
Webb's web
O ut o f th e  b o t t le
I've no t been too  in vo lved  in 

genea log ica l matters, but m y daughter 

is tak in g  advantage o f her tim e  in the 

UK to  chase up a few  extra deta ils o f 

the W ebb  fam ily . I was pleased to  com e

across http://www.geni.com and in v ite

her to  co n trib u te . I'd describe it as a

good little

... we may all be W eb 2.0

paying a surcharge to a p p l ic a t io n  

w ith  a
our ISPs to represent neat use o f

our personal a ccess ... Flash. N o

do ub t there

are others, bu t th is one is very easy to

use and the results are qu ite  attractive . 

H o w eve r I show ed this to  a frien d , and 

he's an IT spec ia lis t and a d e fin ite  d ig ita l 

im m ig ran t. H is response was tha t I was 

p u ttin g  a lo t o f in fo rm a tio n  abou t me and 

m y fa m ily  o u t there, trus ting  the system 

ow ners to  keep it secure. I d o n 't know  

the systems ow ners and I'm  not rea lly  

sure w here  they 're  located and w h a t 

the p rivacy  laws o f that ju r isd ic tio n . So, 

before you use th is  service o r som eth ing  

s im ilar, be sure tha t you 're  co m fo rta b le  

w ith  the risks invo lved .

an agreem ent w ith  the C om m onw ea lth  

to  c o lle c t an annual fee (based on a 

cou n t o f em ployees in departm ents and 

agencies) to represent staff access to 

m ateria l on the W eb tha t is sub ject to 

copyrigh t. There's a fee lin g  tha t there's 

no cop y rig h t on the W eb. W rong . 

Unless e x p lic it ly  stated otherw ise, a 

page or a p ic tu re  or a file  on a w ebsite  

is sub ject to copyrigh t. A nd  under the 

curren t leg is la tion, CAL is ab le to  c o lle c t 

fees fo r access to this m ateria l (at least 

on be ha lf o f A ustra lian publishers). They 

are cu rre n tly  nego tia ting  w ith  states 

and te rrito ries  a long the lines o f the 

agreem ent w ith  the C o m m onw ea lth , 

and I w o u ld n 't be surprised if they 

con tinu ed  on to o ther sectors. O ne  

day, w e  may a ll be paying a surcharge 

to ou r ISPs to represent ou r personal 

access to W eb m ateria l. If you 've  ever 

pub lished  anyth ing  persona lly  on the 

W eb, I'd suggest you jo in  CAL as soon 

as possib le. There's bound to be some 

m oney in it.

N am bour C hron ic le  o n lin e
A consortium  o f Q ueensland libraries 

and com m e rc ia l partners has b rought 

fifty  years o f a local N o rth  Coast 

new spaper to  the w o rld . The N a m bo ur 

C h ron ic le  from  1903-1953 has been 

d ig itised  and can be read in PDF fo rm  

at http://www.nambour-chronicle.com/ 
Free registration is requ ired (and a search 

o f the region's m ost fam ous in ha b itan t 

returns a good num ber o f hits).

A v is io n  fo r  A u s tra lia
The site fo r the Austra lia  2020  S um m it 

has been launched at http://www. 
australia2020.gov.au/ They're lo o k in g  

fo r subm issions now.

W rit in g  fo r  th e  M ob iles
I saw th is too l today http://www, 
google.com/gwt/n? and tried  it w ith  a 

few  websites that I know, to see how  

they 'd  look on a m o b ile  device. It's 

qu ite  in teresting, and means another 

step fo r the site deve lopm en t process, 

w h ich  o f course requires that the site be 

tested on a ll po pu la r browsers. I'm  s till 

check ing  to  see w hat standard they're

D o n 't fo rge t to  v is it m y b log  

http://www.alia.org.au/webbsblog

using to d isp lay  the con ten t, because 

from  the do cu m e n t 'G lo b a l A u th o rin g  

Practices fo r the M o b ile  W eb ' http:// 
www.passani.it/gap/ it looks like  there  

are a fe w  possib le  standards used by the 

m o b ile  phone  m anufacture rs.

U sefu l u s a b ility
Some in te resting  com m ents  from  

Jakob N ie lsen on u sa b ility : general 

user sk ills  are im p ro v in g , m any users 

are e x h ib it in g  advanced sk ills  (such as 

o p e n in g  m u ltip le  w in d o w s ) and m any 

are s till con fused w hen they com e to  a 

new  w ebs ite  and expect it to  w o rk  like  

the ones the y 're  used to. As to search, 

they 're  s till un ab le  (or u n w illin g )  to  

cop e  w ith  masses o f search results, and 

d o n 't appear to  be ab le  to  eva luate  sites' 

usefulness. H e s till recom m ends against 

o p e n in g  new  b row ser w in d o w s  fo r new  

links, w h ic h  is a h ig h ly  con ten tio us  

matter. I'd a llo w  it fo r po rta l sites o r 

fo r search eng ine  results pages, bu t no t 

m uch else. Have a lo ok  at 

http://www.useit.com /alertbox/user- 
skills.html

R em inder: $7 m illio n  o ffe re d  to  
em bed  e -le a rn in g

$7 m il lio n  o f fu n d in g  is ava ilab le  

to  industry, business and RTOs 

to  in tegra te e -lea rn in g  in to  the ir 

ed uca tion  and tra in in g  program s as 

part o f the 2 0 0 8  A ustra lian  F lex ib le  

Learn ing F ram ew ork Business Plan 

be tw een January and M ay 2008.

Fund ing  is also ava ilab le  to 

m a in ta in  and deve lop  a na tiona l 

poo l o f e -lea rn in g  resources, 

expertise , in fras truc tu re  and 

suppo rt ne tw orks.

To learn m ore abou t th is im p o rtan t 

fu n d in g  and ho w  you r organ isa tion  

can bene fit go to http://www. 
flexiblelearning.net.au and look 

fo r 'F u n d in g  O p p o rtu n itie s '.

Just one m o re  th in g  to  lea rn
James Robertson o f S teptw o Designs is 

one o f the m ore tho ugh tfu l peop le  

in the o n lin e  pu b lish in g  business, 

esp ec ia lly  in the area o f Intranets. In a 

recent pos ting  at http://www.steptwo. 
com .au/columntwo/archives/002764. 
html#002764 he makes a persuasive 

a rgum ent tha t the need to learn a new  

in te rface  w hen  using a w ik i can be a 

reason w h y  peop le  are u n w il lin g  to  

em brace th is  technology. W h e n  you 

com pare  the  process w ith  the extrem e ly  

s im p le  w ay tha t you can type  in a b log 

(like  W ordpress upon w h ich  th is  one is 

based) you can see w hat he means.

Is th e  W eb free?
The C o pyrig h t A gency L im ited  (CAL) 

has long  been know n as a c o lle c to r  o f 

fees fo r p h o toco py ing . You can read 

a ll abou t th is on the ir w ebs ite  http:// 
www.copyright.com.au/ W h a t you 

w o n 't  f in d  on the site is tha t they have
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