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The times, they 
are a ’changin’

In this issue o f 
INCITE w e  a re  
e x p lo r in g  th e  
c h a n g in g  fa c e  o f 
o u r industry . As w ith  
a n y  o rg a n is a tio n  
th a t 's  b e e n  a ro u n d  
as lo n g  as w e  
h a v e , a  lo t has 
c h a n g e d  a b o u t  
h o w  w e  g o  a b o u t  
o u r d a ily  business 
o f b e in g  lib ra ry  
a n d  in fo rm a tio n  
p ro fess iona ls  s in ce  

a n y  o f us first b e g a n  o u r c a re e rs  -  e v e n  o u r v e ry  
n e w e s t n e w  g ra d s  a re  se e in g  c h a n g e  g a llo p in g  
to w a rd s  th e m  a t  fu ll s p e e d .

The A sso c ia tio n  has b e e n  th ro u g h  so m e  m a jo r 
c h a n g e s  o v e r th e  years , n o t le a s t m o v in g  to  o u r 
c u rre n t o rg a n is a tio n a l s tru c tu re  a n d  th e  c h a n g e s  
to  o u r n a m e  u n d e rta k e n  in a n  e ffo r t  to  re f le c t 
th e  b ro a d e n in g  roles a n d  respons ib ilities  o f o u r 
m e m b e rs . W e h a v e  in tro d u c e d  n e w  c a te g o r ie s  o f 
m e m b e rs h ip  o v e r t im e  to  b e tte r  re p re s e n t these

OURS IS A PROFESSION MARKED BY AN UNUSUAL LEVEL 
OF PROFICIENCY IN NETWORKING. THIS IS A GREAT 

ADVANTAGE TO US IN ACHIEVING THE 
OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSOCIATION AND THE

PROFESSION -  ENSURING THE FREE FLOW OF
INFORMATION and CONNECTING

PEOPLE TO IDEAS.
n e w  roles, a m o n g  th e m  th e  L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n  
m e m b e rs h ip . W e h a v e  re v ie w e d  o u r a w a rd s  
s tru c tu re  to o , to  ensu re  w e  a re  c o n tin u in g  to  id e n tify  
a n d  re w a rd  rea l, re le v a n t e x c e lle n c e  in th e  sec to r.

W h ile  o v e r 50 o rg a n is a tio n s  p re s e n tly  re p re s e n t 
va rious  g ro u p s  in th e  lib ra ry  a n d  in fo rm a tio n  serv ices 
sec to r, ALIA, as th e  p e a k  b o d y , a lso  re a c h e s  
o u t to  o th e r  sec to rs  e m p lo y in g  w h a t  th e  fe d e ra l 
g o v e rn m e n t is p le a s e d  to  c a ll th e  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  
o rg a n is a tio n  o c c u p a tio n s . O u r subm issions a n d  
a d v o c a c y  in itia tive s  o fte n  in v o lv e  jo in t a c tiv itie s  
such  as th o se  w ith  th e  A u s tra lia n  S ch o o l L ib rary 
A sso c ia tio n , N a tio n a l a n d  S ta te  Libraries A us tra las ia , 
A u s tra lia n  Libraries C o p y r ig h t C o m m itte e , a n d  th e  
P ub lic  L ib ra ry  A ssoc ia tions . These s tro n g  pa rtne rsh ips , 
such  as w ith  o u r c o lle a g u e s  in re c o rd  m a n a g e m e n t, 
a rch ive s , a n d  m a jo r c u ltu ra l ins titu tions, a n d  ou r

ties to  in te rn a t io n a l o rg a n is a tio n s  such  as IFLA, a re  
im p o rta n t. They h e lp  ALIA to  ensure  th e  q u a lity  
a n d  re le v a n c e  o f serv ices to  o u r m e m b e rs  a n d  th e  
d e liv e ry  o f e f fe c t iv e  a d v o c a c y  s tra te g ie s  fo r th e  
b ro a d e r  c o m m u n ity .

Ours is a  p ro fess ion  m a rk e d  b y  a n  unusua l 
le ve l o f p ro f ic ie n c y  in n e tw o rk in g . This is a  g re a t 
a d v a n ta g e  to  us in a c h ie v in g  th e  o b je c tiv e s  o f 
th e  A sso c ia tio n  a n d  th e  p ro fess ion  -  ensu ring  th e  
fre e  f lo w  o f in fo rm a tio n  a n d  c o n n e c t in g  p e o p le  
to  id e a s . These p a rtne rsh ips  a lso  d e liv e r a  d ire c t 
b e n e f it  to  m e m b e rs , fo r e x a m p le  th ro u g h  re c ip ro c a l 
m e m b e rs h ip  o f IFLA a n d , th ro u g h  a g re e m e n ts  to  
assist m e m b e rs  w ish ing  to  tra n s fe r a n d  reg is te r w ith  
o th e r  p ro fess iona l lib ra ry  a sso c ia tion s  such  as CILIP.

So w h ile  th e  tim es m a y  c h a n g e , a n d  th e  d e liv e ry  
fo rm a t o f in fo rm a tio n  a n d  serv ices d e fin ite ly  
w ill c h a n g e , it is th e  u n d e rly in g  -  a n d  la rg e ly  
u n c h a n g in g  -  va lu e s  o f th e  pro fess ion  th a t  a llo w  
us to  e ffe c t iv e ly  d e a l w ith  th e  c h a lle n g e s  c h a n g e  
co n s is te n tly  brings. The A ss o c ia tio n 's  s tra te g ic  p la n  
is a ll a b o u t  p ro te c t in g  th o se  va lu e s  a n d  e q u ip p in g  
m e m b e rs  to  m a k e  th e  m o s t o f c h a n g e .

Rob M ille r
ALIA A c t in g  E xe cu tive  D ire c to r
rob.miller@alia.org.au

ALIA SNAPSHOT
C o u n t in g  d o w n  t o  t h e  B ie n n ia l

W ith  th e  fe s tiv e  season  d o n e  a n d  d u s te d  fo r 
a n o th e r  year, it's  s u d d e n ly  n o t lo n g  til th e  ALIA 
B ienn ia l C o n fe re n c e , Discovery, in July. C h e c k  
th e  w e b s ite  fo r e a r ly  b ird  re g is tra tio n  d isco u n ts  
a n d  a ll th e  la te s t new s a b o u t  th e  p ro g ra m  a n d  
sa te llite  e ve n ts . W h e re  else w o u ld  y o u  w a n t  to  b e  
in this, o u r s p e c ia l a n n iv e rs a ry  ye a r?  c o n fe re n c e s . 
a lia .o rg .a u /a lia 2 0 1 2

N e w  r e g u l a r  r e s e a r c h  f e a t u r e  f o r  IN C IT E
W a tc h  o u t fro m  this issue fo r ou r n e w  fe a tu re  

c o lu m n , LIS: Investigations, a  ro u n d u p  o f th e  la tes t 
in lib ra ry  a n d  in fo rm a tio n  services resea rch . This 
c o lu m n  is c o o rd in a te d  b y  th e  ALIA Research 
C o m m itte e . Do yo u  k n o w  a b o u t  so m e  g re a t 
resea rch  g o in g  on  r ig h t no w ?  Let INCITE k n o w  b y  
e m a ilin g  us a t  in c ite @ a lia .o rg .a u .

C o r r e c t i o n
In th e  a r t ic le  The Secret Should Be Out (INCITE 

D e c e m b e r  2011, p . 8) th e  Inqu iry  in to  S ch o o l 
Libraries a n d  T e a c h e r L ibrarians w a s  re fe rre d  to  
as a  S e n a te  Inquiry. O u r a p o lo g ie s  fo r this error; it 
w a s  in fa c t  a  House Inquiry.
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