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B e c o m i n g
Queensland
It 's  h a rd  to  im a g in e  a t im e  w h e n  
Q u e e n s la n d  d id n 't  e x is t , but that is the 
starting po int for a n ew  v irtu a l e xh ib itio n , 
part o f the State L ib ra ry  o f Q u e e n s lan d 's  
Q 1 5 0  ce lebrations. B eco m in g  Q u een s la n d  
e x p lo re s  th e  s ta te 's  b e g in n in g s  fro m  
Proclam ation  in 1 859  to the 1 909  Jub ilee  
c e le b ra t io n s  as  a d y n a m ic  'w o rk  in 
progress'.

Th e  b eau ty  o f a v irtu a l e x h ib it io n  is that 
it c a n  be v is ite d  a g a in  an d  a g a in , from  
an yw here . A  s im p le  c lic k  o f a m ouse takes 
v is ito rs to stories about the people , p laces, 
in stitu tions, and lifesty les that have m ade 
Q u e e n s la n d  u n iq u e . T h e se  a re  w o v e n  
around the them es of H o p e , Taking Shape , 
Q u e e n s la n d  S ty le , and Turning Fifty.

T h e re  a re  m an y  s to rie s  to te ll ab o u t the 
m a k in g  o f B e c o m in g  Q u e e n s la n d . A s 
c u ra to r , I d e c id e d  to in v o lv e  sta ff from  
the State  L ib ra ry 's  H e rita g e  C o lle c t io n s . 
T h e ir expert kn o w led g e  w o u ld  en rich  the 
te llin g  and  bring  to light item s o n ly  they 
kn e w  of. At our first 'sh o w  and te ll', I saw  
h o w  v iv id ly  th e y  b ro ug ht h is to ry  to life  
and  d e c id e d  to add th e ir acco u n ts  to the 
e xh ib it io n .

Eve ry  item  in B e co m in g  Q u e e n s la n d  has 
its o w n  story to te ll. Som e sh o w  how  little 
tim es have chang ed . O th ers con ta in  secret 
stories w ith in  them  for us to u n rave l. A nd  
there are those that m ake us e xc la im , "Aha! 
So that's w h at h app ened !" E ve ryw h ere  w e  
fin d  m e m o rie s , su rp r ise s , e m o tio n s , and  
m ysteries.

T h e re  is th e  p a m p h le t  fro m  1 8 9 8  that 
in v ite s  yo u n g  B rit ish  w o m e n  to m o ve  to 
Q u e e n s la n d  w ith  th e  sam e  g o ve rn m e n t 
sp in used today to en co urag e  n e w co m e rs 
to th e  S m a rt  S ta te . T h e  I l lu m in a t e d  
A d d re sse s  p re se n te d  to v is it in g  p o lit ic a l 
d ig n ita r ie s  fo llo w  the fa m il ia r  lo b b y is ts ' 
p lo y  o f c o a t in g  h id d e n  a g e n d a s  w ith  
flattering  w o rd s .

A  s u r p r is e  fo r  a n y o n e  w h o  t h in k s  
Q u e e n s la n d  w a s  an  iso la te d  b a c k w a te r  
is th e  f lo w  o f in t e rn a t io n a l w r i t e r s ,  
in te llectuals , activ ists , and entertainers w ho  
v is ited  our state to sh are  ideas, e n jo y  ou r 
sp ecia l brand o f hosp ita lity , tuck into som e 
un ique lo ca l recipes, and re lax on the long 
cool verandas. Even the veranda cam e from 
another part o f the B ritish  Em pire .

A nyone w h o  spent hours in school d raw ing  
the Q u e e n s la n d  b o rd e r w il l  be in trigued  
to read  o f the  stru g g les that d e te rm in e d  
its ic o n ic  sh ap e , in c lu d in g  that a w k w a rd  
w estern  corner. There  is the terrib le  story of 
A ustra lia 's  w o rst natura l d isaster, C y c lo n e  
M ah in a , w h ic h  k ille d  o ve r 4 0 0  peo p le  in

1 8 9 9 . You can  a lso  find  out w h at shearers 
w e re  read in g  d uring  the 1 8 9 0  strikes , as 
w e ll as se e in g  th e  fam e d  La b o u r Party 
M anifesto .

B e h in d  a ll these  sto ries is the tragedy of 
th e  d e a th s  o f th o u sa n d s  o f In d ig e n o u s  
people during those fifty years of becom ing 
Q u e e n slan d . Yet their descendants rem ain  
a v ita l fo rce  today. O n  a s lip  o f pap er is 
a one hundred -year o ld  poem  d escrib in g  
their passing. N ext to it is a link  to YouTube 
show ing  a 'm odern  trad ition ' o f A borig ina l 
peo p le  w a lk in g  p ro ud ly  on th e ir country .

B e  su re  to  v is it  th is  b e a u t ifu l v ir tu a l 
e x h ib it io n  o n lin e  at http://www.slq.qld. 
gov.au/whats-on to  e x p lo re  a m a z in g  
im ages, read stories, do the a c tiv it ie s , and 
leave yo u r com m ents on the blog.

A n n a  H a e b ic h  
Q u e e n s la n d  S t a te  L ib r a r y 's  

h is to r ia n -in -r e s id e n c e  a n d  C u ra to r,  
Becoming Queensland 
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Ever get the feeling you're being ignored? That your 
product supplier is always busy with other clients? Well 
that won't happen with Abax Systems. Because accord
ing to Abax you are their one and only client. They work 
with you and work for you: they listen and they deliver. 
And after 25 years,they've got a rock solid reputation for 
understanding their clients objectives, responding with 
the best service and the best quality products.

P: 1300 300 369 
F: 1300 300 676 

E: info@abax.com.au 
w w w .a b a x .c o m .a u

Abax's Kingfisher Library range covers everything, from 
the front desk to back of house, and everything in 
between: shelving; furnishings and library consumables. 
From one shelf to an entire fitout, Abax has ail you need 
to create the ideal environment for your collections and 
for those who love them.

Contact us today for more information.

A b a x  S y s t e m s
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