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State Library of NSW 
secures rare treasure
There a re  on ly  tw o  surviving co m p re h e n s iv e  
natu ra l history co lle c t io n s  from  Austra lia 's  
co lo n ia l p e rio d . O n e  is in Lo n d o n 's  N atural 
History M u seu m  -  a n d  the o th e r has just 
c o m e  ‘h o m e ’ to the S ta te  Library o f N ew  
South W ales.

NSW Prem ier Barry O 'Farre ll an d  Minister for 
the Arts G e o rg e  Souris unveiled  the co llection  
of 741 exquisite natu ra l history d raw ings an d  
w ate rco lo u rs in N ovem ber last yea r, hav ing  
pa id  som e $7.1 million -  the m ost exp ensive  
acquisition in the library's history -  to se cu re  it 
for w h a t the  Prem ier d e scrib e d  a t  the tim e as 
"the  nation 's lead ing  repository of Australian 
co lo n ia l history". The acquisition w a s  m a d e  
possible through the finan c ia l support of 
TAL (form erly Tower Austra lia) an d  its p aren t 
c o m p a n y  Dai-ichi Life, the  NSW G o ve rn m en t, 
an d  the S ta te  Library Foundation .

The artworks, d ep icting  lo ca l plants, 
birds, a n d  fish, a re  e la b o ra te ly  bound in six 
a lbum s an d  w e re  co m p iled  in the  1790s by 
the lead ing  naturalist an d  botan ist Aylm er 
Bourke Lam bert. In 1842, the  album s w e re  
p u rch ase d  b y  the 13th Earl of Derby, a  
le g e n d a ry  natura l history co lle c to r an d  the 
co llection  has b een  in p rivate  hands for 200 
yea rs . M an y  of the  draw ings w e re  previously 
unknow n, c re a te d  during the earliest years of 
British settlem ent.

NSW S ta te  Librarian A lex Byrne says 
the  library's curators w e re  a w a re  of the 
co lle c tio n , but there  w e re  substantia l surprises 
in th ree of the  album s w h e n  th ey  w e re  first 
v ie w e d . He said  the co llectio n  revea ls  m uch  
a b o u t p lan t an d  an im a l sp ec ie s  an d  hab itats 
in the e a rly  yea rs  follow ing the arrival of the 
First Fleet, includ ing reco rd ing  n o w  extin ct 
a n d  e n d a n g e re d  sp ec ie s .

The co lle c tio n , n o w  known as the  TAL an d  
Dai-ichi Life C o lle c tio n , w e n t on d isp lay a t 
the  S ta te  Library of NSW in D e ce m b e r 2011.

LibMark winners focus on National Year 
of Reading
The V icto rian  LibM ark Prom otion  M a rke tin g  A w a rd s  
w e re  right on  tra ck  la te  last y e a r  to h e ra ld  the  
arrival o f the  N ationa l Y e a r  o f  R e a d in g  in 2012, with 
the la te st w inners o ffe rin g  an  en orm ous ra n g e  o f  
p rog ram s in line with this th em e .

Entries in c lu d ed  a  ch ild ren 's festiva l a t  Eastern 
R eg ional Libraries, G o ld fie lds Library Co rp oratio n 's  
eBook Expo, an d  eve n  a  read ing  ‘flash m ob' a t 
Yarra Plenty Reg ional Library, w h e re  a  book from 
the O n e  C o un try  R ead ing  list is cho sen  an d  co p ies 
re leased  into a  pub lic  s p a c e  to b e  rea d  a lo ud  by

YARRA LIBRARIES STAFFER LINDY GETS IN 
THE NATIONAL YEAR OF READING SPIRIT

w h o e ve r is o ccu p y in g  th at s p a c e  a t  the tim e. And 
th at w a s  just the  beg inn ing .

A t Brim bank Libraries, the staff a re  poised to visit 
p laygroups an d  co m m u n ity  even ts to help  parents 
a n d  pre-schoolers c re a te  a  sm all book to ta ke  hom e 
through their First B oo k  P rogram , w hile  a t  Frankston 
a  10-week lite racy  course  will b e  run for residents.
The library is h e a d e d  out to share  w ith an o ther 
cu ltu ral institution a t  Hobsons Bay, w h e re  a  readers' 
p icn ic  an d  read ing  trail will ta ke  p la c e  in the  lo ca l 
Bo tan ic  G a rd e n s  with lo ca l authors, illustrators, an d  
storytellers on h and  to help .

There h a v e  to b e  w inners, how ever, a n d  the 
jud ges must h a v e  h ad  a  difficult tim e d e c id in g  on 
their ch o ice s  befo re  se lecting  Hum e Libraries with 
their Stories on Show , an  "o u tre ach  e x tra v a g a n za  
ce le b ra tin g  the story in all its form s", an d  Yarra 
Libraries with their Library Bike, a  c a rg o  b ike carry ing  
a n d  distributing prom otional an d  sam p le  m ateria ls 
for a  ran g e  of o u tre ach  activ ities .

LibM ark is a  Public Libraries V ic to ria  Network 
sp e c ia l interest g roup , estab lished  in 2005 to m arket 
pub lic  libraries.
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