
Voice
technologies

a i d  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h e a r i n g  

i m p a i r m e n t s

In 2006 Su nsh in e  C o ast T A F E  rece ive d  $2 7  5 0 0  for its E-interpret 

p ro je c t from  the In c lu s iv e  e -Le a rn in g  P ro je c t o f th e  A u s tra lian  

F le x ib le  Learn ing  F ram e w o rk . Students w ith  hearing  im p airm ents 

w il l be testing  in n o va tive  v o ic e  reco g n itio n  te ch n o lo g y , w h ic h  

w il l he lp  o ve rco m e  b a rrie rs to e d u ca tio n  and em p lo ym e n t. 

E-in terpret a im s to research  a range o f 're a l t im e ’ v o ic e  reco g ­

n ition  so ftw are  and  test it on  studen ts w h o  a re  d e a f o r have  a 

hearing  im p a irm ent. S u n sh in e  C o ast T A FE  D ire c to r o f Learn ing  

S e rv ice s , F rancis H o w e s , sa id  cu rre n tly  student p a rtic ip a tio n  on 

cam p us depends on the a tte n d an ce  o f an in terpreter. W ith  vo ice  

recognition  techno logy, as the teacher speaks the w o rd s are inter­

preted and d isp layed  stra ight aw a y  on the stu den t’ s sc re e n . Le c ­

tures can  then be up lo aded  onto th e T A FE 's  lea rn ing  m anagem ent 

system  so students can  go b a ck  to the lesson  and learn  at th e ir 

ow n  p ace , c reating  a usefu l re so u rce  for a ll students. E-in terpret 

w il l p ilo t vo ice  recog n ition  so ftw are  w ith  five  students in a range 

o f voca tio n a l and te ch n ica l e d u ca tio n  areas , such  as w o rk-based  

ap p ren ticesh ip s as w e ll as on cam p us.

Sunshine Coast TAFE Disability Services Co-ordinator Brett 
Thomson and TAFE student Nicole Duncan try out hand-held  
technology to assist hearing-im paired students. Nicole is 
profoundly deaf but that hasn't stopped the Caloundra resident 
from studying Aged Care a t Sunshine Coast TAFE.

Resource _ p. r
o n  t h e  D e a t

c o m m u n i t y

G riffith  U n iv e rs ity 's  C e n tre  for A p p lie d  Stud ies in D ea fn ess has 

p roduced  a set of re so u rces d escrib in g  the life and language of 

s ign ing  D e a f p eo p le . T h e  'D e a f  S tud ies P rog ram ' co n sis ts  o f a 

cu rr ic u lu m  d o cum en t, teach e rs ' gu ide , seven  v id e o s (soon to be 

ava ilab le  on D V D ) and a C D -R O M  conta in ing  activ it ie s  related to 

the videos. The  C en tre  hopes m any people in the co m m u n ity  w il l 

use these m ateria ls  (e sp e c ia lly  the v ideos , w h ic h  can  be bought 

separate ly  and in d iv id u a lly ) to gain  a better understand ing  o f the 

lives , a c tiv it ie s  and h isto ry  of a u n ique  A u stra lian  co m m u n ity .

Fo r m ore in fo rm a tio n  co n tact E m e ritu s  P ro fe sso r Des P o w er 

AM , d .p o w e r@ g riffith .e d u .a u . A  P o w e rP o in t p re se n ta tio n  ab o ut 

th e  m a te ria ls  can be v ie w e d  o n lin e  a t h ttp :/ /w w w .g r iff ith .e d u . 

au/centre/casd/.

A better way to find 
out-of-print books...?

B ib liO Z The Book Search W izard at 

www.biblioz.com
gives you and your library access to more than 
40 million out of print and antiquarian books 

from thousands of booksellers worldwide. 
W e offer ALIA  members and related 
organisations a 15% trade discount 

on credit account with tax invoices for GST 
compliance and discounted shipping.

B ib liO Z .c o m  is p ro d u c e d  b y  A u stra lia 's  lea d in g  sea rch  

se rv ic e  fo r  o u t o f  p r in t  b o o k s  s in c e  7 9 9 4 .
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L ib ra r^ —-

L i b r a r y  a n d  i n f o r ­

m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  

c o n s u l t a n c y .  F r e s h ,  

p r a g m a t i c ,  e f f e c t i v e .  

T a c t i c a l  p l a n n i n g ,  

t e c h n o l o g y  m a n ­

a g e m e n t ,  s e r v i c e  

i m p r o v e m e n t .  

P r o v i n g  l i b r a r y  

v a l u e .  I n f o r m a t i o n ?  

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  

S h e r r e y  Q u i n n  o r  

I a n  M c C a l l u m  

o n  ( 0 2 )  6 2 5 7  9 1 7 7

v v w w . l i b r a r i e s a l i  v  e  . c o m .  a n
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