
c lear po licy  d irection  from  the governm ent 
an d  fu n d in g  b o d ie s . A t th e  sa m e  t im e , 
in te rn a l fa c to rs  can  be a m a jo r  p la y e r  
in th e  rights m an ag e m e n t d e c is io n s  o f 
in d iv id u a l in s t itu t io n s , fro m  c o n c e rn s  
ab o ut m a in ta in in g  b u sin e ss m o d e ls  and 
donor re latio nsh ip s to a d esire  to 'p rotect' 
resources from  'u n d e sirab le ' reuse .

T h e re  is in c re a s in g  e v id e n c e  th a t open  
a c c e s s  to c o l le c t io n s  c a n  p r o v id e  
sign ificant benefits to co llecting  institutions 
an d  be c o m p a t ib le  w ith  in s t itu t io n a l 
business m odels. The Pow erhouse M useum  
has reported  that th e ir  d o n atio n  o f o ve r 
1 3 0 0  p u b lic  d o m ain  photog rap hs to the 
F l ic k r  C o m m o n s p ro je c t h asn 't re d u ce d  
sa le s  o f the im a g e s , w h ile  the  G e rm a n  
Fe d e ra te d  A r c h iv e , B u n d e s a rc h iv , has 
re p o rte d  th a t  u p lo a d in g  1 0 0  0 0 0  o f 
its im a g e s  fo r u se  on W ik ip e d ia  has 
a c tu a lly  d o u b le d  its sa le s . A t th e  sam e  
tim e , both in stitu tion s h ave  e xp e rie n ce d  
m a s s iv e  in c re a s e s  in  u se r  a c c e s s  to 
a n d  e n g ag e m e n t w ith  th e  w o rk s , w ith  
th o u san d s o f tags, d is c o v e r ie s , re m ixe s , 
and even form al partnersh ip  p ro jects . Not 
to m ention , o f cou rse , the in c re ase  in the 
in stitu tion 's b rand  p ro file  and  v a lu e  that 
co m es from  greater a u d ie n c e  aw a re n e ss  
of its resources.

A ll th is  p o in ts  to w a rd s  a n eed  fo r the 
A u stra lian  cu ltu ra l secto r to take  a m ore 
un ited  ap p ro ach  on rights m an ag em en t.
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G o vern m en t ag encies and fund ing  bodies 
need to be co n v in ce d  to va lu e  a cce ss and 
reuse , and in c lu d e  it in th e ir K P Is ; donors 
need to be brought up to date on the ro le  
o f the p u b lic  d o m a in  in c u ltu ra l g row th  
and  d e ve lo p m e n t; and  in stitu tio n s  need  
better in fo rm a tio n  on b u ild in g  re ve n u e  
m odels that take  advan tage o f the d ig ita l 
en v iro nm en t.

Th e  d riv in g  co n sid e ra tio n  in d ete rm in in g  
the sector's attitude to rights m anagem ent 
should be w hat role w e  w an t for Australia 's 
c u ltu ra l an d  c o l le c t in g  in s t itu t io n s  in 
th e  d ig ita l e n v iro n m e n t . In an  o n lin e  
e n v iro n m e n t d o m in ated  by in te rn a tio na l 
c o n t e n t  a n d  c u l t u r a l  im p e r ia l i s m ,  
A u s t r a l ia 's  c o l le c t io n s  re p re s e n t  an  
in v a lu a b le  re so u rce  that w il l  e n a b le  use 
to fight b ack  and in crease  the know led g e , 
ap p rec ia tio n , and re levan ce  o f our cu ltu re  
and  h istory . But th is w il l  be a ch ie ve d  by 
positioning ourselves as drivers, facilita tors, 
and ed ucato rs , not as guards, fen ces , and 
p o lice .

Je s s ic a  C o a te s  
P ro je c t  M a n a g e r  

C r e a t iv e  C o m m o n s  C lin ic ,  Q UT  
j 2 .co a te s@ q u t.e d u .a u

1. http://www.innovation.gov.au/innovation 
review/Documents/N IS_review _W eb3.pd f

2. http://www.opsi.gov.uk/advice/poi/power- 
of-inform ation-review .pdf

3. http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/49/28/ 
4083943 6 .pd f

Open education 
revolution on the 
horizon
The Horizon Report 2009: Australia- 
New Zealand Edition' d e scrib e s areas of 
em erg ing  tech n o lo g y  that w il l im p act on 
ed uca tio n  in A u stra lia  and  N e w  Z e a la n d  
w ith in  th ree to five  years . T h e y  list the top 
three tech no log ies to w atch  as:

• m o b ile  in ternet d e v ice s ,

• p rivate  c lo u d s , and

• open content.

It is to  b e  e x p e c te d  th a t  th e  s a m e  
te ch n o lo g ie s  w i l l  h ave  a s im ila r  im p a c t 
on lib ra rie s , and it co u ld  be w is e  to p lan  
for, rather than w a it for, them  to hit.

M o b ile  in te rn e t  d e v ic e s  a re  a lre a d y  
m ak ing  th e ir p resence  felt p a rt ic u la r ly  by 
lib ra rie s  in areas w ith  lim ited  a lte rn a tive  
p u b lic  w ir e le s s  c o v e ra g e . M e d ia  an d  
e n t e r t a in m e n t  r e la t e d  c o n t e n t  fo r  
m o b ile  d e v ic e s  is re a d ily  a v a ila b le , but 
is lib ra ry - re la te d  c o n te n t  an d  s e rv ic e s  
re a d ily  a c c e s s ib le ?  A re  w e  c o n s id e r in g  
the co p yrig h t im p lica t io n s  o f co n ten t w e  
purchase or license , and w hether provid ing 
this on a new  platform  w ill be legal? W h ile  
cu rre n t c o p y rig h t d e a ls  O K  w ith  u se  o f 
content in physica l con ta iners such as tape 
or C D , legal issues around access to d igital 
con tent are not so easy.

C lo u d  c o m p u t in g , w h e re  sto rag e  an d  
processing  is d istributed  across netw orked  
co m p u te rs  rather than  hosted on a lo ca l 
server, ra ises further co n ce rn s  about legal 
ju risd ic tio n  w hen  content is stored outside 
A u s tra lia . T h e  'p r iva te  c lo u d s ' referred  to 
in The Horizon Report are  an attem pt to 
address these  issues.

O p e n  co n te n t is o f p a rt ic u la r  in te rest to 
education  lib raries . There has been gradual 
e v id e n c e  o f a sh if t  o f e m p h a s is  fro m  
restr ic ting  a c c e ss  to co n ten t, to w ard s an 
a c c e p ta n c e  o f open  a c c e ss , p a r t ic u la r ly  
in th e  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  se c to r . A s  a ll 
e d u c a t io n  se c to rs  c a lc u la t e  w h a t  it is 
c o s t in g  th e m  to m a in ta in  th e  c u rre n t  
cop yrig h t reg im e in the d ig ita l age, there 
is a g ro w in g  in te rest in op en  e d u ca tio n  
reso urces.

It is not o n ly  co s t d r iv in g  th is  c h a n g e . 
W h ile  there  is content that m ay be 'free to 
e d u ca tio n ', d ue to cop yrig ht restrictions it 
is not open to educato rs or students to use 
in c re a tio n  o f n e w  in fo rm atio n  p roducts 
o r to re p u b lish  in n e w  c o n te x ts . Just as 
th e re  is a m o ve  to w a rd s  op en  lic e n s in g  
in g overnm ent (thanks to the governm ent 
2 .0  taskforce , http://gov2.net.au) there is a 
strong case  for m oving  ed ucation  tow ards 
open lice n se d  c u rr ic u lu m  resources.

In a 21"' ce n tu ry  lea rn ing  en v ironm en t the 
f le x ib il it y  to p u b lis h  an d  c o m m u n ic a te  
in d ig ita l fo rm ats is em ph asised  in p o licy  
d o c u m e n ts  lik e  Learning in an online 
world: Pedagogy strategy2 w h ic h  states 
that sch o o ls  sh o u ld :

• m ake learning activ ities, inform ation, 
c o u rs e s  a n d  fe e d b a c k  a v a ila b le  
o n lin e  an y w h e re  -  an ytim e ;

« s u p p o r t  s tu d e n ts  u s in g  o n l in e  
re s o u r c e s  to  s h a re  w ith  o th e r  
students and experts ; and

• in c re a s e  p a re n t a c c e s s  to studen t 
w o rk .

In e a c h  o f th e se  s ta te m e n ts  th e re  is a 
re q u ire m e n t fo r a c c e s s  to , and  sh a rin g  
o f , le a r n in g  r e s o u r c e s  b e y o n d  th e  
provisions of current educational copyright 
co n d it io n s . Lea rn ing  reso urces pub lished  
u n d e r  t r a d it io n a l c o p y r ig h t  l ic e n c e s  
c an n o t be m ad e a v a ila b le  to the  p u b lic . 
Le g a lly  they can  o n ly  be m ade a va ila b le  
and accessed  by staff and students v ia  an 
in tranet, lea rn ing  m anagem ent system , or 
o ther p a ssw o rd  c o n tro lle d  e n v iro n m e n t. 
W h a t  is r e q u ire d  is a s y s te m  th a t 
encourages teachers and students to adapt, 
b u ild  u p o n , re m ix  and  re-share  le a rn ing  
re so u rce s , and  th ,u s  re a lise  the c re a t ive  
potentia l o f m u ltim ed ia  reso urces.

Enter the O p en  Education  R evo lu tion . The 
C a p e  To w n  O p e n  Ed u ca tio n  D e c la ra tio n  
sees a c le a r  futu re for open content.

We are on the cusp of a global revolution 
in teaching and learning. Educators 
worldwide are developing a vast pool of
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educational resources on the internet, 
open and free for all to use. These 
educators are creating a world where 
each and every person on earth can access 
and contribute to the sum of all human 
knowledge,3

The  c h a lle n g e  is to e n su re  teach e rs  can  
e a s ily  find  re so u rces that are licen sed  in 
a w ay  that encourages them  to use, share , 
and m odify good content, and m ore easily  
d e ve lo p  re le v a n t  le a rn in g  m a te ria ls  fo r 
their students. As w e ll as greatly enhancing  
e ffic ie n c y  and  c re a t iv ity  o f teach in g  and 
le a rn ing , op en  e d u ca tio n  reso urces a lso  
encourage  teach ers and students to bu ild  
on the w o rk  o f o thers and  to share  th e ir 
ow n  c re a tive  w o rk .

Searching for open resources
L ic e n c e - b a s e d  s e a rc h  is b e c o m in g  
in c re a s in g ly  im p o rtan t and  is b eg in n in g  
to ap pear in both e d u ca tio n  and general 
search engines. Se rv ices such as Education 
N e tw o rk  A u s t ra lia  (e d n a , http://www. 
search.edna.edu.au) w as am ong Australia's 
f ir s t  c o lle c to r s /a g g re g a to rs  o f o n lin e  
e d u ca tio n  re so u rce s  fre e ly  a v a ila b le  on 
the w e b . A  re ce n tly  added  search  option  
e n a b le s  f i l te r in g  b y  l ic e n c e  as a w a y  
o f fu rth e r  p ro m o tin g  th e  use  o f o p e n  
ed ucatio n  reso urces.

Getting started with Open 
Education
O E R  C o m m o n s  www.oercommons.org
p ro v id e s  a d ire c to ry  o f O p e n  E d u ca tio n  
resources by su b ject area  and year leve ls , 
as w e ll  as se a rc h , tag g in g , ra tin g , and  
re v ie w in g .

O pen Ed  http://opened.creativecommons.
org is a n ew  O p e n  Education  co m m u n ity  
e n c o u ra g in g  d is c u s s io n  an d  sh a rin g  o f 
O p e n  E d u c a t io n  p ro je c ts  a ro u n d  th e  
w o rld .

W ik iE d u c a t o r  www.wikieducator.org
is a c o m m u n ity  o f e d u c a to rs  w h o  tra in  
others in d e ve lo p m ent of open ed ucation  
reso urces.

A u s tra lia  has b een  s lo w  to ad opt open  
l i c e n c e s  in  s c h o o l e d u c a t io n , an d  
a v a ila b ility  o f open  e d u ca tio n  re so u rces 
c re a te d  fo r  A u s t r a l ia n  c u r r ic u lu m  is 
lim ite d . A s w e  m o ve  to w ard s a n atio n a l 
leve l A u stra lian  cu rr ic u lu m  it is im portant 
that w e  w o rk  to b u ild  an A ustra lian  open 
e d u ca tio n  c o lle c t io n .

P ru  M itch e ll  
S e n io r  E d u c a t io n  O ff ic e r  

p m it c h e ll@ e d u c a tio n a u .e d u .a u

1. Horizon Report 2 0 0 9  A u s tra lia -N e w  
Z e a la n d  e d it io n  h ttp ://w w w .n m c .o rg /  
pdf/2 009-Horizon-Report-ANZ-Edition.pdf

2 . M C EET Y A , 2 0 0 5 , Learning in an Online 
World: Pedagogy Strategy, http://url.edna. 
edu.au/66bM

3 . Cape Town Declaration, 2007, http://www. 
capetowndeclaration.org/read-the-declar 
ation

Copyright Future: 
Copyright Freedom 
Conference Canberra

L a w re n c e  Less ig  o f H a rv a rd  U n iv e rs ity , 
th e  fo u n d e r o f C re a t iv e  C o m m o n s . T h e  
H o n o u ra b le  M ic h a e l K irb y  in tro d u c e d  
a n d  co m m e n te d  on P ro fe sso r  Le ss ig 's  
p resenta tion .

27-28 May 2009
A  c o p y r ig h t  c o n fe re n c e  o rg a n ise d  by 
P ro fessor B rian  F itzgera ld  o f Q u e e n s lan d  
U n ive rs ity  o f Techno log y , and held  under 
the au sp ice s of the Q U T  law  sch oo l and 
the A R C  C en tre  o f E xc e lle n c e  on C rea tive  
Industries and Inn o vatio n , m ay con tribu te  
to n e w  d ire c t io n s  in co p y rig h t p o lic y  in 
A u stra lia .

O p e n e d  by T h e  H o n  R obert M c L e lla n d , 
the Co pyrigh t Fu tu re : C o p yrig h t Freedom  
c o n fe re n c e , h e ld  on 2 7 - 2 8  M ay  2 0 0 9 , 
rep re se n te d  a s ig n if ic a n t  sh ift in p u b lic  
d e b a te  in A u s t ra lia  o v e r  p r in c ip le s  o f 
c o p y rig h t la w . In stead  o f c o n c e n tra t in g  
p re s e n ta t io n s  an d  d is c u s s io n  on  th e  
p o lit ica l co n ce rn s  of trad ition a l copyright 
o w n e r/ u s e r  f a c t io n s , th e  c o n fe r e n c e  
inv ited  speakers to e xam in e  the h istory of 
co p yrig h t la w m a k in g  and  co n s id e r w ays 
to create  a futu re in w h ic h  in fo rm ation  is 
a cce ss ib le , not fo rec lo sed .

T h e  c o n fe r e n c e  to o k  p la c e  at O ld  
P a r l ia m e n t  H o u s e , C a n b e r r a , w h e re  
p o l i t ic ia n s  p a sse d  A u s t ra l ia 's  c u rre n t  
co p y rig h t le g is la t io n , the  Copyright Act 
1968. A u s tra lia 's  firs t fe d e ra l c o p y rig h t 
sta tu tes w e re  p assed  in M e lb o u rn e , in 
1 9 0 5  an d  1 9 1 2 , but a la rg e  a n d  v e ry  
s ig n if ic a n t  pa rt o f A u s tra lia 's  c o p y rig h t 
h isto ry  is a sso c ia te d  w ith  the p o lit ick in g  
and debate that occu rred  in both cham bers 
o ve r m ore than 6 0  years .

In that period  and beyond , co p yrig ht law  
d e v e lo p e d  la rg e ly  in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  
the req u irem ents o f co p yrig h t in d ustries , 
p u b l is h e r s , b ro a d c a s te rs , f i lm m a k e r s , 
so ftw a re  p ro d u ce rs , an d  m u s ic  industry . 
M an y  users and  co n su m e rs  o f co p yrig h t 
m ate ria l co n sid e red  that the la w  exerted  
a s t r a n g le h o ld ,  u n d u ly  r e s t r ic t in g  
d issem ination  of, or access to, in form ation .

C o n fe re n c e  p re se n te rs  fo c u s e d  on the 
years leading up to, and extending beyond, 
the passage o f the C o pyrigh t A c t in 1968 , 
re lating  signal events that o ccu rred  in the 
h a lls  an d  c h a m b e rs  o f O ld  P a rlia m e n t 
H o u se . T h e y  c o n s id e re d  m ore g e n e ra lly  
th e  h is to ry  o f c o p y r ig h t  la w m a k in g  in 
A u s t r a l ia ,  e x p la in in g  w h y  la w s  th a t 
o r ig in a lly  reg u lated  the su p p ly  o f books 
cam e to regulate the supp ly  of in form ation 
by d ifferent tech no log ies .

O v e rs e a s  s p e a k e rs  in c lu d e d  P ro fe sso r 
A d r ia n  S te rlin g , o f Q u e e n  M ary  C o lle g e  
L o n d o n  -  a d is t in g u is h e d  A u s t ra lia n  
e x p a tr ia te  c o p y rig h t s ch o la r , an d  in the 
1950s and 19 6 0 s , D ep u ty  D ire c to r o f the 
In ternationa l Federation  o f Pho nog rap h ic  
In d u s t r ie s  -  P ro fe s s o r  Ju lie  C o h e n  o f 
G e o rg e to w n  U n iv e rs it y , an d  P ro fe sso r

S p e a k e rs  fro m  A u s t ra lia  in c lu d e d  th e  
e m in e n t co n stitu tio n a l sch o la r P ro fesso r 
L e s l ie  Z in e s , w e l l- k n o w n  e c o n o m is t  
N ich o las  G ru en , Professor A nn e  Fitzgerald 
o f Q U T , John G ilc h ris t  from  the U n ive rsity  
o f  C a n b e r ra , an d  B e n e d ic t  A tk in s o n , 
au tho r o f The True History of Copyright: 
the Australian Experience 1905-2005. 
Speakers from  N e w  Z e a lan d  and C anad a  
p ro v id e d  p e rsp e c t iv e s  on  th e  e ffe c t o f 
in ternational copyright law  and trade rules 
on 'm ed ium ' pow ers, that is, countries like  
N Z , C a n a d a , and  A u s tra lia , that im p o rt 
m o re  c o p y r ig h t  in fo rm a t io n  p ro d u c ts  
th an  th e y  p ro d u c e  o r e x p o rt . In th e se  
n a tio n s , so p h istica ted  co n su m e r m arkets 
d e m a n d  m o re  p ro d u c t , but co n su m e rs  
often co m p la in  o f restricted  acce ss  ru les 
and  high p rices .

T h e  trio  o f Z in e s , S te rlin g , and  G ilc h r is t  
enab led  questions o f history to be debated 
w ith  p a rticu la r depth . Each  m an p layed  a 
p ro m in en t ro le  in co n se cu tive  events that 
shaped  and created  the m odern A ustra lian  
co p y rig h t law . Z in e s  and  G ilc h r is t  w e re  
se c re ta rie s , and  are  the last su rv ivo rs , o f 
p e rh ap s the tw o  m ost s ig n if ica n t re v ie w  
c o m m itte e s  in the h is to ry  o f A u s tra lia n

library shelving & 
workstations

p re v io u s ly  f ro m  D u ff S te e l /H a w o rth

complete solutions 
new 8t reconfigurations

libraries / schools / offices
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