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libraries. However, I found that the multicultural 
collections in Australian libraries are much 
more developed. Libraries in Scandinavia, on 
the other hand, have more technologically 
ad v an ced  services, with over fifteen years of 
radio-frequency identification (RFID) experience.

I also volunteered at the Jessie Street 
National W omen's Library. It w as my first 
introduction to Australian libraries and I loved 
it. Unfortunately, I had to leave  that position 
b ecau se , finally, I got my first paid Australian 
library job at the University of Technology, 
Sydney (UTS): INSEARCH -  my current position. I 
am  also working at W averley Council Library. So 
things are looking good!

Choosing to live and  work in Australia has 
been the best decision I have  ever m ade  
and I highly recom m end the experience  
b e cau se  it has helped m e b e co m e  a  better 
librarian and  a  better person. The benefits 
of working overseas include an exchan g e

of library knowledge and  experiences, learning 
another language, and it also demonstrates to 
future employers the ability to be independent, 
ad ap tab le , and  willing to take on challenges.

Moving a w a y  is not about having fears, it's 
about how well you fa c e  your fears. I believe that 
everyone has the patience , the strength, and the 
passion to ach iev e  their ambitions, their goals, and  
their dream s. All you need to do is try. So, w hat are  
you waiting for?

M aria  M ora les holds a  B a ch e lo r a n d  a  M a ste r ’s 
d e g r e e  in Library a n d  Inform ation S c ie n c e . Sh e  
has four years' e x p e r ie n ce  as an  information  
professional in Spain a n d  tw o years in Australia.
H er next a d v e n tu re  will b e  participating  in an  
international library v o lu n teer p ro g ra m  a n d  on  a  
library e x c h a n g e  later in life.
maria.morales@insearch.edu.au

C o n n e c t i n g  U p
Connecting  Up Inc. is a  not-for-profit organisation 
that works to strengthen the not-for-profit and  
comm unity sector around Australia. We provide a  
range of programs including resources, directories, 
events, and learning opportunities for not-for-profits 
and charities. Our aim is to help the sector to be  
more effective in the work that it does to help the 
Australian community.

O n e  of our programs provides software discounts 
and donations to eligible not-for-profits, provided 
by com panies that w ant to be  involved in helping 
the community. This program has saved  millions 
of dollars for the charity sector. In the past, public 
libraries have  not been eligible to participate but, 
with som e recent chan g es in eligibility rulings, they 
c a n  now take part. As Connecting  Up has worked 
closely with public libraries for m any years, this is a  
w elco m e developm ent.

The role of public libraries as a  com m unity p lace  
and information hub is well recognised. A cce ss to 
com puters and internet for library patrons is one  
of the great benefits that libraries provide to the 
community. Our program will help to offset som e  
of the costs of setting up and maintaining public 
a c c e ss  com puters and ensure that these facilities 
c a n  continue to be availab le  in public libraries 
around Australia.

Public libraries that would like to be  involved can  
find out more at www .connectingup.org/donortec.
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