
ER A : the p o w e r  of working to g e th e r
E lectron ic  Resources A ustra lia  (ERA ) 
can help lib raries provide im m ediate 
access to their c lien ts s im p ly  and 
m ore affordably.

L ib r a r ie s  m a k e  a s ig n i f ic a n t  
contribution to the com m unity  by 
giving their c lients free access to 
o n line  inform ation that has been 
identified as being of national interest. 
N egotiating co llab o ra tive ly  and 
harnessing the co llec tive  experience  
of libraries on e-resource licensing , 
ERA can m ake this process even 
easier.

But o n ly  w ith  strong, national lib rary  
partic ipation  and support of A ustra lian  

lib raries can ERA  ach ieve  the greatest 
benefits to lib raries and their c lien ts . 
By partic ip ating  you are low ering  

the costs of these products as w e ll 
as increasing  access to authoritative 
resources to meet the needs of 
A ustra lians.

O ve r 200  lib raries and consortium s 
have a lready jo ined  ERA  w ith  over 
900  product subscrip tions to the 
n ine q ua lity  products that have 
been selected for the first phase of 
ERAThis m eans that ap p ro xim ate ly  6 
m illio n  A ustra lians now  have access 
to these products through ERA .

The products on offer are from  the 
areas of health , general reference, and 
A ustra lian  business new s. For all these 
products, subscription term s such as 
un lim ited  use on-site; remote use by 
registered staff and patrons using an 
agreed authentication system ; use 
w ith in  v irtual reference serv ices; and 
use for ILL/D ocum ent Supply, have 
a lready been negotiated for lib raries . 
These term s and cond itions, as w e ll 
as p ric ing , are contained in the Head 
Deed contracts w ith  vendors http:// 
era.nla.gov.au/product_list/

It is easy to jo in  ERA . Lib raries 
can opt-in at any tim e by quoting 
the re levant Head Deed in their 

purchase order arrangem ents w ith  
the vendor. A ll vendors offer free 
product tria ls for between 4 and 6 
w eeks, a llo w in g  lib raries to try before 
they buy. Participating lib raries are 
also listed on the ERA  w ebsite  for 
the inform ation of interested lib raries 
as w e ll as to encourage professional 
netw orking and co llab o ra tio n .O ve r 
tim e the product panel w ill expand 
to inc lud e more products w ith  
national interest. The ERA  Execu tive  
Com m ittee is cu rrently  rev iew ing  
selection  of additional items and w ill 
be seeking input from lib raries as part

of this process. A ll ERA  m em bers 
purchasing e lectro n ic  resources 
through arrangem ents offered 
through ERA can have their say on the 
p o licy  and d irection  of ERA , and are 
w e lco m e to participate in the annual 
M em bersh ip  Forum.

The first forum  in M ay 2 0 0 8 , 
w ill p rovide m em bers w ith  the 
opportunity to d iscuss and have input 
into issues such as the process for the 
selection  of new  products, m arketing 
and prom otion , d iscussing  new  
developm ents w h ile  sharing ideas 
and exp eriences . Further details for 
m em bers w ill be ava ilab le  soon.

If you are interested in jo in in g  
ERA in the new subscription cycle 
commencing 1 July 2008, you must 
register your interest betw een 25 
March and 29 April @ http://era.nla. 
gov.au/product_list/productpolls. 
html

Nikki Darby 
ERA Executive Officer 

ndarby@nla.gov.au

W h a t  i s  E R A ?

E le c t r o n ic  R e s o u r c e s  A u s t r a l ia  (E R A )  is  o p e n  to  a ll A u s t r a l ia n  l ib r a r ie s  an d  o f fe rs  a c o l la b o ra t iv e  

p u r c h a s in g  o p p o rtu n ity  to  p ro v id e  f r e e  p u b lic  a c c e s s  to  q u a lity  o n lin e  in fo rm a t io n  on h e a lth , 

g e n e ra l r e f e r e n c e ,  n e w s  an d  b u s in e s s .

H o w  c a n  m y  l i b r a r y  b e  p a r t  o f  E R A ?

You c a n  o p t in to  E R A  a t a n y t im e  an d  s u b s c r ib e  to  a n y  o f th e  n in e  e le c t ro n ic  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i la b le . 

L ib r a r ie s  w a n t in g  to  s u b s c r ib e  o r r e n e w  fro m  1 J u ly  2008 n e e d  to :

Go to  http://era.nla.gov.au/product_list/productpolls.htnil a n d  r e g is te r  y o u r  in te n tio n  to  jo in  

E R A  b y  29 A p r i l .  You  c a n  do th is  f ro m  25 M a rc h

^  C o n f irm  y o u r  d e c is io n  b y  9 M a y

M a k e  s u re  yo u  r e g is t e r  to  e n s u re  y o u r  lib r a r y  is  c o u n te d — th e  e x te n t  of A u s t r a l ia n  l ib r a ry  s u p p o r t  

m a y  in f lu e n c e  th e  f in a l s u b s c r ip t io n  p r ic e .

For more information

[x] era@nla.gov.au ^  era.nla.gov.au 0) 1800 182 937
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