Th e  P re c in c t, w h ic h  op ened  in Feb ruary 

2 0 0 5 , is supported  by a 'one-stop'

integrated se rv ice  desk w h ic h  is staffed at 

a ll tim es that the p re c in c t is op en . Staffing  

in c lu d e s  a m ix  o f L ia iso n  L ib ra r ian s , C lie n t 

S e rv ice  O ffic e rs  and  a Learn ing  P re c in c t 

O ffice r, w h o  p ro v id e  te ch n ica l support 

and ass istan ce  at the po in t o f need.

Th e  P re c in c t is id e a lly  p o sition ed  on 

the ground floo r of the u n ive rs ity  lib ra ry  

in the cen tre  o f the cam p u s. Th e  m ain  

au d ito riu m , cen tra l teach in g  b lo ck  and 

student fa c ilit ie s  —  cafe , bo okshop , post 

o ffice  etc . —  are c lo se  by.

PCs in the P re c in c t have a w id e  range o f 

so ftw are  in c lu d in g  e m a il, Internet, w o rd  

p rocessing , and m u ltim e d ia  ap p lica tio n s  

—  som e have scan n e rs . A ll PCs have 

C D  w rite rs  and U S B  ports. F le x ib le  use 

of sp ace  is e n h an ce d  through w ire le ss  

techno logy, a tab let PC  lend ing  se rv ic e  

and the option  for students to bring  th e ir 

ow n  laptops into the P re c in c t and  w o rk  

an yw h e re  w ith in  the b u ild in g .

Th e  in terna l layout is open p lan , using 

ve ry  fe w  so lid  w a lls . V ie w s  out o ve r a 

cre e k  bed garden on one s ide  and  the 

strand p ro v id e  a p leasing  co m b in a tio n  

o f v istas and textures. Th e  area  p rovides 

a m ix  of f le x ib le  study sp aces for 

in d iv id u a ls  and groups to u nd ertake  range 

o f d ifferent study req u irem ents . P rin ting  

and  p ho toco py ing  fa c ilit ie s  are in c lo se  

p ro x im ity  to the w orksta tion s and  the 

se rv ice  desk.

In M arch  2 0 0 7  a second  Lea rn in g  P re c in c t 

w as  opened  at the Palm erston C am p u s 

L ib ra ry  and fu rther d eve lo p m ents are 

p lan ned  for our th ird  cam p u s lib ra ry  in 

A lic e  Springs.
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