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A L IA  r e s e a r c h  g r a n t s  a n d  

a w a r d s  n o w  o p e n
Applications for the Research Grants and  Twila 

Ann Janssen Herr Award are now open. As the 
peak body for the library and information industry, 
ALIA is com m itted to supporting and  promoting 
research within our sector. These grants and  aw ards 
are d e d ica te d  to assisting mem bers to further their 
research goals and  support the developm ent of 
exce llen ce  in knowledge and practice  in the library 
and information services sector.

ALIA Research Grants provide funding of up to 
$5000 and  are open to practising librarians or library 
technician mem bers who have been personal 
financial mem bers for at least two years, and with a  
minimum of three years' experience at the time of 
application.

These grants are designed to assist professional 
mem bers to undertake projects they would 
otherwise be unable to consider b e cau se  of the 
time and costs involved. Recipients are supported 
to undertake a  study program on a  se lected  library 
or information issue of present and future re levance  
to the developm ent and  im provem ent of library 
and information services in Australia. The project 
m ay include preliminary work, local or overseas 
visits and/or consultations, attachm ent to another 
organisation, or preparation of a  publication.
It is exp ected  that the project will provide an 
opportunity for self-developm ent as well as benefit 
the recipient's institution and  present position.

Full details of the Research Grants c a n  be  found 
at w ww .alia.org.au/aw ards/research.grant.

The Twila Ann Janssen Herr Award for early 
career library and information services supports 
practitioners undertaking research in the area  
of information services for people  with a  disability. It 
is nam ed after Twila Herr, FALIA and life m em ber of 
the Association, in recognition of her tireless work in 
the pursuit of exce llen ce  in library and information 
services, in particular services to those with a  
disability, the d isadvantaged  and senior citizens.

This aw ard  aims to enco u rag e  research and  
projects that explore the potential for further 
developm ent of existing Australian services for 
people with a  disability, investigations into the use 
of emerging technologies in the provision of a cce ss  
to services for those with a  disability, or aiming to 
increase the knowledge and skills of practising 
library and  information professionals in services for 
people with a  disability. For more information on this 
aw ard , visit www.alia.org.au/awards/herr.disability.

Applications for the ALIA Research Grants and the 
Twila Ann Janssen Herr Award close on 2 July 2012. 
For full information on aw ards and grants, visit www. 
alia.org.au/awards/term s.and.conditions.

With Library Week and  
National Simultaneous 
Storytime almost upon 
us, the spotlight this 
month is well and  truly 
on public libraries. 
Which m eans it's a  
good m om ent to 
ponder the work of 
the ALIA Public Library 
Advisory Com m ittee  
(PLAC). PLAC is just

one of ALIA's advisory com m ittees working on behalf 
of m embers to a d v o ca te  for the profession.

PLAC provides a  pivotal role linking public 
libraries and ALIA so that together w e  ca n  work 
towards maximising the outcom es for the public library 
network across Australia. ALIA PLAC works with local 
representatives from e a ch  state on a d v o c a c y  projects 
such as production of the ALIA N ational Sta nd a rd s a n d  
G uidelines for Public Libraries and the ALIA Internet

Romancing the future
ALIA m embers travel far and w ide and work in m any  

different p laces. Recently, ALIA m em ber M adeleine  
Lefebvre w as reappointed for a  second  term as Chief 
Librarian of Ryerson University Library and Archives in 
C a n a d a . Her tenure there has included significant 
achievem ents such as achieving a c c e p ta n c e  of the 
University Library into the C an ad ian  Association of 
Research Libraries -  making it only the seco nd  a c a d e m ic  
library to attain such membership in 34 years. She also 
published a  book in 2005, The R o m a n c e  o f Libraries 
(Scarecrow  Press).

Now, as a  m em ber of the Student Learning Centre  
building com m ittee, M adeleine is playing a  major role 
in the design and  developm ent of Ryerson's learning 
centre for the 21st century. Her vision for the expanded  
library sp a c e  will incorporate collaborative learning and  
innovative digital technologies and  she has shared the link 
with us to give her fellow mem bers a  peak at the action: 
w w w .ryerson.ca/ryersonbuilds/studentlearn.htm l.
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