
As more graphic 
novels appear 
in US libraries, 
so do challenges
U S  l ib ra r ie s  a re  in c re a s in g ly  fa c in g  

c o m p la in t s  f ro m  p a re n ts  w h o  a re  

co n ce rn ed  that g raph ic  nove ls w ith  adult 

content cou Id be read by ch i Idren attracted 

to the c o m ic  bo ok-like  d raw in gs . The 

A m e ric an  L ib ra ry  A sso c ia tio n  know s of 

at least 14 ch a lleng es to g raph ic  nove ls 

in U S  lib raries over the past tw o o r three 

years .

R e a d  m o re  a b o u t A m e r ic a n  l ib r a ry  

c h a lle n g e s  and  g ra p h ic  n o ve ls  on  the 

net: A m e rican  L ib ra ry  A sso c ia tio n : http:// 

w w w .a la .o rg ; N ationa l C o a lit io n  A ga inst 

C en so rsh ip : h ttp ://w w w .ncac .o rg ; C o m ic  

B o o k  Legal D e fe n se  Fu n d : h ttp ://w w w . 

cb ld f.o rg ; M arsh a ll P u b lic  L ib ra ry : http:// 

w w w . m ars.

For an A ustra lian  perspective  on g raph ic  

nove ls , see the lin ks co lle c te d  at C a m illa  

E llio t 's  c o m p re h e n s iv e  s ite  L in k in g  fo r 

Learn ing , w h ic h  is found at h ttp ://w w w .

lin k in g fo rle a rn in g .c o m / le ts _ re a d / in d e x . 

h tm l. S c ro ll d o w n  to the 2 0  o r so lin ks 

on  th e  s u b je c t  c o v e r in g  e v e ry th in g  I 

co u ld  th ink  of. A m ong  the lin ks is one to 

Sea lig ht, h ttp ://w w w .se a lig h t.co m .au / , a 

sp e c ia lise d  A ustra lian  g raph ic  novel ad 

v ic e  and a c q u is it io n s  se rv ic e  run by an 

e x- lib ra r ian .

In the b lo g o sp h ere , R ea l P u b lic  L ib ra r

ian  had at least one post in 2 0 0 6  about 

g raph ic novels (see http://paradigm library. 

b lo g sp o t.co m /2 0 0 6 /0 5 /g ra p h ic -n o v e ls -  

m ad e-easy .h tm l). I find  it re a lly  reassur

ing that in A ustra lia  there doesn't appear 

to be a local eq u iva len t of the endless US 

stories about adu lts w h o  w an t to rem ove 

H a rry  Potter books from  the sh e lves be

cau se  they are e xp o sing  ch ild re n  to pa

g an ism . (I hope I'm  not w ro n g  here .)

H o w e ve r, if you do find  yo u rse lf  fac in g  

com p la ints , a useful form  to help m anage 

cha llenges to lib rary  m ateria ls is ava ilab le  

from  L in k s  for L e a rn in g  at h ttp ://w w w . 

lin k in g fo rle a rn in g .co m /le ts_re ad / . (C lick  

on the link  ca lled  'C h a llen ged  library m a

te ria ls  appeal -  sam p le  fo rm '.))

(B ased  on an A sso c ia te d  P ress report, 

N o vem b er 2006, w ith  a d d it io n a l 

rep o rtin g  by e d ito r ia l sta ff.)

UK review of intellectual property
In e a r ly  D e ce m b e r 2 0 0 6 , the C o w e rs  

R e v ie w  o f  In te llectua l P rop erty  w as released 

by the B ritish  governm ent. The Report's 

author, A n d re w  C o w e rs , w as appointed 

in D ecem b er 2 0 0 5  to lead an independent 

re v ie w  o f the U K 's  in te llectua l property 

re g im e .C IL IP : the Chartered  Institute of 

L ibrary and Inform ation  Pro fessiona ls and 

LA C A : the Lib raries and A rch ives Copyright 

A llia n c e  w e lco m e d  the Report -  but w ith  

som e reservations.

C I L I P  a g re e d  w i t h  th e  R e p o r t 's  

c o n te n t io n  th a t " C o p y r ig h t  c a n  be 

v ie w e d  as a 'c o n tra c t ' b e tw e e n  righ ts 

o w n e rs  and  so c ie ty  fo r the  p u rp o se  o f 

in ce n tiv is in g  c re a t iv ity "  (Para 4 .2 6 ) . Th e  

use of in fo rm ation  and its protection  are 

im p o rtan t, b e n e fit in g  both in fo rm a tio n  

users and  co p y rig h t h o ld e rs , as w e ll as 

so c ie ty  in g enera l -  a b a la n ce d  reg im e 

encourages respect for c o p y r ig h t .

B a rb a ra  S tra t to n , S e c re ta ry  to L A C A  

and  C l LI P's S e n io r  C o p y r ig h t  A d v is e r  

com m ented  "Th e  R e v ie w  recogn ises that 

lib ra r ie s  and  a rc h iv e s  need  e x c e p t io n s  

to co p yrig h t w h ic h  are fit for the d ig ita l 

age in o rd e r to fu lf i l l  th e ir  m is s io n  to 

p reserve  hum an  k n o w le d g e  and  d e live r 

acce ss  to it. Yet w e  th in k  it co u ld  have 

gone further in som e areas . W e  are ve ry  

c o n c e rn e d  that c o n tra c ts  can  o v e rr id e  

exceptions to copyright. O u r w o rk  is often 

thw arted  by D ig ita l R ights M anagem en t 

System s (D R M S) and w e  w o u ld  have liked

to h ave  seen  m o re  d o n e  to iron  out 

va riou s an om alies in the U K 's copyright 

le g is la tio n  a ffectin g  lib ra r ie s , a rch ive s  

and m useum s."

Th e  R e v ie w  reco m m en d s that lib ra ries 

be a llo w e d  to c o p y  an d  fo rm at sh ift 

m aster cop ies o f a ll c lasses o f w o rks in 

w h a te ve r fo rm at fo r a rc h iv a l purposes 

(R ecom m endations 10a and 10b). C IL IP  

and LA C A  hope that th is sensib le  reform 

can  be extended  to a llo w  lib ra ries and 

a rch ive s to co p y  a rtis tic  w o rks o r from  

m u ltim ed ia  products on beh a lf o f users. 

T h e  R e v ie w  has re co g n ise d  the need 

fo r m ore  w id e - ra n g in g  e x c e p tio n s  in 

e d uca tio n , e sp e c ia lly  for the benefit of 

d is ta n ce  le a rn e rs , m an y  o f w h o m  are 

d isab led .

O rp h an  w o rks , co n tracts  and  licen ses , 

te rm  o f p ro te c t io n  an d  D R M s  a re  

a ls o  d is c u s s e d . T h e  R e v ie w  f irm ly  

re c o m m e n d s  th a t  th e  U K  an d  the 

European Com m ission  should not extend 

the copyright term  in sound recordings. 

The R ev iew  acknow ledged  that there are 

prob lem s w ith  D R M S , but regrettably is 

silent on how  these might be am eliorated 

for lib raries and a rch ives .

Inform ation on the report and links to the 

fu ll text are ava ilab le  at h ttp ://w ww .hm - 

tre a s u ry .g o v .u k / in d e p e n d e n t_ re v ie w s/  

g o w e rs _ re v ie w _ in te ! le c tu a l_ p ro p e rty /  

g o w e rs re v ie w jn d e x .c fm .
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