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A L I A  c a m p a i g n  -  l o b b y i n g  a n d  

c o l l a b o r a t i n g  f o r  c o p y r i g h t  r e f o r m
r

All our mem bers are affected  by copyright. The 
Australian Law  Reform Commission (ALRC) has put 
out a  major issues paper C o p y rig h t a n d  the Digital 
E c o n o m y  with 55 questions. w ww .alrc.gov.au/ 
publications/copyright-ip42. Our submission is due  
on 16 November.

We are working with other user groups, including 
the IT industry, research bodies and scholars, 
educational institutions, and  organisations 
representing public interests, and  liaising closely with 
the Australian Libraries Copyright Com m ittee.

Our submission will reflect som e basic principles:

• Simplifying legislation so everyone can  
understand their rights and responsibilities

• The im portance of a  degree  of flexibility in a  
rapidly changing online environment

• The need for libraries to be ab le  to carry out 
mass digitisation of unique materials

• A technology-neutral ap p ro ach
• Legislation that em braces the ethos of 

creative com m ons.

We have had more than 36 responses from 
mem bers to our call for fe ed b ack  about the 
Copyright Issues Paper. They have co m e from public 
libraries, school libraries, information professionals in 
specia l libraries, students, and others, all of whom  
are co n cern ed  about the possible implications of 
new  legislation.

Working with the Australian Libraries 
Copyright C o m m ittee  (A L C C )

We are feeding into the Australian Libraries 
Copyright Council submission, as well as preparing 
our own, allied, response.

The Australian Libraries Copyright Com m ittee  
(ALCC) is the cross-sectoral body acting on behalf 
of Australian libraries and archives on copyright and  
related matters. It seeks to have  the interests of users 
of libraries and  archives recognised and reflected  
in copyright legislation, and, in so doing, help build 
and sustain a  copyright regime which promotes 
learning, culture and the free flow of information 
and ideas in the interests of all Australians.

The A L C C  has representatives from the following 
organisations:

• Australian Library and Information Association
• National and State Libraries Australasia
• National Library of Australia
• National Archives of Australia
• The Council of Australasian Archives and  

Records Authorities
• The Australian Society of Archivists
• Council of Australian University Librarians
• Australian G overnm ent Libraries Information 

Network

The A L C C  considers the im pact of copyright 
law  reform on Australian libraries and archives and  
provides ad v ice  to the Federal Governm ent on how  
to maintain a  b a la n ce  betw een reasonable a cce ss  
to creative works for copyright users on the one  
hand and an incentive for copyright creators and  
owners on the other.

The role of the A L C C  is to provide an ongoing 
m echanism  to:

• Monitor proposed chan g es to Australian 
copyright legislation.

• M ake submissions to governm ent on 
copyright and related issues.

• Provide regular information to the Australian 
library and archives comm unity with regards 
to copyright issues and  responsibilities (note: 
a  members' advisory service is provided
by the Australian Library and  Information 
Association).

• A ct as a  steering com m ittee for the Copyright 
Adviser (Law and  Policy).

• Interact with international organisations on 
copyright issues as appropriate.

• Monitor international copyright legislation 
and  developm ents.

K eep ing  you  inform ed on the latest 
new s on copyright
Another m em ber benefit of ALIA's membership of 
A L C C  is the monthly K ee p in g  up with C o pyrig h t. It 
is accessib le  on the ALIA copyright w e b p a g e  www. 
alia.org .au/advocacy/copyright.

L .

http://www.alrc.gov.au/

