
W e b s i t e  features 
w om en's c o l l e c t i o n s
In H e r  G ift : W om en P h ilan th rop ists in Austra lian  H is to ry  is a new  
e x h ib it io n  in the A u stra lian  W o m e n 's  A rc h iv e s  P ro je c t (A W A P ) 
S h o w case  at http://nfaw.org/women-s-history/. It features around 
4 0  w o m e n , in c lud in g  M ary E lizabeth  Fa irfax and D am e  Elisabeth 
M urd o ch , w h o  have g iven s ign ificant sum s o f m oney to charitab le  
cau se s s in ce  the late n ineteenth  century .

A W A P  w as set up to encourage w om en and w om en 's organisations 
to d isco ve r and preserve their stories by depositing  the ir records in 
a rch ives and lib ra ries . It a im s to co ve r the less w e ll-k n o w n  stories 
such  as the lib ra ria n , trade un ion ist, and fe m in is t Jean A rn o t and 
A b o r ig in a l a rch iv is t Lo ris W ill ia m s .

T h e  p ro je c t co n d u c ts  o r ig in a l research  and  m ake s it a v a ila b le  
through the on line  Austra lian  W om en's Register and the Show case  
w h ich  ce lebrates themed groups of w om en . S ince  b iograph ies and 
h is to rica l essays are lin ked  to pub lished  and  a rch iva l resources, 
A W A P  p rov ides an op portun ity  for lib ra rie s  of a ll k inds to m ake 
c o lle c t io n s  re lating  to w om en  and w o m en 's o rg an isa tion s m ore 
a c c e s s ib le  to a b road  a u d ie n c e . T h e  w e b s ite  re c e iv e s  35  0 0 0  
v is ito rs  a m onth .

T h e  S h o w c a se  p ro v id es a rt ic le s  on h is to r ica l th em es and  lin ks  
these to in d iv id u a l stories such  as She 's G a m e  -  W om en  M a k in g  
A u stra lian  S p o rtin g  H isto ry  featuring  Tasm an ian  p h ys ica l-cu ltu ris t 
and  w rite r M arie  B je lke-Petersen , su rfboard  rider and  sw im m in g  
te a c h e r  Isa b e l L e th a m , an d  th e  C ity  G i r ls '  A m a te u r  Sp o rts  
A ssoc ia tion . Records relating to the C G A S A  are in the M itche ll and 
D ixso n  L ib raries and the Sydney U n iversity  A rch ive s . A  fascinating  
co lle c tio n  about Isabel Letham  is in the W arrin g ah  L ib raries Loca l 
S tud ies c o lle c t io n .

A W A P  is in c re a s in g ly  b u ild in g  lis t in g s  o f w o m e n  not re a d ily  
a v a ila b le  e ls e w h e re . For e x a m p le  P u ttin g  S k irts  on  the  S a c re d  
B e n c h e s  p ro v id e s  d e ta ils  o f m ore  than  7 0 0  w o m e n  w h o  w e re  
cand idates for p a rliam en t in N SW , C a rry in g  on the Fight con ta in s 
80 0  en trie s for V ic to ria n  w om en  p a rliam e n ta ry  can d id a te s , and 
Faith H o p e  a n d  C h a r ity  lists  4 0 0 0  w o m e n  w h o  w o n  Im p e ria l 
honours from  1 9 0 1 -1 9 8 9 .

A W A P  is a p ro je c t o f the  N a tio n a l Fo u n d a tio n  fo r A u s tra lia n  
W o m en  (http://nfaw.org/) and the U n ive rs ity  of M e lb o u rn e  w ith  
sta ff in th e  S ch o o l o f H is to r ic a l S tu d ie s  p ro v id in g  le a d e rs h ip  
in th e  a re a  o f h is to r ic a l re se a rc h . T e c h n ic a l in n o v a t io n  and  
su p p o rt to th e  p ro je c t  is p ro v id e d  by re se a rch  fe llo w s  in the 
U n iv e rs ity 's  e S c h o la rsh ip  R esearch  C e n tre  (e S R C ). In 2 0 0 8  the 
p ro ject rece ived  an A ustra lian  Research  C o u n c il (A R C ) L inkag e , 
In frastructu re , Eq u ip m ent and Fac ilit ie s  (L IEF ) grant o f $ 1 5 0  0 0 0  
p lus co n trib u tio n s from  industry  partners in c lu d in g  the N ationa l 
L ib ra ry  (N L A ). The  grant is being  used to upgrade the w e b s ite  so 
that h is to r ia n s  can  m ore  re a d ily  c o n tr ib u te  th e ir  re se a rch  and  
to fa c il ita te  p a rt ic ip a t io n  in the N LA 's Peo p le  A u s tra lia  p ro je c t 
w h ich  w il l  fu rther in c re ase  a ccess to the w ebs ite 's  au tho rita tive  
in fo rm ation .

A W A P  w e lc o m e s  co n trib u tio n s to the register, e ither b iog raph ies 
o f w om en  or in form ation  about re levant co llectio n s w h ich  m ay be 
subm itted at http://nfaw.org/contribute-to-the-australian-women- 
s-archives-project/. B rie f b iog raph ies p repared  in the co u rse  of 
cata log u ing  c o lle c t io n s  w o u ld  n o rm a lly  p ro v id e  su ffic ien t deta il 
fo r a re g iste r en try . In fo rm a tio n  ab o ut c o lle c t io n s  re la t in g  to 
w om en  and th e ir o rg an isations held in lo ca l lib raries and sm a lle r 
co lle c t io n s  are p a rt icu la r ly  w e lco m e .

J i l l  C a ld w e ll  
c ld w ll@ p c u g .o rg .a u

GORMANS REMOVALS 
LIBRARY MOVING PROFESSIONALS

STACK MOVING 
Works In Conjunction 

With Your Carpet Layers

RECARPETING 
Don’t Pack! Let the Professionals 

Lift It Up and Move It Across the Room 
Keep Your Collection Intact 

The Proven System That Works 
Protective Materials for Floors

For over 45 years, Gormans 
Removals have developed 
and built specialist equipment 
to take the hassie out of 
moving office and library 
equipment.
We adopt a systematic 
approach to al! moves. This 
includes detailed planning by 
photo taking and mapping 
to ensure all items moved 
go back to exactly the same 
place.
A major advantage of our 
stack moving system is that 
you can leave 98% of the 
books on the shelves. This 
maintains the catalogue 
order of the books and 
reduces the possibility of 
stock damage.

We work in conjunction with 
builders and carpet layers to 
ensure minimal disruption of 
your library services.
Other iibrary services include 
complete external relocations 
(i.e. building to building) 
using numbered trolleys to 
preserve the individual library 
cataloguing systems.
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www.gormans.com.au
The Library Moving Professionals. Family owned and operated since 1962
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Information Management 
Systems

A solution for every library

We offer both ready to go and 
fully customised options.
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www.trimagic.com.au
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