
Contribute to the association the new graduate way 
-  watch this space
Become a member of ALIA? Volunteer for the New Generation 
Advisory Committee? O rganise and attend a national A LIA  
conference? Check, check, and check. So, what should I do 
next?

Present a paper and be a speaker for the What's Next stream 
at the A LIA  Access Conference 2010?

Having never presented a paper before and not knowing 
w hat to exp ect, I w o rked  doub ly  hard and subm itted 2 
abstracts in response to the call for abstracts. The reality hit 
home when the yes em ail arrived: I took tim e off from work 
and locked m yself at home to prepare for the paper, enrolled 
myself on a 2-day public speaking course conducted by TAFE, 
spent many sleepless nights rehearsing my lines in the dark 
and, of course, the actual Ben Hur -  presentation itself.

The night before the actual presentation, I couldn't afford 
to pay $30 for the hotel W IF I. I was alone and suffered from 
a major nervous attack in the hotel room. I scribbled on my 
diary, "if I can survive my first 20-m inute presentation at a 
national conference in front of other talented and passionate 
library folks, nothing w ill be too d ifficu lt for me". In the end,
I forgot a few  words and ended slightly early, but surprisingly,
I did survive.

If I didn't push the boundaries and face my indescribable 
fear of public speaking head-on, most likely I would have had 
a far better understanding of the concept of weekends for the 
past 5 months. How ever, I ce rta in ly  w ou ld  not have been 
able to attend the conference in my own capacity as a new 
graduate, and experience firsthand all the face-to-face learning 
and networking opportunities with all the other new graduates, 
as w ell as attendees from other states and library sectors.
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Library tours to Surfer's Paradise, free 3D  movie passes in 
the exh ib ito rs' show  bags, and pre/post conference drinks 
and nibbles aside, most importantly, if I didn't do what I did,
I would have missed the opportunity to experience personal 
growth and contribute to my own professional association at 
a w hole new level as a conference speaker.

W e might be the new kids in the block, inexperienced and 
sometime clueless, but the overwhelm ing responses from the 
#grads and #camp streams regarding writing abstracts for the 
professional journals and presenting at a conference definitely 
reflect a great deal of interest am ong the new  graduates -  
not o n ly  the w illin g n ess  to step up to the challeng e as a 
conference speaker, but also the burning desire to take baby 
steps in contributing to and building up our own professional 
association, regardless of w here w e  are in our professional 
journeys.

W atch out for the next call for abstracts from A LIA  N ew  
Librarians' Symposium 2011, but if you needed an instant dose 
of gratification, why not organise your own new generation 
L ibrary Cam p and start practic ing  for your first 5 m inutes 
lighting talk?

At my presentation, I challenged the audience to submit 
an article to InCite, and I am walking the ta lk  by submitting 
my first 500 words. If you are inspired to do likew ise , let's 
ta lk . Contact me at h ilib rarian@ hotm ail.com  or Tw itter @ 
librarianhoi

Hoi Ng
E-Services Librarian, V ictoria Park Library
hng@vicpark.wa.gov.au

Partnering with the Profession

• 20+ years experience in Information Management
• Employment Consulting & Library Technical Services
• Local, State & Federal Government endorsed supplier

Zenith is a specialist agency offering Employment Consulting and 
Library Technical Services to the Library, Records, Archives and 
Information Management industries. Zenith serves clients across 
all sectors from public libraries and government departments to 
education, large corporate and not-for-profit organisations.

With offices in Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra, and as a 
member of Careers MultiList, with over 90 affiliate partners 
around Australia, Zenith can offer a wider range of employment 
and technical services than other agencies within the 
Information Management sector.

As a partner we recognise you as a dynamic and creative market 
leader who appreciates emerging technologies and the impact a 
highly capable and motivated team can have.

A  successful partnership with Zenith is assured as like us, you:
• embrace change and demonstrate a flexible approach to 

influencing stakeholders
• have a customer centric perspective which is evident across all 

business initiatives
• are keen to accept constructive input from 

experienced industry partners.

Please call John Cooksey, General Manager
Employment Services or Julie Daw,
General Manager - Library Technical
Services on 1300 852 555.

www.zenmgt.com Z E N I T H
INFORM ATION M A N A G EM EN T SER V IC ES

Franchise Partner of CareersMultiList.com.au
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