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' v-------A cco rd in g  to W ikipedia
(bless its h ea rt), "m a n y  v ie w  

the library as hav ing  a  unique 
role in the g reen  building m o vem en t 

d u e  to its altruistic mission, pub lic  
an d  p e d a g o g ic a l natu re , an d  the fa c t  

th at n e w  libraries a re  usually high profile, 
co m m u n ity  driven pro jects".
Perhaps this is w hy , w h e n e v e r INCITE fo cuses on 

sustainability , w e  a re  inu nd ated  with new s of rea lly  
g re a t id e as  from  around Austra lia . Som e a re  m assive 
red eve lo p m ents ; others a re  sm aller c h a n g e s  a t  the 
forefront of d a ily  p ra c t ic e . All a re  im portant.

G re e n  building -  an d  env ironm enta l sustainability 
-  is of co urse  only o ne  a s p e c t  of the  b ro ad e r to p ic  
of sustainability , w h ich  also inco rporates e co n o m ic  
sustainab ility an d  co m m u n ity  sustainability . By 
understand ing  the im p o rtan ce  of e a c h  of these  things, 
w e  bette r understand  an d  m a n a g e  co rp o ra te  socia l 
responsibility an d  the so c ia l return on our investm ent.

R esearch  shows Austra lian  consum ers a re
sign ificantly a lig n ed  to the  notion of sustainability, 
w ith the va st m ajority of us talking the talk of w h a t 
the m arketers n o w  ca ll "lifestyles of health  an d  
sustainability" (LOHAS). The sam e  research  shows 
how ever, th a t only around  10% of us a c tu a lly  fo llow  
through consistently w ith our buying decisions. A  lot of 
us try but som etim es w e  fail b e c a u se  w e  c a n 't  quite 
figure out h o w  to m ake  the right c h o ic e . It's through 
this prism th a t those trying to im prove susta inab le  
p ra c t ic e  in a  library or inform ation se rv ice  must focus 
on their o b jectives .

W e c a n 't  all build a  n e w  library w hen  w e  w a n t o ne , 
a t  least not physica lly , but ch a n g in g  our thinking c a n  
b e  just as pow erfu l as ch a n g in g  a  build ing. A nd  there 
is m uch  to learn  from  the c re a t iv e  solutions to the 
ch a lle n g e s  posed  b y o lder environm ents, po licies an d  
p rac tice s .

In this issue w e  look a t  the big p icture  an d  the sm all, 
from the role of the  library as the g lue of a  co m m u n ity  
to the nuts an d  bolts of the p roducts an d  system s w e  
use to c re a te  healthier, h ap p ie r an d  m ore susta inab le  
environm ents.

P e o p le  p o w e r  d r iv e s  

a w a r d  w in n in g  

g r e e n  l ib ra ry
The G ro ve  Library in Perth g e n e ra te s  its ow n p ow er, 
co lle c ts  its ow n w a te r a n d  re cy c le s  its w a ste  w a te r -  
b e c a u s e  th a t’s w h a t the com m un ity  w a n ted . This is a  
stunning building that in co rpo ra tes an  im pressive list o f 
environm enta lly susta inable design  (ESD) innovations, for 
w hich  has w on  it the 2011 Australian Institute o f A rch itec ts
(W A C ha p ter) W alter G reen h a m  
Sustainable A rch itec tu re  A w ard .

The a rch ite c ts  a t  C o x  Howlett an d
Bailey W ood land  initially designed  
a  ‘b as ic ' g reen  build ing, but w hen  
the lo ca l governm ents of C o ttesloe , 
Pepperm in t G ro ve  an d  M osm an Park, 
w ho  co lle c tive ly  m a n a g e  The G ro ve  
library, asked  for co m m u n ity  fe e d b a c k , 
th ey  re c e ive d  a  loud an d  c le a r

WEST AUSTRALIAN NATIVE FLOWERS STAR IN THE FOYER 
INSTEAD OF A FORBIDDING CIRCULATION DESK

m essag e  th a t residents w a n te d  to inc lu d e  as m an y  
g reen  featu res as possible.

S h o w case  ESD techno log ies inc lude  an  underfloor 
therm al m aze  w h ich  underpins the  e n e rg y  effic ient 
air conditioning system , do ub le  glazing an d  the use 
of natura l lighting an d  light sensor controls, ra inw ater 
harvesting for internal use, onsite trea tm ent an d  
reuse of all w a ste  w a te r in toilet cisterns an d  on the 
la n d sc a p e d  gardens, an d  solar pane ls an d  w ind 
turbines w h ich  g e n e ra te  e lec tric ity  for d irect use onsite.

All a sp e c ts  of the building a re  under the w a tch fu l 
e y e  of the  Building M a n a g e m e n t System  w h ich


