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B R IG H T
I D E A

The Latest on QLD  
g overnm ent libraries

ALIA has c re a te d  a  follow-up 
a d v o c a c y  tool to our D um b  
Id e a  cam p aig n  titled Bright 
Id e a . For this cam p aig n , ALIA 
has c re a te d  a  prospectus 
to help you inform anyone  
you might n eed  to about 
the irrep laceab le  services 
governm ent libraries provide. 
The prospectus c a n  be  
a c c e sse d  on ALIA's website  
as well as the Dumb Idea  
pop up wiki a t dum bidea. 
w ik isp aces.com .

The am ount of support 
ALIA mem bers and  the 
LIS Com m unity in general 
have  provided to the Dumb 
Idea cam p aign  has been  
phenom enal. We w ere  
pleased to hear from so m any  
people, and  happy to see  
over 2700 people  sign the 
petition created  by Jan e  
Orbell-Smith. Sue M cKerracher 
w as p leased to talk with 
m embers on her visit to 
Queensland in late October. 
We would also like to extend a  
specia l thank you to ALIA QLD 
who held a  New Opportunities 
event, looking at the future for 
those im pacted  by the cuts.

Thank you for your support 
and  w e look forward to 
hearing about all of your 
Bright Id ea s.

What you can do to 
lobby and advocate 

for your 
fellow library 

and information 
professionals

1. Promote mem bership of ALIA
You have already m ade  a  significant contribution by being  
a  m em ber of ALIA and  you ca n  do more by encouraging  
others to b e co m e  members. There is strength in numbers 
and together w e  are far more effective than w e  could  
be as individuals. When w e write to politicians, w e  do so 
with the weight of 5500 mem bers -  tax payers and voters -  
behind us. So, if you c a n  suggest to a  co lleague or friend 
that they b e co m e  a  member, please take ad v an tag e  of 
the opportunity.

2. Tell us what's happening
We have active mem bers and  an ALIA m anager in every  
sta te a n d  territory,buteven so, it'snot possible to keep  
track o fw h at'sh ap p en in g  in all 14 000 libraries around the 
country. If you find out about a  threat to job sorserv ices, 
tell us about it (ad v o cacy@ alia .o rg .au )an d w ew illw o rk  
with you and the people  who are directly involved.

3. Help us define our position
We have a  small com m unications team  based  in ALIA 
House, Canberra , with the expertise to deliver a d v o c a c y  
and lobbying cam paigns, but w e  need  your inputto  
ensure w e  are putting across the key m essages thatwill 
help our mem bers ach iev e  their goals. When w e produce  
cam p aign  materials, w e  always run them past our advisory 
comm ittees, groups, and  other specialists in the field, to 
ensure that w e  are on the right track.

4. G et involved
Often, there are w ays in which you c a n  be directly involved 
in cam paigns, whether by signing a  petition, registering 
your support through an online cam p aign  site, fundraising, 
writing to your MP, joining a  protest rally, or attending a  
public meeting. We will promote the opportunities w e  are  
aw are  of, as well as creating som e ourselves.
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