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'We a r e  just statistics, bom 
to consume resources.' 

H o r a c e  65 - 8  B C :  E p is t le s

E-learning investments prove 
positive
T h e  use o f e - le a rn in g  d o u b led  in the v o c a tio n a l and  te c h n ic a l 

e d u ca tio n  (V T E ) system  in 2 0 0 6 , a cco rd in g  to a nationa l su rvey  

c o n d u c te d  by th e  A u s t ra lia n  F le x ib le  L e a rn in g  F ra m e w o rk . 

E- learn ing  a lso  seem s to be va lu a b le  in in creas in g  the sk ills  and 

e m p lo ym e n t p rospects o f students. The  su rvey  m easured  the use, 

im p act and uptake of e- lea rn ing  w ith in  V T E . Th e  su rvey  revea led  

th at 17  per ce n t o f v o c a t io n a l an d  te c h n ic a l e d u ca tio n  n o w  

in vo lve s  som e form  o f e -learn ing . The o ve rw h e lm in g  m ajo rity  (85 

p e r cen t) o f te ach e rs  and  tra iners use e - le a rn in g  in som e fo rm . 

T e a c h e rs  a re  n o w  sta rting  to use four o r f ive  d iffe ren t types of 

e - le a rn in g  too ls , not ju st on e  or tw o .

To v iew  the full 2 006  e-learning survey visit: http://e-learningindicators. 

flex ib le learn ing .net.au/pdf/benchm arking_report2006.pdf

The  A u stra lian  B ureau  o f Statistics (A B S ) is letting us reverse  

H o race 's  rem ark about the purpose o f our e x is te n ce : w e  can  n ow  

co n su m e  statistics, as last N ovem ber the A B S  m ade a banq uet of 

over 4 0 0 0  m ore titles free ly  a va ilab le  on its w eb s ite .

The  m ateria l is m a in ly  h is to r ica l, and in c lu d e s a ll n ationa l and 

reg ional titles re leased  1 9 9 4 -1 9 9 7 . Year Books fo r A ustra lia  and 

the states are  now  a v a ila b le  o n - lin e  from  1 9 9 4  to the p resent. 

It took  fo u r years  to p re p are  a ll the m ate ria l and  co n ve rt  o ld  

scan ned  im ages into pdf f ile s , but the result is an am az in g  array 

o f data for anyone  w o rk in g  in so c ia l or e co n o m ic  h istory.

You are invited to submit abstracts addressing 
the electronic management of information in 
the changing library, information and cultural 
services environment The closing date for 
abstract submission is 30 April 2007.

For further information go to: 
www.vala.org.au/conf2008.htm

LIB R A R IES  / CHANGING SPACES, VIRTUAL PLACES

14th Biennial n t----- \
Conference & Exhibition \  \

A wide range of 
sponsorship and

5-7  February 2008
Melbourne Exhibition 
& Convention Centre
Australia

exhibition opportunities 
is available. Please 
contact the VALA2008 
Conference Organiser 
on info@wsm.com.au
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