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IT'S IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER HOWEVER, THAT

SUSTAINABILITY IS ABOUT 
MORE THAN MONEY.”

...And much 
more than 
money
M argaret's Frontline 
co lum n this month 
certa in ly provides 
som e significant 
issues for us all to 
consider.

The financial 
m atters she raises 
are  the sub ject of 
discussion for alm ost 
eve ry  professional 
association that 
I know  of. Our 
association is 
currently in a

stronger financia l position than most b e ca u se  of its 
asset back ing  an d  surpluses built up over the years 
but w e  need  to m aintain a  
c lose w a tc h  on the future.

It's im portant to 
rem em ber however, that 
sustainability is ab o u t more 
than m oney.

It is also ab o u t the 
re le va n c e  of the skills of
our m em bers to em ployers an d  clients. It's ab o u t 
the ability of our m em bers to b e  a b le  to a d v o c a te  
their skills an d  va lu e  in the w o rkp la ce . It's ab o u t 
the profession being seen  as re levan t an d  va lu ab le  
b y political decision m akers an d  it is ab o u t the 
Association being seen  as re levan t an d  va lu a b le  by 
its m em bers.

If you h a v e n 't do ne so a lready , visit the ALIA 
w ebsite  to see  just how  m uch the training program  
an d  PD schem e  h ave  ch a n g e d  an d  grown to help 
you m aintain the cu rren cy of your skill sets. Join the PD 
schem e  an d  proudly disp lay your C P  post nominals.

The continuing accred itatio n  of University an d  TAFE 
courses that ALIA undertakes eve ry  year, together 
with our w id en ed  eligibility assessments, ensure that 
use of your ALIA professional status an d  post nominals 
provides c lea r e v id e n ce  of current an d  re levant 
professional qualifications.

The Every  M e m b e r an A d v o c a te  workshop will be  
reprised a t  Biennial 2012 this year. This is just another 
reason to attend ALIA's flagship co n fe ren ce  and  
a  fan tastic  opportunity to u pg rade  your skills and  
network with your peers.

Through the joint efforts of National O ffice  staff, 
Advisory Com m ittees, Groups an d  volunteers with 
specific  skills an d  interests, w e  continue to prom ote 
ALIA m em ber views to po licy m akers. The issues raised 
are  as diverse as copyright in the digital a g e , the 
va lu e  of school librarians to the education  system, the 
com m unity en g ag e m en t va lu e  of public libraries in

ed uca ting  all citizens on cyber-safety an d  b roader use 
of technology.

More im m ediately, during 2011/12 the Association's 
efforts h ave  delivered over $700 000 of va lu e  to public 
libraries across Australia to support clients with a  print 
disability. This w as  a ch ie v e d  through the generous 
support of the D epartm ent of Families, Housing, 
Com m unity Services an d  Indigenous Affairs.

M argaret has referred to the National Advisory 
Congress in Frontline. Your Board an d  the National 
O ffice  d ep en d  on forums such as this, an d  our 
Advisory Com m ittees, to vo ice  m em ber's desires 
ab o u t w here  they w a n t the Association to focus 
its efforts. In an  organisation as broad as ours, 
establishing such priorities is an  extrem ely co m p lex 
undertaking an d  it will only b e  successful if m em bers 
continue to use these avenu es or our other channels 
such as posting to our Faceb o o k  an d  Twitter feeds or 
writing to INCITE.

So, while w e  h ave  to m aintain a  c le a r focus on 
our financia l sustainability it is no w a y  a  m yop ic v iew .

As with the broader definition of 
sustainability as com bination of 
environm ental, socia l an d  eco n o m ic  
stewardship, so it is with ALIA. The 
Association's Strateg ic Plan calls for 
us to m aintain an d  grow  our assets 
an d  resources but that is just one 
co m p on ent of our overall ob jectives 

to em p ow er an d  sustain the profession.

R o b  M iller
ALIA  A ctin g  Execu tive  D irector
r o b . m i l l e r @ a l i a . o r g . a u

ALIA SNAPSHOT
NLS6 a n n o u n c e d

The N ew  Librarians Sym posium  6 in 2013 is the 
first to b e  o rgan ised  under the n e w  co n fe re n c e  
m odel rece n tly  endo rsed  b y  the ALIA Board . NLS6 
will b e  o rgan ised  b y  a  co m m ittee  of volunteers 
with support from  ALIA N ational O ffice , c o 
ch a ire d  by K ate  Davis of Q ueenslan d  University 
of Tech n o lo g y an d  V anessa  W arren of M acq u a rie  
University.

A u s t ra lia  in  th e  A s ia n  C e n tu ry  T a s k  F o rc e : 
s u b m is s io n  c o m p le te d

ALIA , through the support of our Asia P ac ific  
S p e c ia l Interest G ro u p  has co m p le te d  a  
submission to the Austra lia in the  Asian C en tu ry  
Task Fo rce . w w w .a lia .o rg .a u /a d v o c a c y /  
subm issions/A LIA .Subm ission .to .A sian .centu ry . 
ta sk .fo rce .p d f
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