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Sustainability g o a ls  a re  c lo se r  e v e ry  d a y  with 
c le v e r  initiatives in bu ild ing  m ateria ls a n d  desig n , 
m ore  e ffic ie n t a n d  en v iron m en ta lly  friend ly e n e rg y  
system s a n d  the  re cy c lin g  o f w a te r  a n d  w a s te . Will 
the n e x t le a p  fo rw a rd  b e  full re cy c la b ility  fo r all the  
o th e r e v e ry d a y  p ro d u c ts  u sed  in our libraries a n d  
in form ation se rv ic e s ?

O n c e  upon a  tim e e va lu a tin g  the sustainability 
of an  item  w a sn 't  m uch  m ore than  a  co m b inatio n  
of a  handfu l of fa c ts  an d  a  fe w  best guesses, w ith 
a  dash  of em otion thrown in. These d ays it's a  
form alised process, m a d e  m ore co m p rehen sib le  
b y the laym an  b e c a u se  the industry has m atured  
an d  so has our understand ing . It's still not an  e a sy  
thing to do , w h ich  is w h y  there  is a  burgeoning 
c o m p lia n c e  industry growing health ily right 
a long sid e  it. But m ore an d  m ore, a d h e re n c e  to 
‘responsib le p ro cu rem ent p ra c t ic e ', w h e re  the  life 
of a  p ro d u ct from m an u fa c tu re  to d isposal is ju d g ed  
in g re a t de ta il ag a in st the env iro nm enta l, so c ia l an d  
e c o n o m ic  costs of p u rch ase , is taking hold.

Traditionally, the  first point of focus on 
sustainab ility tends to b e  leve lled  a t  the m ateria ls 
of w h ich  a  p ro d u ct -  b e  it a  building or a  box -  is 
m a d e . But it's the  end  s ta g e  of a  p ro d uct's  life cyc le  
th at represents the next c h a lle n g e  to suppliers.

"The d e m an d s of our custom ers h a v e  ce rta in ly  
c h a n g e d  o ver the yea rs ,"  says A lbox Sales an d  
M arketing M an ag e r Peter Sm eets. "There is n o w  
sign ificant aw are n e ss , e sp e c ia lly  in g o vernm ent.
Our custom ers a re  n o w  m ore a w a re  of sustainability 
issues in d ay-to -d ay  operations an d  there  is 
increasing  d e m a n d  for full re cyc la b ility  in products."

A lbox Austra lia p io neered  the use of
po lyp ropy lene  in 
their p roducts in 

Austra lia 20 yea rs  a g o  
an d  n o w  p ro d u ce  
po lyp ropylene  
versions of just ab o u t 
everyth ing  that 
used to b e  p a p e r 
or p a p e rb o a rd . 

r Po lypropylene is m a d e  
from  w a ste  gases an d  

it’s e ve ryw h e re , from 
yoghurt cup s to c a r  

bum per bars. H app ily for 
library an d  inform ation 
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PHONE IT IN: 
WHARINGTON 
INTERNATIONAL'S 
RABBIT SHELL IS MADE 
FROM 100% POST 
CONSUMER TELSTRA 
TELEPHONE CASINGS 
AND CAN ITSELF BE 
FULLY RECYCLED AT 
THE END OF ITS LIFE
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responsibilities, it's inert, 
a c id  free , sim ply refuses 
to g ive  house room  to 
m ould , an d  c a n  itself be  
co m p le te ly  re c y c le d .

The c o m p a n y  
has also  ta ck le d  the 
longstand ing prob lem  
with fo lder d isposal by 
introducing nylon fo lder 
rings to re p la c e  the m eta l 
rings th a t h a v e  b een  
trad itionally used an d  
w h ich  m a d e  folders an d  
binders n o n -re cyc lab le .
It's just o n e  of a  m yriad of n ece ssa ry  steps tow ards 
the tota l recyc la b ility  g o a l for the  sm all e v e ry d a y  
items w e  som etim es fo rget ab o u t.

Furniture is a  m uch  m ore obvious co m p o n e n t of 
a  working s p a c e  an d  a p p a re n tly  it a lso  ends up as 
a  s ign ificant contribution to w aste .

"Furniture a c c o u n ts  for an  enorm ous p e rc e n ta g e  
of landfill," says W harington International M an ag e r 
Yve tte  Karklins, pointing out th a t w e  a re  all far 
too used to dum ping furniture for hard  rubbish 
co llection  these  d ays . This is p ro b ab ly  w hy , so far, 
d e m a n d  for W haring ton's se rv ice  to ta ke  b a c k  old 
furniture for recyc lin g  is off to a  slow er start than  she 
w ou ld  like.

Like A lbox, Yve tte  says the te a m  a t  W harington 
also invested  ea rly  in the green  revolution, 
a p p ro a ch in g  the C e n tre  for Design a t  RMIT 
University for help  in the la te  1990s. A t th a t tim e 
there  w as  no o rgan ised  g reen  industry in this 
co un try  an d  no third p a rty  certificatio n  to se p a ra te  
the g o o d  from the b a d . Imports from  m ore 
a d v a n c e d  g reen  thinking countries such  as the 
USA w e re  knocking the stuffing out of the  Austra lian  
m an u factu ring  secto r in sales to co rp o ra te  clients 
such  as lo ca l governm ents an d  libraries.

The result of th a t co llab oratio n  w as  a  ran g e  of 
furniture featu ring  re c y c le d  p lastic  m ouldings that 
has n o w  -  som e 30 yea rs  later -  a tta in ed  full g reen  
a cc re d ita tio n  through the g lo ba l environm enta l 
lab e l Ecospecifier.

Yve tte  Karklins be lieves the  next step is for 
governm ents to step  up to im prove recyc lin g  
infrastructure an d  se rv ices an d  to ta ke  a  long hard 
look a t  c h e a p  imports.

"The c h e a p e r  a  p ro d u ct is, the  faster it goes to 
landfill," she says. A nd  if it's im ported , it's not going 
to go  b a c k  to the  co un try  of origin's landfill, it's 
go ing to go into Austra lian  landfill. That's a  ve ry  real 
co st to our environm ent an d  co m m u n ity  an d  an  
issue th at has ye t to b e  reso lved .

POLYPROPYLENE -  CREATED
FROM WASTE GAS AND 

COMPLETELY RECYCLABLE
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