
National Library Technicians 
Day round up
O n c e  again  N atio n a l L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ia n s  Day, th is ye a r held  on 
Tuesday 2 6  M ay, w as ce leb ra ted  in a va r ie ty  o f w ays  acro ss the 
country .

Australian Capital Territory -  Colleen Gammage
A C T  L ib T e c h 's  ce le b ra te d  L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n s  D a y  w ith  d rin ks  
and n ib b les at C IT  restaurant w h ere  they en jo yed  an even in g  of 
'so c ia l n e tw o rk in g ' w ith  so c ia l m ed ia  expert Stephen C o llin s  o f 
ac id lab s . S tephen 's interesting and insp irational presentation about 
'L ib ra r ie s  and so c ia l m ed ia  -  better together' w as fo llo w e d  by an 
in form al but a lw a y s  m otivationa l ta lk  from  R o xan n e  M iss in gh am , 
cu rrent Parliam entary L ib rarian  and past A L IA  President in support 
o f lib techs.

New South Wales -  Jennifer Dyer
N S W  ce leb ra ted  N atio n a l L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ia n s  D ay  w ith  a d in ne r 
at L ian a 's  R estau ran t & B ar at Parram atta w ith  16 in atten d an ce . 
T h is  ve n u e  w as  chosen  as a cen tra l spot to a llo w  m em bers from  
A L IA  H u n te r and  W o llo n g o n g  to a tten d . R e p re sen ta tive s  from  
a ll lib ra ry  areas o f the p ro fession , in c lu d in g  the Z en ith  em p lo ye r 
o rg a n isa tio n  and  R A E C O , a ll jo in e d  tog ether fo r a g reat n ight 
o f s o c ia l n e tw o rk in g  an d  c a m a ra d e r ie . A L IA  s t ic k y  n o te s , 
m em bersh ip  form s, and a lu cky  door p rize  w e re  donated through 
N ik i Ka llenberger, our A L IA  Loca l L ia iso n  O ffice r, w h o  jo in e d  our 
apo logy list of 1 7. A  great ce lebration  even in g  w as en joyed  by a ll 
those in atten d an ce .

New South Wales, Coffs Harbour -  Judy Atkinson
L ib ra ry  & In fo rm atio n  W e e k  2 0 0 9  sa w  the 10th  a n n ive rsa ry  o f 
L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n  D ay  ce leb ra tio n s in Co ffs H arbou r. L ib ra r ian s , 
lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n s , and lib ra ry  assistan ts, a lo ng  w ith  vo lun tee rs  
from  th e  re g io n , a ll m et for b re ak fa st on L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n s  
D ay . Th e  g a the rin g  w a s  w e ll a ttended , w ith  lu c k y  doo r p r ize s , 
and  o ther g ive -aw a ys in c lu d in g  a free  lib ra ry  bag fo r e ve ryo n e . 
M anagers , as w e ll as lib ra ry  staff from  un iversity , T A FE , sch o o ls ,

and p u b lic  lib raries w ere  a ll represented, w ith  eve ryo ne  ensuring  
they w e re  back  at the ir posts for the start o f the d ay 's  a c tiv it ie s . 
L ib ra ry  & In fo rm ation  W e e k  is a lw a y s  a h e c tic  tim e , and  m an y 
book fa irs , in fo rm ation  sessions, au tho r v is its , and d isp lays w e re  
p lanned  for later in the day. The  an nu a l L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ia n s  D ay  
ce le b ra tio n  p ro v id es us w ith  a bu ilt- in  o p p o rtu n ity  to n e tw o rk  
w ith in  the lib rary  co m m u n ity  in our reg ion. W ith  new  staff in key 
positions in our area , w e  look fo rw ard  to strengthen ing  ties, and 
e x te n d in g  a w a rm  w e lc o m e  to a ll lib ra ry  staff to p a rt ic ip a te  in 
ongo ing  in fo rm ation  exchan g e  across the variou s sectors.

Queensland -Trish D'Arcy
A L IA  Q ld  L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ian s  G ro u p  gathered w ith  ou r lib ra rian  
co lleagues on M onday 25th M ay for the A nnua l T riv ia  N ight at the 
Irish  C lu b  in B risb an e . There  w e re  ap p ro x im a te ly  15 0  attendees 
and a great tim e w as had by a ll. Specia l thanks to Kathryn H ard ing  
(A L IA  Q u o ru m ) and the o ther vo lun teers on the night w h o  m ade 
the e ve n in g  progress w e ll . U n fo rtu n a te ly , th is  ye a r w e  d id  not 
a n n o u n c e  a re c ip ie n t  fo r the  A L IA  Q ld  L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n  o f 
the  Y ear [R e ce n t G ra d u a te ] A w a rd , as w e  d id  not re c e iv e  an y  
nom inations. The com m ittee are looking  into w ays to attract m ore 
interest in this aw ard  for next year, as the sponsors, Q u e e n s la n d  
L ib ra ry  Su p p lie s , a re  ve ry  com m itted  to its ongoing  sp o nso rsh ip .

Tasmania -  Jennifer Johnson
A  g roup  o f keen  lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n s  b raved  the c o ld  m o rn in g  
to ce le b ra te  N atio n a l L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n s  D ay  w ith  a b reakfast 
get-together at Ban jo 's B akeh o u se . A s usual there  w as  p le n ty  o f 
c a tch in g  up w ith  co lle a g u e s  from  d iffe ren t lib ra r ie s  as w e ll as 
m eeting  and chatting  w ith  som e n ew  face s . A fter som e w a rm in g  
coffees and d iscu ss io n  about d ifferent aspects of our jo b s , it w as 
tim e for the brave to face  the co ld  and head off to w o rk .

Victoria -  Bradley O'Brien
T h ir te e n  l ib ra ry  fo lk  g a th e re d  at th e  P ra h ra n  H o te l in th e  
M elbourne suburb of W ind so r on 26  M ay to ce lebrate N ationa l LT 
Day. The group consisted  of peop le  from  acad e m ic , state, sch o o l, 
and specia l lib raries , not to forget the V icto rian  gang from  R A E C O . 
A  great even in g  w as had by a ll w h o  attended .

National Library 
Technicians Day 

around the country

Western Australia -  Sarah Cesare
Th e  W A  L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n s  G ro u p  ce leb ra ted  N atio n a l L ib ra ry  
T e c h n ic ia n s ' D a y  w ith  o u r t ra d it io n a l b re ak fa st . T h is  y e a r  w e  
ventured  to R eve leys C a fe  in the city. W A  lib rary  te ch n ic ia n s  like  
to have fun and our breakfast w as no e xce p tio n . W e  w e lco m e d  
som e n ew  faces and took the op portun ity  to e n jo y  the fan tastic  
com p any , great co n ve rsa tio n , and w o n d erfu l food . A n e n jo yab le  
m orn ing  w as  had by a ll.

C o m p ile d  b y  K e v in  D u d e n e y  
k e v in .d u d e n e y @ d c s .n sw .g o v .a u

Pearls of w isdom : 30 years 
strong
Tuesday 26th May, 2009, The Robin Hood Hotel
O n  N ational L ib rary  Te ch n ic ian s Day, the South A ustra lian  L ib rary  
T e c h n ic ia n s  (SA LT) g roup held  a d in n e r ce le b ra tin g  3 0  years  o f 
gathering  lib ra ry  te ch n ic ia n s  in SA . For the u n in itia ted , the 30th  
an n ive rsa ry  present is pea rls , so th is w as our chosen  them e, and 
som e of the  d in n e r guests even  w o re  th e ir p e a rls . Each  p la c e 
setting had a lam in ated , doub le-sided  p lace  m at, d isp lay in g  the 
m enu and som e photos from  S A LT  ac tiv it ie s  over the years .

T w e n ty -e ig h t p e o p le  a tten d ed , in c lu d in g  fo rm er le c tu re rs  and  
tutors from the Library Techn ic ian  courses, som e of the people w ho
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set up S A LT  in the first p la ce , va r io u s  past P residen ts/C onveno rs , 
S ecre ta r ie s , T reasurers , m em bers o f com m ittees, and  C o n fe ren ce  
C o m m itte e s . It w a s  w o n d e rfu l to se e  o u r h o n o ra ry  m em b er, 
M atth ew  G riffith s  (from  N S W ), w h o  has reg u la rly  attended SA LT 
w o rk sh o p s and d inners .

Attendees at the SALT dinner

In lieu  o f an after-d inner speaker, a ll guests w e re  encouraged  to 
sh a re  th e ir e xp e rie n ce s  (e sp e c ia lly  the  funny on es), peo p le  w ho  
had in flu en ced  them , and the ir o w n  'pearl o f w isd o m '. R ecurrin g  
th em es w e re  the M u rd e r M y ste ry  d in n e rs  h e ld  at som e o f the 
w e e k e n d  w o rksh o p s , sing ing  and  d an c in g  at va r io u s co n fe re n ce  
d in n e rs , an d  so m e  'a c c id e n ts ' in  le c tu re s  an d  w o rk sh o p s  at 
T A FE . Robyn  M atthew s and her fe llo w  lecturers and tutors w e re  
m entioned  m any tim es.

W e  a lso  recogn ised  1 5 years o f devoted  se rv ice  by our Treasurer, 
A m an d a  C o lb ert, w ith  a speech and  a gift. Th ere  w e re  lu cky  ch a ir 
p r iz e s  an d  a d o o r p r iz e . It a ll ad d e d  up to a v e ry  m e m o ra b le  
eve n in g .

SA LT is now  going into 'suspended an im ation ', to be arch ived  until 
a tim e w h en  it is needed  and can  be retrieved  and  reactiva ted . 
T h an k  you to everyo ne  w h o  has been a part o f S A LT  over the past 
3 0  years .

K e v in  D u d e n e y  
k e v in .d u d e n e y @ d c s .n sw .g o v .a u

V ictoria  University 
celebrates its library 
technicians
To ce le b ra te , p rom ote , and  ad ve rtise  our N a tio n a l D ay , L ib ra ry  
and C u ltu ra l Studies en listed  the he lp  o f G a il S chm id t, G e n e v ie ve  
Pergl, and  FHelena Lo zan o vsk i, from  the State L ib ra ry  of V ic to ria , 
M arg ie  A nd erso n , the A L IA  Lo ca l L ia iso n  O ff ic e r  -  V ic to ria , and 
Je n n y  B a rro n  and  Lyn e tte  L e w is  fro m  O n e  U m b re lla , an L IS  
em p lo ym e n t agency.

M arg ie  spoke about A LIA 's ro le in the profession , its co re  group of 
staff, the co n fe re n ce s it o rg an ises, its a d vo cacy  ro le  for w o rke rs , 
on line  e-lists, and training sessions for keeping m em bers up-to-date 
in th e ir p ro fessiona l d eve lo p m ent. M arg ie  en co urag ed  eve ryo ne  
to jo in  A L IA  and  m a in ta in  p ro fe ss io n a l n e tw o rks  in a d y n a m ic  
in d ustry  in tim es o f ch ang e  and  progress.

M arg ie  aw arded  the A L IA  Top Student a tV U  to K y iie  Jam es w h o  is 
w o rk in g  tw o  part-tim e jobs -  a schoo l lib rary  and a p u b lic  library . 
K y iie  sa id  she felt honoured  and  thanked  A L IA  for d onating  the 
aw a rd , and  the staff at V U  for se le c tin g  her. K y iie  sa id  that doing  
the tech n ic ian  course had been a cha lleng e , and that she w as now  
d o ing  w h a t she had dream ed  ab out and  w as ve ry  happy.

FH ellana L o z a n o v s k i sp o k e  a b o u t h e r w o rk  as a C o lle c t io n  
D e v e lo p m e n t O ff ic e r  an d  c u rre n t p o s it io n , M ap  C a ta lo g u in g , 
at the State L ib rary . H e lla n a  d e scrib e d  for the students h o w  she 
prepared for a job in terv iew , w hat background w ork  she had done, 
and the m ock  in te rv ie w  questions she d eve lop ed  and an sw e re d . 
FHellana a lso  offered d e ta ils  and  props from  her cu rren t p ro ject.

G en ev ieve  Pergl com pleted the course at V U  and has been w ork ing  
at the State L ib ra ry  in d ifferent roles s in ce  1 9 9 4 . G e n e v ie v e  noted 
that her jo b  started as a six-m onth  con tract. She is w o rk in g  on the 
d ig itisation pro ject at the State Lib rary  and brought in a V id eo  D isk  
from  an early  pro ject to g ive a dem onstration of how  people cou ld  
search  for and o rd er thousand s of im ages from  the State L ib ra ry  
n ow  over the in ternet.

G a il Schm idt gave a bit o f a history, speaking about how, w h en  she 
started the cou rse , there had been no internet, e le c tro n ic  jo u rn a ls  
had not been inven ted , and a ll research  w as d one m an u a lly . The 
V U  course  has changed m any tim es to keep pace w ith  techno logy 
and  ind ustry  trends and  G a il fee ls  it w il l ho ld  students in good 
stead  fo r th e  fu tu re . S h e  noted  that A L IA , as th e  p ro fe ss io n a l 
body, is a good so u rce  o f in fo rm ation  for ca re e r ad v ice , w ays  of 
addressing  pro fessional d eve lop m ent needs, lifesty le  benefits and 
se rv ice s , and the in d ustria l re la tio ns a ren a . G a il en co urag ed  all 
students to attend the V ic to ria n  A L IA  L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ia n s  G ro u p  
ac tiv it ie s , severa l o f w h ic h  are  held  each  year.

Library technicians celebrate at Victoria University

O n e  U m b re lla 's  Jenny Barron and Lynette Le w is , then spoke to the 
students. Jenny handed out m ateria ls  on h ow  to prepare  resum es. 
A n n e tte  w e n t on  to ta lk  ab o u t h o w  th in g s c h a n g e , in c lu d in g  
necessary w eb  2 .0  sk ills . Jenny noted that it had been a ve ry  tight 
m arket and spoke about sa laries and w hat students cou ld  expect in 
d ifferent ro les. They recom m ended that students should  go to A L IA  
and V A LA , and engage in socia l netw orks and professional groups.

A  great ce leb ra tio n  w as had by a ll. T h an ks  to the L ib ra ry  Studies 
Team : M ary C a rro ll, T im  Dolby, Ian Rogers, M arg ie A nderson , Janet 
M urray , Paula Jones, and  Le o n ie  M c C o rm a c k .

Ia n  R o g e rs
L ib r a r y  a n d  C u lt u r a l S t u d ie s ,  V ic t o r ia  U n iv e r s ity  

ia n .ro g e rs @ v u .e d u .a u

W orking nationally  as a 
library technician
FHave you ever w ondered  w h at it w as like  to w o rk  w ith  co lleag ues 
an d  not see  th em ? A t th e  A u s tra lia n  C a th o l ic  U n iv e rs it y  th is  
happens eve ry  day. Th e  u n ive rs ity  has cam p uses in Q u e e n s lan d , 
N e w  South  W a le s , V ic to r ia , and  A C T . L ib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n s  are  
e m p lo ye d  on e ve ry  cam p u s on d iffe ren t le ve ls  and  in d iffe ren t 
po sitions. Th is is a great op portun ity  fo r staff as they can  ap p ly  to 
transfer from  cam p us to cam p u s if the op portun ity  arises .

There  are ap p rox im ate ly  30  library tech n ic ian s spread out over the 
s ix  cam p uses. Th ey  can  be em ployed  as sen io r lib ra ry  te ch n ic ian s
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