
D i r e c t l i n e
Every m em ber - yes, that's You!
T h is  past yea r has en ab led  a c le a r and 
obvious focus on advocacy for all parts of the 
Association. Graham  has discussed some of 
the National Advisory Congress outcomes from 
last year in his Frontline.

On other key achievements in the advocacy 
area from the past tw elve months:
■ The Board established the A L IA  National 

Partne rsh ip s S tan d in g  C o m m ittee , an 
ongoing com m ittee w ith  representatives 
from the five key library sectors - specials, 
TAFE, university, national and state, public 
and schools.

■ In an election year w e created an Election Kit 
that was localised to add relevancy

■ The Every Member an Advocate workshops 
were held and the advocacy advice service 
established

■ These  w o rksh o p s co n trib u ted  to the 
professional development of our members 
in the area of lobbying and advocacy skills

■ A L IA  conducted an important Roundtable 
meeting with 14 national library associations 
and bodies represented

■ Significant contribution to the school library 
and teacher librarian government inquiry 
including submissions, videos, and public 
hearings

■ The Public Libraries Advisory Com m ittee 
undertook the developm ent of National 
Public Library Standards (due for completion 
by the end of 2010)

■ The Specials Library Advisory Committee 
completed the Special Library Guidelines and 
have started work on the statistical project for 
the sector

■ The Every M em ber an Advocate  kit was 
developed and is available on the website

■ The Special Libraries Advisory Committee 
added a range of advocacy materials to their 
w iki

■ For Library and Information Week w e created 
sectoral resources and great ideas for each 
sector

■ The TAFE Libraries Advisory Committee held 
an advocacy-focussed meeting to discuss the 
issues for that sector

■ W e have reported back to the members about 
our advocacy work in a variety of reports and 
summaries (and this edition of inCite)

I was also pleased to present a keynote 
at the IFLA  W L IC  on our national Australian 
advocacy initiatives. http://www.ifla.org/ifla76

W e hope that A L IA  members w ill recall 
what they have seen and learnt about advocacy 
and lobbying in coming years - and remember 
the phrase every member is an advocate. You 
may say that you do not need the skills  and 
concepts discussed at the workshops right now, 
nor the range of materials A L IA  has produced 
-  but advocacy should be for every day. O ur 
thanks to Sue M cKerracher for undertaking the 
Every Member an Advocate workshops around 
the country this year.

NBN -  ALIA  w orking  for you
O n e  of the key areas that the A ssociation  
w ill focus on in 2011 w ill be the ro llout of 
the N atio na l B road band N etw o rk . A L IA  
has been asked to contribute to the research

project funded by the Institute of Broadband 
Enabled Socie ty  (IBES) at the U n ive rsity  of 
M elbourne Assessing the Potential Barriers 
to the Adoption o f  H igh-Speed Broadband  
by Australian Business. I w ill be presenting 
a keynote address to the C S IR O  Broadband 
Su m m it in H o b art in N ovem ber, 
www.csirobroadband.com/ identify ing the 
im portant role that the variety of Australian 
Libraries w ill contribute to the rollout. Public 
Libraries which are in the first site and regional 
ro llout areas have been contacted to form a 
com m unication  and best p ractice  netw ork 
to fac ilitate  library-related case studies. W e 
w ill be continuing to advocate to government 
on th is im portant national in frastructu re , 
w ith  eq u a lity  o f access and ava ila b ility  of 
Australian content at the top of the list of our 
key messages.

Members directly support national advocacy 
though the ir f in a n c ia l co n trib ution , but it 
benefits everyone (includ ing non-members). 
How  can w e tell the story on the importance 
of supporting the national Association in these 
efforts? That is part of your role as a member. 
You may have seen my #Top10for2010 - Top 
Ten Reasons to Join a L ib ra ry  A ssociation  
http://top10for2010.wordpress.com

Help w rite  the future of books in Australia
The Austra lian  Governm ent's Book Industry 
S tra teg y  G ro u p  (B IS G ) has c a lle d  fo r 
subm ission regarding the future of books in 
Austra lia . Com m ents w ill be sought on the 
Terms of Reference for the Group (availab le 
at http://www.innovation.gov.au/bisg) which 
w ill exam ine how the Australian industry can 
prosper in the digital marketplace:
■ considering  the im m ediate challeng e of 

making the supply chain for printed books 
more efficient

■ exp lo ring  how  the prin t and e lec tro n ic  
supply chains might be integrated through 
the development of viab le business models

■ engag ing  w ith  o ther ad v iso ry  bod ies, 
organisations and Australian Governm ent 
agencies that have an interest in this issue

Please provide your comments to contribute to 
the ALIA  submission by Monday 6th December 
2010 to submissions@alia.org.au

The Librarians 3
W ith  the latest series o f the A B C  T V  show  
com ing to an end, w e  should be rem inded 
that this com edy has also contributed to the 
advocacy of our profession. W hether w e like 
it or not, libraries w ill continue to be a part of 
the Australian com edy scene, im m ortalising 
us. Use the TV  series as conversation starters 
with your friends and non-library colleagues 
to enable more productive discussions about 
the im portance o f libraries. And you could 
also  send your friends a lin k  to The Little 
Book o f  Public Libraries to ta lk  about the 
real public libraries. http://www.alia.org.au/ 
publiclibraries
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