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K e y n o te s  u n v e i le d  fo r  A L IA  B ie n n ia l
The A LIA  B iennial S y d n e y  2012 organ ising  co m m itte e  is ju st a d d in g  the  final tw ea ks to the  p ro g ra m  for 
D isco ve r 2012 in Ju ly . While a  fe w  things rem ain  u n d er w ra ps w e  c a n  re v e a l a n  o u tstan d in g  line-up o f 
ke y n o te  sp ea ke rs .

To m  C h a t f ie ld
F ree lan ce  author, com m entato r, an d  techn o lo g y 

theorist Tom Chatfie ld  will b e  joining us from the 
UK. Tom's latest digital projects include  lead  writing 
an d  design work on The En d , a  brow ser-based 
g a m e  exploring philosophical co n ce p ts  of d e a th , 
d e ve lo p ed  b y  P re loaded  for C h an n e l 4 Education . 
S ince  its re lease  in la te  2011, it has g a in ed  over three 
million p layers an d  w as  n am ed  the Best G a m e  of 
2011 a t  the British In teractive  M ed ia  Association 
aw ards.

Tom is the author of three books of non-fiction 
exploring digital culture. His next book, on w h a t it 
m eans to thrive in a  digital a g e , is forthcom ing in M ay  
this year. If yo u 'd  like to g e t a  ‘taste' of Tom prior to 
the Biennial he  tw eets a t  @ Tom Chatfield an d  blogs 
a t  to m chatfie ld .net.

J u s t ic e  M ic h a e l  K irb y
W hen he retired from the High Court of Australia in 

2009 following a  distinguished caree r, Ju stice  M ichae l 
Kirby w as  Austra lia 's longest serving ju d g e . In his 
jud ic ia l retirem ent, he has continued  to b e  a c t iv e  in 
the la w  holding m an y  key positions an d  sharing his 
know ledge through the ed u ca tio n  sector.

He is presently a  m em ber of the Em inent Persons 
G roup  w h ich  is investigating the future of the 
C o m m o n w ea lth  of Nations an d  has b een  app o in ted  
to the UNDP G lo b a l Com mission of HIV an d  the Law .

Dr A le x  B y rn e
Dr A lex Byrne is the State  Librarian an d  C h ie f 

Executive  of the State  Library of N ew  South W ales, 
a  position he has recen tly  taken  up following posts 
in library an d  university m an ag e m e n t a t  severa l 
Australian universities. A lex served for a  d e c a d e  in 
leadersh ip  positions with IFLA including e lection  as 
President from 2005 to 2007.

As a  professional librarian, researcher, an d  writer 
with d e e p  interest in the roles of m em ory institutions, 
A lex is particu larly co n ce rn e d  with the co m p lexity  of 
issues relating to Indigenous peop les an d  transmission 
of kno w ledge  an d  in em erg ing  m odes of scho larly 
discourse. His publications d e a l primarily with 
inform ation a rch itectu re  an d  m an ag e m e n t, and  
with com m unity em p o w erm en t an d  hum an rights, 
e sp ec ia lly  freedo m  of expression an d  a c c e s s  to 
inform ation.

In g rid  P a re n t
W e a re  also delighted  to w e lco m e  current IFLA 

President, Ingrid Parent to the Biennial. Ingrid is 
recogn ised  in her hom e country (C a n a d a ) and  
internationally for her outstanding contributions 
to libraries an d  to the library profession. She has 
p layed  an  a c t iv e  role in deve lo p ing  policies an d  
best p ractice s  for libraries particu larly in the a re as  of 
resource a c c e ss  an d  digital activ ities.

O ver her ca ree r, Ingrid has b een  invo lved with 
severa l international inform ation associations. Within 
IFLA, she has b een  a  strong proponent of equ itab le  
a c c e ss  to inform ation an d  prom oting the diversity of 
vo ices in the world of inform ation.

M itc h e ll W h ite la w
M itchell W h ite law  is a  C an b e rra -b a sed  a c a d e m ic  

an d  practitioner working across d a ta  visualisation, 
digital design, g ene ra tive  art, an d  digital cu lture. His 
work on the visualisation of large  cultural co llections 
has b een  supported by the National A rch ives of 
Australia , the National M useum  of Australia , an d  
the National G a lle ry  of Australia . He is currently an 
A sso cia te  Professor in the Facu lty  of Arts an d  Design 
a t  the University of C a n b e rra , w h e re  he leads the 
M aster of Digital Design.

This is only a  taste  of the h ead line  ac ts . These 
presenters will be  sharing the co n fe re n ce  stag e  
with m an y  m ore, including The S y d n e y  M orning  
H era ld 's  R ichard G lover an d  author A n ita Heiss (an 
am b assad o r for both the National Year of Read ing  
an d  Indigenous L ite racy D ay).

To D ISCO VER  m ore visit the w ebsite  http:// 
co n fe ren ces .a lia .o rg .au /a lia201 2/in d ex .
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