
Volume 33 Issue 6 June 2012

22

Urban informatics under the 
microscope
As p a rt o f the p ro g ra m  for Inform ation A w a ren e ss  
M onth  in M a y , the A urora Foundation  a n d  the  
Australian Business Foundation  la u n c h e d  their 
inaugural R e se a rch  Fellowship rep o rt titled Urban  
Inform atics: R e se a rch  a n d  Insights for Libraries, 
Cultural Industries a n d  Innovation System s, b y  
A sso c ia te  Professor M a rcu s Foth of Q u e e n sla n d  
University o f T ech no lo g y .

Professor Foth's paper explores the co n ce p t of 
urban informatics, which covers how  knowledge is 
used and shared across the urban land scap e  via 
digital technologies. Urban informatics focuses on 
the intersection of people, p laces and technology, 
and the resulting implications for creativity, 
innovation and  engagem ent.

The paper looks at findings from this field and  how  
cultural and creative institutions (such as galleries,

libraries, archives and museums) c a n  leverage these 
new  developm ents to c reate  greater opportunities 
for knowledge dem ocratisation, individual and  
comm unity engagem ent, and innovation for 
creative industries and practices.

Professor Foth also show cases a  range of ca se  
studies from urban computing to community 
activism to show how  urban informatics ca n  inform 
the role of the cultural and creative sector in the 
new  know ledge econom y.

Aurora Foundation Board M em ber Brenda 
M cC o n ch ie  said the report offers a  blueprint for 
"working with leaders w ho w ant to e m b race  
current and  em erging techno logy across the 
professional sp ace ."

The report is the result of a  fellowship funded  
by the Aurora Foundation in cooperation with the 
Australian Business Foundation and will be used as 
a resource for an Aurora Masterclass in Strategy 
and Innovation to be held in Sydney in August. The 
full report can  be viewed on the Australian Business 
Foundation's website at www.abfoundation.com.au.
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processes and expertise
Alned P ckfords Business Relocations uses modem
equipment and unique cataloguing systems that enable
books and files to bo relocated in sequence order.

We recenlly completed the successful relocation of
M a c q u a r i e  U n t v e r s i ly  L ib r a r y  c o l l e c t o r  in c l u d in g  1 .3  m il Item
books using Australia's only purpose built automated book
cleaning machines owned and operated by Allied Prckfwds
Business Relocations
Here are some reasons why companies utilise our services.
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