
-  a n d  w h a t  a  y e a r  i t  h a s  b e e n

lives. She found a book in his native language for a Russian 
offender who said he would remain on hunger strike until 
he had something to read.

■ The health librarian who calculated the tim e saved by his 
team carrying out research for medical professionals and 
estimated that it was the equivalent of a full-tim e nursing 
position.

■ The public librarian whose maintenance budget had been 
slashed, who turned it into a 'k ille r fact' -  "the council 
spends less on m aintain ing our lib rary than you w ould  
spend on fixing things in your own home."

■ Several school librarians, who said that the library was one 
of the key factors used by prospective parents to judge the 
quality of the school.

She com m ents, "The most rew ard ing  th ing about the 
workshops is hearing from A LIA  members that they can take 
the ideas w e 've talked about during the session and apply 
them in their w orkp laces. People also say they w ill share 
what they've learned with their colleagues, so ALIA's advocacy 
message w ill have reached many members and library and 
inform ation professionals as a result o f the A ssociation 's 
investment in this free PD."

There are still five workshops, in Sydney in October, and 
Perth in November. Check the ALIA  professional development 
calendar for dates, venues and registration details http://www. 
alia.org.au/education/pd/pd.services/training.calendar.html.

Sue McKerracher
The Library Agency
sue@thelibraryagency.org.au

How did you use our federal 
election campaign kit?
W e have had a very good response to the A LIA  federal election 
campaign kit availab le from when the election was called.

The kit included key messages, contact details for the major 
parties, the top 10 lobbying priorities for A L IA  m em bers, 
links to other resources, and two template letters to MPs and 
opposition candidates: http://www.alia.org.au/election2010/.

W e asked the A L IA  Public Libraries Advisory Committee 
members how they had used the kit. Jan Richards, in Orange, 
told us, "I forwarded the link to A B C  radio, who were doing 
a series of interview s w ith  local candidates and had asked 
listeners to send in questions. I fe lt that there was a good 
selection of questions in the A LIA  docum ent and I know that 
the A B C  incorporated some of them into their discussion."

G eorg e C o w ch e r, from  the State L ib ra ry  o f W estern 
A ustra lia , said , "I d idn 't use the tem plates m yse lf -  even 
though I think they are very good -  but did read with interest 
the responses from the parties. I th ink the top ten priorities 
are interesting and w e ll worth keeping in m ind. I th ink the 
work that A LIA  did was great and can have ongoing benefit if 
people choose to use it, for exam ple for state elections." As a 
case in point, Margaret A llen , State Librarian of W A  and V ice
President of ALIA , used the priorities as part of her presentation 
at an event in September, going on to focus spec ifica lly  on 
digitisation and the National Year of Reading.

A L IA  Executive D irecto r Sue H utley exp la ined , " It was 
incred ib ly useful to have the three main parties respond to 
the series of questions w e posed. W e w ill now be ab le to 
quote their responses back to them about the role of libraries, 
digitisation, the National Broadband Network, and other major 
initiatives."

W e would love to hear more stories from members. Contact 
us through advocacy@alia.org.au.

t r o v e . n l a . g o v . a u

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA

Trove N ATIO N A L
LIBRARY
O F  A U S T R A L I A

o n e  s e a r c h  ... a  w e a lth  o f  in fo rm a tio n

read, listen, 
tag, comment, 
research, enjoy!
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