
Incredibly thrilling chairs
W rit in g  an a r t ic le  fo r th is  m a g az in e  is fr ig h tfu lly  

intim idating. "W henever possible," the inCite guidelines say, 
"Choose the active vo ice . Sentences like 'comfortable chairs 
were purchased' are much more dynam ic when worded 'we 
purchased comfortable chairs'."

A lthough I share your interest in the th rillin g  w orld  of 
furniture acquisition, I have something else to talk about. Stick 
with me, and I promise a chair joke at the end.

I'm one of the am bassadors for the Indigenous Literacy 
Project, founded in 2004 by Brisbane bookseller Suzy W ilson, 
which has grown to provide specially-chosen books each year 
to hundreds of kids in remote Aboriginal comm unities. Other 
am bassadors inc lude Kate G re n v ille , Sam W atson , D avid  
M alouf, Andy G riffiths, Anita Heiss, and G era ld ine Brooks. 
The Project invites readers, writers, publishers, and booksellers 
to help close the 'literacy gap'.

M any disadvantages com bine to impose very low  literacy 
levels for these kids. English could  be their th ird or fourth 
language, they usually have no books at home, they live in 
geographical iso lation, and m any of them have sign ificant 
hearing loss. (For more details, please see the FAQ section of 
the Project's website, coming up.)

The P ro ject is run by a sp ec ia lis t c re w  from  The Fred 
Hollows Foundation, a trusted name in comm unities because 
of its health work. W e ask kids, teachers, parents, and elders 
what sort of books they'd like and which ones need translation. 
This is well-received because there's consultation and respect, 
the policy doesn't change, and books are delivered as promised 
for toddlers and school-kids, for their very own.

As a professional, you know how important it is to choose 
carefully. You can't just randomly chuck a book at somebody, 
hoping it's going to be enjoyed, and that it's not cu ltu ra lly  
offensive. (Imagine: a truck slows w h ile  passing a home in the 
outback and a Joan Co llins novel is hurled out the w indow . 
Have these people not suffered enough?)

I've v is ited  com m unities and schools in the Northern 
Territory and I'm proud to see what's being done w ith  the 
books provided by the goodwill of publishers and the money 
raised at concerts and book events.

And that's how you can help. You can host an easy-peasy, 
booky-squeezy, one-off fund-raising event in your library. To 
host a Great Book Swap you just let people know a day and 
time they can come and swap one of their favourite books for 
somebody else's, and make a gold coin (or bigger) donation. 
Indigenous Literacy Day for 2010  is W ednesday 1 September 
but any other day is fine.

To see how to host a Great Book Swap and share around 
the love of books, please go to the website. O r I'm com ing 
over to sit on you, and I'll use the active voice.

The website: indigenousliteracyproject.org.au
W hy did the philosophy professor give top marks to a girl 

w ho  spent on ly  1 0 seconds on the answer to the set essay 
topic, "Prove that the chair I'm sitting on doesn't exist"?

Because the girl wrote: "W hat chair?"

Kaz Cooke
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O u r  M o s t  

Im p o r t a n t  

C lie n t  is Y o u

Abax is all-embracing, all-encompassing and all 
inclusive, promising to provide a solution for every 

possible requirem ent a client may have.

With a solid reputation for unwavering quality and performance, Abax 
provides complete solutions for public, private and educational libraries. 
The product range includes storage, filing, desking and seating systems; 
library shelving, fitout services and design assistance.
Abax's unique library shelving is specifically designed for library 
environments w here strength and flexibility are specific requirements. 
Customers have the assurance of knowing that they are dealing w ith an 
organisation whose track record proves the importance given to quality -  
both in the products they make and the service offered to their customers.
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