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It's o u r N a tio n a l Y e a r o f R e a d in g : m a k e  th e  m o s t o f it

W h a t a n  a m a z in g  s ta rt to  2012! It w a s  m y  g re a t 
p leasu re  as ALIA P resident a n d  C h a ir o f th e  N a tio n a l 
Year o f R e a d in g  F ound ing  Partners to  g re e t th e  
Prime M in ister fo r th e  la u n c h  o f th e  N a tio n a l Year 
o f R e a d in g  2012 a t  th e  N a tio n a l L ibrary o f A ustra lia  
in C a n b e rra  on  F ebrua ry  14th. It w a s  a  w o n d e r fu l 
d a y  a n d  a  g re a t success, w ith  th e  Prime M inister 
a n d  M inisters C re a n  a n d  G a rre tt all sp e a k in g  o f 
the ir a d m ira tio n  a n d  s u p p o rt fo r libraries a n d  the ir 
p e rsona l stories o f th e  e n jo y m e n t o f re a d in g .

As o n e  m e m b e r re m a rk e d  on  th e  
d a y , n e v e r b e fo re  h a v e  w e  h a d  th e  
Prime M in ister a n d  tw o  sen ior M inisters 
all to g e th e r  ta lk in g  p u b lic ly  a b o u t 
libraries a n d  the ir v a lu e  to  A ustra lia . The 
N a tio n a l Year o f R e a d in g  p rov ides  an  
o p p o rtu n ity  fo r ALIA, a n d  fo r in d iv id u a l 
m e m b e rs , to  c o n tin u e  this c o n v e rs a tio n  
a t  all levels o f th e  p o lit ic a l la n d s c a p e .

A ro u n d  th e  n a t io n  in  c a p i t a l  c it ie s , 

in m e t ro p o lit a n  a r e a s ,  a n d  in  c o u n t r y  

a n d  r e g io n a l c e n t r e s ;  in  p u b l ic , s t a t e , 

te rr ito ry , s c h o o l , u n iv e rs ity , a n d  TA FE 

lib ra r ie s , c e le b r a t io n s  w e r e  h e ld  to  la u n c h  

th e  N a t io n a l Y e a r  o f  R e a d in g . P re m ie rs , 

M a y o rs , a n d  c e le b r i t ie s  a l ik e  s p o k e  o f  

th e ir  lo v e  o f  r e a d in g  a n d  lib ra r ie s , e v e n  

m o re  fitting  b e c a u s e ,  o f  c o u r s e , o n  

F e b ru a r y  1 4 th , w e  a ls o  L ib ra ry  L o v e rs  D a y  

(w w w .lib ra ry lovers .o rg .au ) , a n o t h e r  A L IA  

a d v o c a c y  c a m p a ig n .

ALIA has b e e n  a  d riv ing  fo rc e  b e h in d  th e  N a tio n a l 
Year o f R e a d in g . As th e  a u s p ic in g  b o d y  a n d  le a d  
fo u n d in g  pa rtne r, y o u r m e m b e rs h ip  sees yo u  all as 
p a r t o f this im p o r ta n t in itia tive . I a lso w a n t  to  stress 
th a t  this is n o t just a  p u b lic  lib ra ry  p ro je c t -  re a d in g  
a n d  lite ra c y  a re  a t  th e  h e a rt o f w h a t  w e  d o  as a 
pro fession. L ite ra cy  is fu n d a m e n ta l to  b e  a b le  to  
a cce ss  a n d  use in fo rm a tio n , so this is a n  in itia tive  th a t 
is fo r all libraries a n d  in fo rm a tio n  services, a n d  ou r 
profession as a  w h o le .

As Jenn ife r Byrne, o u r host fo r th e  o ff ic ia l la u n c h , 
a n d  M in ister C re a n  re m in d e d  us all, w o rk p la c e  
lite ra c y  in itia tives w ill a lso b e  a n  im p o rta n t fo cu s  fo r 
th e  year.

As w e ll as p ro v id in g  librarians, in fo rm a tio n  
professionals, a n d  libraries w ith  a  fra m e w o rk  to  
raise the ir p ro file  w ith  the ir co m m u n itie s , p a re n t 
o rgan isa tions , a n d  fu n d in g  b od ies , NYR w ill a lso 
p ro v id e s  im p o rta n t a n d  o n g o in g  a d v o c a c y  
o p p o rtu n it ie s  fo r th e  A ssoc ia tion  th ro u g h o u t th e  
year. Towards th e  e n d  o f 2012 a  c los ing  e v e n t is 
b e in g  p la n n e d  w h ic h  w ill in c lu d e  discussion o f th e  
o p p o rtu n it ie s  c re a te d  b y  th e  y e a r to  p ro m o te  th e  
w o rk  o f libraries a fte r  2012 a n d  w h ic h  w e  h o p e  w ill 
p ro v id e  th e  basis fo r fu r th e r lo b b y in g  a n d  a d v o c a c y  
o p p o rtu n it ie s .

M y  thanks to  th e  ALIA N a tio n a l O ff ic e  S taff, th e  
N a tio n a l Year o f R e a d in g  p ro je c t te a m  a n d  our 
fo u n d in g  p a rtn e r c o lle a g u e s  fo r all the ir h a rd  w o rk  
b rin g in g  it a ll to g e th e r  o v e r th e  last 18 m onths, a n d  
to  a ll A us tra lian  libraries a n d  in fo rm a tio n  services 
th a t  h a v e  a lre a d y  ta k e n  th e  o n c e -in -a - life tim e  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  b e  a  p a r t o f th e  2012 N a tio n a l Year 
o f R e a d in g . I w o u ld  also like to  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  
F edera l G o v e rn m e n t fo r the ir fu n d in g  s u p p o rt fo r th e  
N a tio n a l Year o f R ead ing , w ith o u t w h ic h  2012 w o u ld  
b e  sh a p in g  u p  as a  v e ry  d iffe re n t year.

W h a te v e r  ty p e  o f lib ra ry  o r in fo rm a tio n  se rv ice  
yo u  m ig h t w o rk  in, it is n o t to o  la te  to  b e  in v o lv e d . 
Register y o u r lib ra ry , re c e iv e  th e  m o n th ly  new s le tte r, 
h o ld  a n  e v e n t a n d  b e c o m e  a  p a r tn e r  a t  w w w . 
lo v e 2 re a d .o rg .a u .

M a rg a re t A llen  
ALIA P res ident
margaret.allen@alia.org.au

INDUSTRY SNAPSHOT
T o p  t r e n d s  in  2 0 1 2 :  i n t r o d u c in g  t h e  ‘ I n t e r n e t  
o f  T h in g s '

G a rtn e r has just re leased  its a n n u a l survey o f to p  
trends. The rise o f c lo u d  c o m p u tin g  a p p lic a tio n s  
a n d  increas ing  m o b ile  a p p lic a tio n s  w ill fe a tu re  
h e a v ily  in 2012. D escribed  as a  “ d isrup tive  fo rc e  
w ith  th e  p o te n tia l fo r lo n g -te rm  im p a c t in m ost 
industries", m ost o f us a re  still w o rk in g  o u t h o w  it fits 
w ith  w h a t  w e  w a n t to  a c h ie v e  -  w a tc h  this s p a ce .

G a rtn e r also singles o u t “ m o b ile -c e n tr ic  
a p p lic a tio n s  a n d  in te rfa c e s " -  m e a n in g  th e  w a y  
users in te ra c t w ith  us a n d  ou r services is c h a n g in g  
a n d  th e  u b iq u ity  o f m o b ile  op tions  w ill c o n tin u e  to  
increase . If you  c a n 't  c ross-p la tfo rm , y o u 're  b e h in d  
th e  times. O th e r trends in c lu d e  c o n te x t-a w a re  
c o m p u tin g  a n d  th e  ‘ In te rn e t o f Things' (IoT), a  
c o n c e p t  d e sc rib in g  h o w  th e  in te rn e t w ill e x p a n d  as 
sensors a n d  in te llig e n c e  a re  a d d e d  to  item s such 
as c o n su m e r d e v ices . QR c o d e s  a n d  RFID a re  just 
th e  b e g in n in g  o f w ays  in w h ic h  o b je c ts  a n d  w e b -  
b a se d  a p p lic a tio n s  w ill b e  linked.

F l in d e r s ' j o u r n a l  s e c o n d  c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n
M itc h e ll L ib ra ry  Sen ior C u ra to r (a n d  re c e n t 

A u s tra lia  D a y  h o n o u re e ) Paul B runton re c e n t ly  
jo in e d  th e  Q u e e n  M a ry  2 fo r he r m a id e n  
c irc u m n a v ig a t io n  o f A us tra lia  a n d  Flinders' 
jo u rn a l a n d  lo g b o o k  fro m  his e p ic  v o y a g e  
a ro u n d  A u s tra lia  o n  HMS Investigator fro m  1801
03 w e n t  a lo n g  fo r th e  ride .

“ Flinders w o u ld  b e  g o b -s m a c k e d  to  lea rn  
th a t  his lo g b o o k  a n d  jo u rn a l w a s  to  b e  p a r t  o f a  
s e c o n d  c irc u m n a v ig a t io n  o f A u s tra lia ,"  says Paul.
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