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T h e  R e a d i n g  H o u r  W r a p  U p  -  a d v o c a c y  

i n  j u s t  1 0  m i n u t e s  a  d a y

On 25 August 2012, the National Year of Reading  
launched its seco nd  headline event -  The Reading  
Hour. This w as a  signature event for the National 
Year of Reading 2012 and also the cam p aign 's call 
to action for families -  "share a  book with your child 
for 10 minutes a  day, an hour a  w eek".

M argaret Allen, chair of the National Year 
of Reading founders and  State Library of WA, 
explained, "The phrase '10 minutes a  day, an hour 
a w eek' is our ‘slip, slop, slap'. It's the take a w a y  
m essage that w e  hope will b e co m e  the a c c e p te d  
norm. We know it's not always possible for parents 
to share a  book at bedtim e with their children, but 
if they c a n  m an ag e  10 minutes most nights, their 
child will have  the best c h a n c e  of becom ing a  
good reader, with all the social and educational 
benefits that brings. Most of our brain developm ent 
happens betw een birth and three years of ag e , so 
it's not enough to assum e that children will learn 
to read w hen they get to school. Parents need  to 
share stories and rhymes right from d ay  one -  and  
a good w a y  of finding out more is to join storytimes, 
rhymetimes, b ab y  bounce, and  toddler sessions at 
the local library."

The Reading Hour w as nominally from 6pm to 
7pm on 25 August, but events hap p en ed  all d ay  
around the country. Key partners included Dymocks, 
Scholastic, The Walt Disney C om pany, and ABC  
Local Radio. Som e highlights from across Australia 
include:

• Big screen fun at the Urban Screen at The 
Concourse, Chatsw ood, Sydney, with Marvel 
reading super heroes and  prize giveaw ays, 
also b eam ed  live to the Cultural Centre  
Screen in the Perth Cultural Centre.

• The Reading Hour party for kids at the 
Melbourne Writers Festival, in partnership with 
774 ABC Melbourne and featuring A BC 3's 
Kayne and Amberley.

• Young reading cham pions w ere flown to 
Melbourne from all around Australia for a  
‘m oney-can't-buy' w eekend , including being 
the specia l guests at the Melbourne Writers 
Festival Reading Hour party. The cham pions 
w ere the winners of competitions run by ABC  
Local Radio in every state and territory.

• The announcem ent of the winners of the 
Adult Learners W eek competition ‘It's never 
too late ... to learn to read ', m ade  possible 
by funding from the Australian Governm ent 
Departm ent of Industry, Innovation, Science , 
Research and  Tertiary Education through VET 
National Programs Funding.

• The launch of the Big Issue annual fiction 
edition, featuring stories by well-known writers.

Every edition sold directly helps people who  
are homeless or d isadvantaged.

• The Sydney Jewish Writers Festival opening  
night Reading Hour panel discussion with NSW 
Premier Barry O'Farrell and famous nam e  
authors.

• MS Readathon's ‘60 MinuteS for MS' 
fundraiser on 24 August.

• Kumon Education Centres partnered with 
libraries to run events for families with English 
as another language.

The Reading Hour w as supported by Disney 
Junior. You c a n  see  the stunning video spot specially  
created  for the event on the website www. 
thereadinghour.org.au.

Feed b ack  has been overwhelmingly positive, with 
m any requests that The Reading Hour b e co m e  a  
yearly event. The National Year of Reading founder 
partners are looking at ways to carry forward som e  
of the projects that have  worked well during 2012 
and have greater longevity.

On 12 November, at the National Library of 
Australia, in Canberra , there will be a  le g acy  event 
for 200 invited guests to help shape w hat the future 
might look like. The National Year of Reading le g acy  
event will be officially o pened  by Her Excellency  
Ms Quentin Bryce A C  C V O , Governor-General 
of the Com m onw ealth of Australia. It will be a  
celebration of the achievem ents of everyone  
who has participated in the cam p aign  and it will 
be an opportunity to m ake recom m endations 
to policymakers about the future of reading in 
Australia.
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