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WANT TO KNOW MORE?

ALIA Sustainable Libraries Group
The ALIA Susta inab le  Libraries G ro up  informs an d  
e d u c a te s  co lle ag u e s  on issues of sustainability.
The group supports an d  prom otes research  an d  
professional d e ve lo p m e n t, an d  increases the 
aw a re n e ss  of env ironm enta l co n ce rn s  am o n g  
library staff. The group also seeks to e n h a n c e  an d  
prom ote d o cu m e n ta ry  resources c o n n e c te d  to 
sustainability.

Sustainability co vers th ree  key  a re as : 
env iro nm enta l, so c ia l an d  financ ia l. To b e  
susta inab le  is to m ee t the n eed s of to d a y 's  so c ie ty  
in a  w a y  th at d o e sn 't harm  the ab ility of future 
generations to m ee t their n eed s . The consum ption  
of finite resources an d  susta inab le  d e ve lo p m e n t a re  
key  co n ce rn s  of so c ie ty  an d  therefo re  of libraries. 
The Susta inab le  Libraries G ro up  fo cuses on the 
key  a re as  of sustainab ility as a p p lic a b le  to the 
operation  of libraries.

The aim s of the Susta inab le  Libraries G ro up  a re  to:
• inform an d  e d u c a te  our co lleagues an d  also 

support an d  prom ote best p ractice
• support an d  prom ote research  and 

professional deve lo pm ent
• increase  the aw areness of environm ental 

co ncerns am ong  library staff
• e n h a n c e  an d  prom ote d o cum entary  

resources an d  library services co n n e cte d  to 
sustainability (deve lopm ent of co llections on 
environm ental them es, exhibitions, ou treach , 
e tc .)

• consider the e ffects of c lim ate  ch a n g e  on 
libraries (m odification of the conditions of 
storage an d  preservation, building insulation, 
im pacts on library finances an d  m anagem ent)

• share information an d  ideas ab o u t the 
app lication  of environment-friendly p ractices 
in libraries, or transferab le to libraries (recovery 
of rain w ater, pow er supply from renew ab le  
energies, control of printings, resource 
reco very)

• sustainable co llection deve lopm ent, including 
sourcing materials from Australian publishers 
an d  subscribing to digital co llections such as 
eBooks

• the proposal of environm ental 
recom m endations to the profession, including 
retro-fitting existing libraries

• foster co-operation, co llaboration an d  the 
sharing of know ledge an d  ideas relating to 
sustainable p ractices am ong  library staff from 
libraries across the country

Like us on Fa ce b o o k  
fb .m e/g reen lib rarie s

Follow  us on Twitter 
@ greenlibraries 

Subscribe  to the  ALIA 
e-list
lists .a lia .o rg .au /
m ailm an/listin fo/
a liaG R EEN /

C o n v e n o r
K a tie  H a n n a n
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