
Looking to a healthy 
professional future
A L IA  H ea lth  L ib ra r ie s  A u stra lia  (H L A ) has em b a rked  on a  m a jo r 
research p ro ject to determ ine the future sk ills  requirem ents fo r the 
health  lib rarian  w o rk fo rce  in A ustra lia . The research team  inc lud es 
a  representative group o f lead ing  lib ra ry  practitioners from  various 
secto rs  o f th e  h ea lth  in d u stry : A n n  R itc h ie  (D ire c to r , N o rthern  
Territo ry  D ep artm ent o f H ea lth  & Fam ilie s  L ib ra ry ), C h e ry l H am ill 
(M anager L ib ra ry  and W e b  S e rv ice s , Frem antle  H osp ita l), Su zann e  
Le w is  (T ra in ing  and Learn ing  L ib ra r ian , G osfo rd  H osp ita l L ib ra ry ), 
Patrick O 'C o n n o r (H ea lth  S e rv ice  L ib rarian  Toow oom ba & D arlin g  
D o w n s  H e a lth  S e rv ic e  D is tr ic t) , M e la n ie  K a m m e rm an n  (H L A ), 
and  C a ro l N e w to n -S m ith  (A L IA  Lo ca l L ia iso n  O ff ic e r  fo r W A ) . 
W ith  G i l l ia n  H a lla m  as lead  re sea rch e r, the  p ro je c t rep resents 
Stage 3 o f the neXus study w h ic h  fo cuses on d eve lop in g  a  p ro file  
o f  A u s t ra lia n  L IS  p ro fe s s io n a ls  an d  is su e s  im p a c t in g  on  th e  
LIS w o rk fo rce .

N a tio n a l tren d s an d  in f lu e n c e s  in the A u s tra lia n  h ea lth  se c to r 
p rovided  the im petus fo r the study, in c lu d in g  w id e-ran g ing  health 
w o rk fo rc e  p la n n in g  and  d e ve lo p m e n t, e H e a lth  stra teg ies , and 
the Federal G o v e rn m e n t's  hea lth  and  h o sp ita ls  re form  p la n . A s 
A u s tra lia , c o m p a re d  w ith  so m e o th e r c o u n tr ie s , c u r re n t ly  has 
no s p e c ia l is t  h ea lth  lib ra r ia n sh ip  q u a lif ic a t io n  o r re q u ire m e n t 
fo r  lib ra r ia n s  to  d e m o n stra te  o n g o in g  c o n t in u in g  p ro fe ss io n a l 
d e v e lo p m e n t , a k e y  o b je c t iv e  o f th e  s tu d y  is to  d e v e lo p  a 
s tru c tu re d , c o m p e te n c y  b ased , m o d u la r e d u c a tio n  fra m e w o rk  
fo r sp ec ia lis t post-graduate q u a lif ica tio n s together w ith  a  structure 
fo r ongo ing  co n tin u in g  p ro fessiona l d eve lo p m ent.

Inform ed by an environm enta l scan  o f in ternational and A ustra lian  
trends in the hea lth  secto r g e n e ra lly  and in health  lib ra ria n sh ip  
in p a rt ic u la r , tw o  su rve y  in stru m e n ts h ave  been  d e ve lo p e d . In 
Feb ruary-M arch  2 0 1 0 , a  w eb-based  q uestionnaire  w as  d istributed 
to tw o target groups (health lib rarians and health lib rary  m anagers). 
T h e  U S  M ed ica l L ib ra ry  A ssoc ia tion 's co m p etency  fram e w o rk  w as 
adapted fo r the research , w ith  the m ain  thrust o f the q uestionnaire  
being to find  out w h at roles are cu rren tly  being  perform ed and the 
in d iv id u a ls ' an d  m anagers' p ercep tions o f lik e ly  changes to these 
ro les . In te rv ie w s w il l  a lso  be con d u cted  w ith  su rve y  pa rtic ip an ts  
and  vario u s em p lo ye rs to e xp lo re  th e ir percep tions o f fu tu re  roles 
fo r lib ra ria n s  in the health  sector.

M ore  than 2 0 0  health  lib ra ry  and  in fo rm ation  p ro fess io n a ls  have 
responded to the in d iv id u a l su rvey , w h ile  the su rvey  o f m anagers 
has re ce n tly  c lo se d . T h e  fin d in g s from  the study, w ith  a  fo cu s  on 
the s k il ls , co m p e te n c ie s , and scop e  o f p rac tice  needed  to m eet 
health sector dem ands, w il l be d iscussed  at the A L IA  A cce ss  2 0 1 0  
C o n fe re n ce . T h e  stream  'A cce ss  H ea lth  L ib ra r ian sh ip  - M app in g , 
Scop ing  and D eve lo p in g  the H ealth  L ib rarian  o f the N ext D ecad e ' 
w il l e xam in e  educationa l pathw ays to p ractice , n e w  and em erging 
ro le s , and the p ro fess io n a l d e ve lo p m e n t p a th w ays  that need  to 
be estab lish ed . T h e re  w il l a lso  be a  session  to p resent a  national 
round-up o f the issues a ffecting  health  lib ra ria n sh ip  in the  states 
and  te rrito ries .

If you  are  in vo lve d  in the  health  lib ra ry  secto r -  e sp e c ia lly  if  you 
have a lre ad y  con tribu ted  to the research  -  m ake  su re you lo o k  to 
yo u r o w n  h ea lthy  p ro fessiona l fu tu re  at A L IA  A c c e ss  2 0 1 0 .

Gill Hallam
Adjunct Professor I Inform ation System s Discipline  
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CUBE DISPLAY SYSTEM NEW CURVED 
DISPLAY SYSTEM

A bax Sy item s

Our philosophy
• We listen
• We work with you
• We work for you
• We deliver

CUBE is a square-built system. Available with flat shelves, display shelves (or a combination of 
both). This unit can blend with any environment. The form and quality of CUBE creates a unique 
storage and presentation system that stands above the rest!

Empty inner space: The centre of the CUBE is open, it can be built around a column therefore 
utilising often wasted or redundant space. The inner space is standard 320 x 320cm, but when 
you want to build the CUBE around an object of a different size , units can be made to suit.

CUBE DISPLAY
As with all Abax display units, CUBE is uniquely designed and constructed with genuine 
craftsmanship and attention to detail.CUBE offers three different storage and display options. 
Flat Shelves, Angled Display and Slatwall Display Inserts. Custom signage and display inserts 
are also available to be made. Choose from a wide selection of finishes in Melamine, Veneer, 
and powder coating to suit your particular decor.

STANDARD DIMENSIONS
Overall dimensions = 1950mm H x 915mm W x 915mm D 
Shelf width = 595mm 
Shelf depth = 250mm 
Display shelf depth = 250mm
Custom heights and sizes available under the Standard Dimensions 

FEATURES
•  Durable construction
•  Stylish design
•  Wide choice of colours
•  Units can be all flat shelves, all display shelves or a mix of both
•  Slatwall Display Back panels available
•  Canopy tops and shelves available with title strips
•  Shelving adjusts in 15mm increments
•  Custom designed and configured units to suit your needs.
•  Ask about our new curved display system

For more information, a quotation or to arrange to have a representative discuss your particular 
needs on site, please contact us by phone, fax or email.
Phone: 1300 300 369 | Fax: 1300 300 676 | Email: info@abax.com.au | Web: www.abax.com.au
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