
W e  had  an  in c re d ib le  re sp o n se  to o u r re q u e st fo r 'm u lt ic u ltu ra lis m  an d  d iv e rs ity ' a r t ic le s  fo r th is  is su e  o f in C ite . T h a n k s  go 

to lib ra r ie s , l ib ra r ia n s , an d  in fo rm a tio n  p ro fe s s io n a ls  fro m  a ll o v e r  th e  c o u n try  w h o  w ro te  to te ll us o f th e  a m a z in g  p ro g ram s, 

a d v a n c e s , an d  in it ia t iv e s  th ey  an d  th e ir  w o rk p la c e  h a ve  in stitu ted  to m a k e  m u lt ic u ltu ra lis m  w o rk . In o rd e r to b est d is p la y  the  

b u m p e r c ro p  o f a r t ic le s  w e  re c e iv e d , w e 'v e  o rg a n ise d  th em  in to  se c t io n s : p u b lic / c o m m u n ity  in it ia t iv e s , te c h n o lo g y , h ig h e r 

e d u c a t io n , s to ry  t im e s , an d  a s ta n d -a lo n e  a r t ic le  on  th e  w o rk  at M ilp e ra  S ta te  H ig h  S c h o o l. W e  h o p e  yo u  e n jo y  th is  fe a tu re  

se c t io n .
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Multiculturalism and the first 
Australians
M u lt ic u ltu ra l p o lic ie s  in A u s tra lia  h a ve  b e e n  c re a te d  as a w a y  

o f g e n e ra tin g  n a t io n a l c o h e s io n  a m o n g  im m ig ra n t g ro up s 

an d  d id  not in it ia l ly  in c lu d e  In d ig e n o u s  A u s tra lia n s  w ith in  

th e ir  s c o p e . T h e y  h a ve  been  d e v e lo p e d  w ith in  the  a u sp ic e s  

o f g o ve rn m e n t d e p a rtm e n ts  d e a lin g  w ith  im m ig ra t io n  and  

c it iz e n s h ip  is su e s  w h o s e  a d v is o ry  b o d ie s  an d  s ta k e h o ld e rs  

h ave  in c lu d e d  o rg a n isa t io n s  re p re se n t in g  th e  righ ts a n d  n eeds 

o f m ig ran ts . Fo r e x a m p le , th e  c u rre n t  p o lic y , M u lt ic u ltu ra l 

A u s t ra lia : U n ite d  in  D iv e r s it y 1, c a n  b e  fo u n d  on th e  A u s tra lia n  

D e p a rtm e n t o f Im m ig ra t io n  an d  C it iz e n s h ip  w e b s ite  as 

a re  th e  p ro g ram s fu n d e d  b y  th e  g o v e rn m e n t to  p ro m o te  its 

m u lt ic u ltu ra l a im s . Fu rth e r, th e  p o lic y  c o n fe rs  righ ts as  w e ll  as 

re s p o n s ib il it ie s  w ith  th e  u n d e r ly in g  a s su m p tio n  o f a c c e p t in g  

A u s tra lia n  la w , p a r lia m e n ta ry  d e m o c ra c y , a c c e s s  an d  e q u ity  

p r in c ip le s , an d  re sp e c t fo r c u ltu ra l , e th n ic , re lig io u s , and  

lin g u is t ic  d iv e rs ity . W h ile  th e  c u rre n t  p o lic y  a c k n o w le d g e s  

th a t c u ltu ra l an d  lin g u is t ic  d iv e rs ity  w e re  part o f A u s tra lia  

w e ll  b e fo re  E u ro p e a n  c o lo n is a t io n 2, its m a jo r fo c u s  is 

n o n e th e le s s  th e  n e e d s o f m ig ran ts  a n d  re fu g e e s an d  is re la t iv e  

to a d o m in a n t  A n g lo - C e lt ic  c u ltu re . T h e  u n iq u e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  

an d  n eed s o f In d ig e n o u s  A u s t ra lia n s  a re  not a c c o u n te d  for.

In d ig e n o u s  A u s t ra lia n s  h ave  th e  lo n g e st o n g o in g  c u ltu re  in 

th e  w o r ld  an d  a re  re c o g n ise d  as th e  firs t A u s tra lia n s  an d  m a n y  

b e lie v e  th at th e y  h a ve  a lw a y s  b e e n  h e re . In th is  c o n te x t , for 

In d ig e n o u s  A u s t ra lia n s , m u lt ic u ltu ra l p o lic ie s  m ay  be seen  as 

p a rt o f a lo ng  h is to ry  o f b e in g  tre a te d  as non  c it iz e n s  in th e ir  

o w n  co u n try , s u b je c t  to la w s  a n d  s tru c tu re s  that h a ve  been  

o v e r t ly  im p o se d  fro m  an  o u ts id e  d o m in a n t c u ltu re . M ig ran ts  

m ay  be seen  as 'in v a d e rs ' an d  p a rt o f  th e  o n g o in g  a n d  long  

h is to ry  o f d isp o sse ss io n  fro m  la n d . It m u st b e  re c o g n ise d  th a t no 

tre a tie s  w e re  e v e r  s ig n e d  w ith  In d ig e n o u s  A u s tra lia n s  fo r land  

n o r w e re  tra n s a c t io n s  m a d e  w h e re b y  In d ig e n o u s  A u s tra lia n s  

so ld  th e ir  la n d . U n t il th e  is su e  o f la n d  righ ts is d e a lt  w ith , 

e q u a lity  fo r In d ig e n o u s  A u s tra lia n s  is a p ip e  d re a m . It is o n ly  as 

re c e n t ly  as 1 9 6 7  th at In d ig e n o u s  A u s t ra lia n s  w e re  re c o g n iz e d  

as c i t iz e n s 3 In 2 0 0 7 , th e  R a c ia l D is c r im in a t io n  A c t  1 9 7 5  (C th ) 

w a s  su sp e n d e d  in its a p p lic a t io n  to In d ig e n o u s  A u s tra lia n s , 

in o rd e r fo r th e  A u s t ra lia n  Fe d e ra l G o v e rn m e n t  to im p o se  

its " E m e rg e n c y  in te rv e n t io n "  on  In d ig e n o u s  c o m m u n it ie s  in 

th e  N o rth e rn  T e rr ito ry . In a d d it io n , fo r In d ig e n o u s  A u s tra lia n s  

th e  c h a lle n g e s  a re  p ro fo u n d  in  th e  a re a s  o f s o c ia l in c lu s io n , 

e c o n o m ic  p a rt ic ip a t io n , e m p lo y m e n t , h o u s in g , h e a lth , and  

e d u c a t io n 4 .

R e g a rd le ss  o f w h e th e r  m u lt ic u ltu ra l p o lic ie s  e x is t  o r n o t, w h a t 

is im p o rta n t fo r lib ra r ie s  is to p ro v id e  s e rv ic e s  th at ta k e  in to  

a c c o u n t  a c c e s s  an d  e q u ity  p r in c ip le s  ir re s p e c t iv e  o f c u ltu ra l o r 

l in g u is t ic  b a c k g ro u n d . S o m e  p ro a c t iv e  w a y s  o f d o in g  th is  m ay  

in c lu d e  w o rk fo rc e  t ra in in g  on  th e  sp e c ia l n e e d s  o f In d ig e n o u s  

A u s t ra lia n s , in c lu s io n  o f item s in a v a r ie ty  o f fo rm a ts  

w ith in  c o lle c t io n s  in  A u s tra lia n  In d ig e n o u s  la n g u a g e s , an d  

c re a t in g  sp a c e s  w ith in  lib ra r ie s  th at a re  c u ltu ra l ly  s e n s it iv e . 

C o m m u n ic a t io n s  w ith  lo c a l In d ig e n o u s  c o m m u n it ie s  sh o u ld  

be o n g o in g  to  e n su re  th at so m e  o f th e se  s e rv ic e s  a re  not 

im p o se d  fro m  a b o v e . L ib ra r ie s  sh o u ld  be e n c o u ra g e d  to ad o p t 

an d  in c o rp o ra te  th e  p r in c ip le s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  A T S IL IR N  

P ro to c o ls 5 an d  a c q u a in t  th e m se lv e s  w ith  a n d  m o re  fu l ly  

en g ag e  w ith  In d ig e n o u s  K n o w le d g e  C e n tre s 6. T h is  m a y  take  

th e  fo rm  o f p a rtn e rsh ip s  to e n su re  that th e y  a re  v ia b le  and  

th at In d ig e n o u s  c o m m u n it ie s  h a ve  th e  in fra s tru c tu re , s k il ls , 

an d  e x p e rt ise  to  m a in ta in  th em  as w e ll as b e in g  p ro a c t iv e  in 

th e  re tu rn  o f m a te r ia ls  h e ld  in lib ra r ie s  to c o m m u n it ie s .

W h ile  th e se  is su e s  a re  not set in sto n e  an d  th e re  a re  In d ig e n o u s  

A u s tra lia n s  w h o  su p p o rt th e ir  in c lu s io n  in m u lt ic u ltu ra l p o lic y  

fra m e w o rk s , p a r t ic u la r ly  in re la t io n  to lin g u is t ic  d ive rs ity , a 

g reat d e a l o f w o rk  n e e d s to be d o n e  to e n su re  th at In d ig e n o u s  

A u s tra lia n s  e n jo y  th e ir  rig h tfu l p la c e  in A u s t ra lia  as  e q u a l 

c it iz e n s .
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