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The invisible footprint of PD
ALIA S yd n ey 's  g re e n  library even t , Think Big: A c t  
Small: Sustainability in the Library in Feb rua ry fe a tu re d  
e x p e rt  g u e st sp ea ke rs  on sustainability a n d  a  flurry 
o f env iron m en ta l brainstorm ing. Son ja  B a rfo ed  
a tte n d e d  the  e v e n t  to rep re sen t the ALIA  Susta inable  
Libraries G ro u p  (SLG).

Even though I trave lled  to the eve n t from 
C a n b e rra , this w as  a  
shorter d istan ce  than 
w ould h a v e  been  
trave lled  b y  m y SLG 
group co lleag u es 
K atie  H an nan  from 
A d e la id e  an d  M atthias 
Liffers from Townsville.
During m y three an d  half hour bus journey, I realised 
the sw ee t irony of generating  a  ca rb o n  footprint 
to a ttend  an  environm entally fo cused  even t. W hat 
w as  the carb o n  cost of having  an  interstate SLG 
rep resentative  a t  the e ve n t?

M y travel sp an n ed  lo ca l an d  interstate buses, cars , 
an d  a  p lan e  trip. I pa id  the carb o n  offset ch a rg e  for 
the flight (240km), an d  settled the rem aining bus and  
c a r  ca rb o n  d e b t (321.5km) with other ch a rg es  an d  
tree-planting . From a  financia l an d  environm ental 
p e rspective , it also m a d e  m e realise the barriers that 
exist for those living in reg ional an d  rem ote areas .

Considering the im p a c t of the e ve n t itself, ALIA 
Syd ney em b o d ied  the Think Big: A c t  Sm all ideology. 
Event rem inder em ails e n co u ra g e d  BYO drinking 
mugs an d  thoughtful instructions an d  m aps for 
public transport -  just think of the positive im p a c t of 
transport options multiplied for larger events. Another 
opportunity highlighted by presenter Peter Vun 
(C o rpo rate  Sustainability Co-ordinator from Ku-ring- 
g a i Council) is the green  e ve n t check list w h ich  c a n  
b e  used a t  individual an d  organisational levels.

While I h a v e  paid  the ca rb o n  offset ch a rg e  for 
m an y flights, I h a v e n 't  previously considered  the 
ad ve rse  environm ental im p a c t of m y professional 
d eve lo p m en t. The d e m arca tio n  b e tw een  personal 
an d  professional travel footprints also prompts the 
question of personal or em p loyer environm ental 
contributions. It also highlights the im p ortance  of 
lo ca l events, se lective  travel an d  m aking events 
a cce ss ib le  an d  in teractive  from a  d istan ce . Sharing 
events with Twitter hashtags an d  crea ting  blog posts 
afterw ards also ad d s va lu e  an d  ensures that the 
e ve n t footprint is worthwhile.

It w as  a  fan tastic  even t, totally worth travelling 
561.5 kilometres an d  the ensuing carb o n  im p act 
an d  offset costs. It's difficult to a d e q u a te ly  co st the 
personal, professional an d  organ isational ongoing 
benefits of training (for e xam p le , I still use learning 
from presentations a t  the fourth N ew  Librarians 
Sym posium  in 2008). There w ou ld  b e  a  m uch  g reater
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cost to the profession if w e  d idn 't continua lly  a d a p t , 
im prove an d  learn , an d  this w ou ld  ad ve rse ly  im p act 
the sustainability of library professionals an d  the 
industry as a  w ho le . As presenter M al Booth (Acting 
University Librarian from University of Technology, 
Syd ney Library) sa id , organisations n eed  to be 
sustainab le an d  understand the im p o rtance  of 
relationships. A t the very  least, there is a  g reat 
opportunity for individuals, organisations an d  eve n t

organisers to consider 
the environm ental cost 
of training events, and  
provide tools an d  options 
to re d u ce  or offset the 
im p act.

You c a n  g e t m ore 
details on the Think Big: 
A c t  Small: Sustainability 

in the  Library  presentations, an d  inform ation ab o u t 
upcom ing  library PD events in the Syd ney a re a  
through the ALIA Syd ney blog or Twitter @ALIASyd.

S o n ja  B a r fo e d
Susta inab le  Libraries G ro up  S e c re ta ry
@ S o n j a B a r f o e d

Digital developments
O verDrive has a n n o u n ce d  an  exclusive  distribution 

a g re e m e n t with author JK Rowling for the Harry 
Potter series. Previously only a v a ila b le  through the 
Potterm ore w ebsite , the Harry Potter eBooks an d  
audiobooks will b e  av a ila b le  for digital book lending 
in a  va rie ty  of form ats including PC , M a c , eR ead ers , 
tab lets an d  sm artphones. O verDrive partnered  with 
Softlink in 2011 to m ake  the digital lending platform  
av a ila b le  to school libraries in Australia .

The first 50 years of the Australian W om en 's W eek ly  
w e re  digitised an d  m a d e  a v a ila b le  through Trove 
a t  the National Library a  w hile b a c k  -  a  p ro ject that 
w as  truly an  exerc ise  in crea ting  a  sustainab le  version 
of a  fragile resource that is also an  Australian icon . 
The c o m p a n y  that partnered  the NLA to co m p le te  
the task, Datacom IT, is n o w  working on bringing that 
landm ark title D am n W hores a n d  G o d 's  P o lice  by  Dr 
A n ne  Summers to life as an  eBook.

In a  m uch sad d er sign of the times, a  n e w  terrorism 
research  cen tre  has b een  lau n ch ed  a im ed  a t 
gathering together inform ation sca tte red  around 
the internet ab o u t alm ost 4000 groups known to aid 
an d  a b e t terrorism activities. The Terrorism R esearch  
an d  Analysis Consortium  (TRAC) is the result of e ight 
years work by re fe ren ce  publishers B e a c h a m  G roup 
(form erly B e a c h a m  Publishing). TRAC provides a  
current intelligence repository with a  consortium  of 
2800 specialists an d  real-tim e new s fe e d .

"...I HAVEN'T PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED THE ADVERSE

E N V IR O N M E N T A L IM P A C T
OF MY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT."


