
Free copyright in your area
The need to be informed, active, and involved with changing 
econom ic and legislative copyright issues has never been so 
critica l as in today's digital age.

The recent changes to the Copyright Act have added to the 
difficulties of com plying with copyright law. Library workers 
must deal w ith a diverse array of material formats, each of 
which poses its own unique copyright challenges.

To provide an understanding of copyright, w e w ill again 
offer free copyright train ing sessions to our m em bers. The 
sessions w ill be hosted by the re levant State L ib ra ry  in 
each state and are open to all sectors: specia l, pub lic , and 
educational library and information services.

Copyright Training Sessions
Session I: Copyright Essentials -  Beginner
This session outlines the essential elements of copyright law 
and sets a foundation for a firm understanding of the interplay 
between the competing public policy objectives embodied in 
the Copyright Act -  the balancing of interests between creators 
and users. It stresses the importance of balanced copyright law, 
discusses creators' rights in terms of the scope of protection, 
the rights protected, and infringem ent, and users' rights in 
terms of limitations and exceptions to copyright protection.

Session II: Modern Challenges -  Intermediate
The aim  of the session is to address some of the com m on 
copyright questions from librarians working at the 'coal face' 
and the challenges faced by modern libraries as they seek to 
provide broader access to their co llections. It w ill propose 
practical solutions to everyday copyright com pliance issues 
that librarians frequently face . Fo llow ing the presentation, 
participants w ill have the opportunity to workshop questions 
from the audience.

Session III: Orphan Works -  Advanced
This session is based on the A LC C 's  po licy  position w h ich  
considers three ways to set orphan works free: removing the 
perpetual copyright protection of unpublished works; applying 
the flexib le  dealing exception to large scale uses of orphan 
works by developing a best practice for reasonable enquiries 
and expanding the concept of a 'special case'; critiquing the 
approach of using licence based models that com m ercialise 
orphan works.

Schedule
The fo llow ing  schedule has been tentatively arranged with 
State Libraries around Australia:

Date State Host Sessions

2 8 -3 0  September 2010 W A State Library I, II, III

8 October 2010 V IC State L ib ra ry  
and Melb Uni

I, II, III

M id to late October NSW State Library I, II

M id to late October ACT National 
L ib r a r y  o f 
Australia

I, II, III

3 November 2010 TAS State Library I, II

9 November 2010 Q LD State Library I, II, III

TBA SA State Library I, II

The Australian Libraries Copyright Committee (A LCC ) is the 
peak consultative body and po licy  forum for the discussion 
of copyright issues affecting Australian libraries and archives. 
It considers the im pact o f copyright law  on its m em bers, 
develops policy, and provides an effective and unified vo ice 
to governm ent, copyright ow ners and m edia . The A LC C  
advocates action to support the role of libraries as information 
providers and preservers, and the w ider public interest in the 
advancement of learning, innovation, research and knowledge.

About the presenter
Matt Dawes is the Copyright Law and Policy Adviser for 
the A LC C  and its sister organisation, the Australian Digital 
A llian ce  (ADA), a non-profit cross-sectoral coalition founded 
to represent the public interest perspective in the copyright 
debate and to advocate for balanced copyright law. Prior 
to working at the A LC C  and A D A , Matt was a graduate at 
the Australian Competition and Consum er Com m ission. 
Matt's research interests are balanced copyright law  and the 
interplay between competition and intellectual property law.

Matt Dawes
Copyright Law  and Policy Advisor 
A D A | A LC C
mdawes@nla.gov.au

ALIA Information Science (SA) -  highlighting library information
A LIA  Information Science (SA) aim s to provide a forum for 
presenting and demonstrating the application o f em ergent 
techno log ies to lib rary and inform ation agencies and the 
people w ho w o rk  in them . O u r com m ittee meets once a 
month at a central Adelaide location, where w e can be found 
d iscussing the latest innovations in our fie ld , both lib rary 
and technological. There is often live ly debate about which 
innovations to showcase at our next event, and who w e should 
ask to speak -  with so many talented individuals in the library 
field, there is no shortage of inspiration!

O ur enthusiastic and active committee is known for hosting 
regular events w h ich  hold broad appeal fo r inform ation 
professionals, students, and the w id e r lib rary com m unity. 
Successful events run by the group include: CONtem plating 
V A LA : Your ch an ce  to C o n n ect w ith  V A LA  C ontent & 
C o n versa tio n s  (2 0 1 0 ), N e w  d eve lo p m ents at F lin d e rs  
University Library (2010), and W eb 2 .0 : From the Cradle to 
the Future (2009).

W e currently  have tw e lve  com m ittee m em bers, drawn 
from university libraries, special libraries, and other public 
and private organisations. Committe membership is flexib le ,

w ith  som e mem bers attending face-to-face m eetings and 
others keeping in touch v ia  em ail and our Google Groups 
in terface . Som e o f our group m em bers in c lu d e  Fiona 
Thom son, Academ ic Librarian and former systems librarian, 
U niversity  of South Australia , founder member of the A LIA  
Information Science (SA) group and currently our Treasurer; 
Christine Cother, Manager Academ ic Library Services Mawson 
Lakes, University of South Australia, Convenor in 2008-2009; 
T racy G am lin , Inform ation Spec ia list, N ational Centre for 
Vocational Education Research; Chris O 'M a lley , Reference 
L ib rarian , Flinders U n iversity ; and D ebbie W a llis , Liaison 
Librarian, Flinders University -  Debbie became Convenor of 
the committee in 2010.

W e are always looking for new members and would love 
to hear from you. To join our committee or to find out more 
about ALIA  Information Science (SA), please contact the group 
Convenor.

Debbie Wallis
debbie.wallis@ flinders.edu.au
(08) 8201 2517
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