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O n W ednesday 10 January, T w ila  H err 

passed away peace fu lly after a long bat

tle  w ith  m u ltip le  sclerosis. She made a 

significant and distinguished con tribu tion 

to both the theory and practice o f librar- 

ianship as a cataloguer, a teacher, and as 

a researcher. Her particu lar contributions 

were to ch ildren 's literature; in fo rm ation 

needs and service provision for the disa

bled, particu larly the aged; and in the area 

o f cata loguing and classification through 

her w ork on the Australian Com m ittee on 

Cataloguing (ACOC).

Tw ila had form al qua lifica tions in librar- 

iansh ip  and educa tion  to  post-masters 

and Masters level respectively. She in i

tia lly  worked in cata loguing in university 

lib raries in the USA, where she met her 

husband Richard. Her first library position 

in Australia was as serials cataloguer in the 

Menzies Library at the Australian National 

University. In 1973, Twila moved to Tas

mania, becom ing serials cataloguer at the 

Tasmanian College of Advance Education 

at M ount Nelson. From 1974 to 1976 she 

was readers' adviser at theTCAE, and at 

the same tim e  the part-tim e lib ra rian  at 

Jane Franklin Hall, a residential college at 

the University o f Tasmania.

In  memory o f Lyn M cIn tosh
Lyn M cIntosh, form er Palmerston C ity Li

brarian, passed away in November 2005. 

Lyn was a respected member o f the ALIA 

Top End group . She gave en thus ias tic  

presentations at the ALIA Top End Sympo

siums in 2003 and 2004 and many m em

bers were associated w ith  Lyn during her 

tim e w o rk ing  w ith  library services in the 

Northern Territory at Jabiru Public Library, 

Northern Territory Library and Palmerston 

C ity Library.

M embers o f the ALIA Top End group ex

pressed an interest and com m itted to co

o rd in a tin g  a com m em ora tive  pro jec t in 

m em ory o f Lyn. Ideas were brainstormed 

as to  w hat an appropria te pro ject m ight 

be and the g roup  dec ided  to o ffe r an 

a rtw o rk  to the Palmerston C ity  C ounc il 

in m em ory o f Lyn's co n trib u tio n  to  the 

N o rth e rn  T e rrito ry  lib ra ry  com m u n ity . 

The Palmerston C ity  C o un c il accepted 

the o ffer o f the donation to be insta lled 

in the new  Palmerston P ub lic  L ibrary.

Ms Andrea McKey (local craftsperson, l i 

brarian and friend o f Lyn's) was consulted. 

Andrea designed and then crafted a sculp

ture o f k iln -fired glass in hot colours in a 

patchwork design. Neil C o lle tt (Lyn's part

ner) contributed the Brazilian cedar frame 

and assisted in erecting the 150 x 40 cm 

sculpture.

A soiree was held in Novem ber 2006 to 

unveil the sculpture at the Palmerston Pub

lic Library. The event was attended by 30 

guests, w ho shared the ir stories about Lyn 

and revelled in the beauty of the artwork.

The artwork honours Lyn's memory from  

all Northern Territory libraries, staff and 

clients.

Linda Marchesani

2006 Convenor, ALIA Top End group

Andrea McKey and Neil Collett with the 
memorial sculpture at Palmerston Library

In 1976 , T w ila  

was appointed as 

a lectu rer in the 

School o f Librarianship at the Tasmanian 

College o f Advanced Education, beginning 

her career as a gifted and popular teacher. 

Her love o f learn ing was in fectious and 

she was keenly aware how  im portan t it 

was to make learning fun -  something her 

students all appreciated. Tw ila was able 

to engage her students through her va ri

ous research interests, inc lud ing prov id ing 

lib rary services to meet the needs o f the 

aged and o f the disabled elderly.

She published extensively on services for 

ch ildren, on line  searching, ch ild ren 's  l i t 

erature and com puters in school lib ra ry  

adm in istra tion, prin t-hand icapped users, 

users w ith  specia l needs and the aged. 

W h ile  her research interests were broad, 

the underlying theme is im proving library 

services to the disadvantaged. This social 

concern and awareness was always an im 

portant part o f her professionalism.

Twila worked un tiring ly  for the profession 

at the state and national levels o f the As

sociation. O ver the years she was secre

tary, treasurer, v ice -pres ident, president 

and Branch C o u n c illo r o f the Tasmanian

Branch. A t national level, she served 

on the executive o f the University and 

C o llege  L ib ra ry  Section and as the 

Tasmanian General C ounc illo r. The LAA 

N om inating Com m ittee and the Board o f 

Education also benefited from  her experi

ence. She became a Life M em ber o f the 

Association in 1989.

In addition to her involvem ent w ith  ALIA 

and her w ork as a teacher and researcher, 

she held a number of positions on the Aus

tralian Advisory committee on Bibliograph

ic Services (AACOBS) and its successor the 

Australian C ouncil o f Libraries and Infor

m ation Services (ACLIS). This sustained 

professional com m itm ent and service was 

recognised in 1992 when ALIA  awarded 

Twila a Fellowship.

Twila Herr made a long and distinguished 

contribution to Australian librarianship and 

to the Association. She was com m itted to 

ach ieving qua lity  results in co-operation 

w ith  professional colleagues. Her vitality, 

warmth and passion for her profession w ill 

be sorely missed.
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