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Salt co m m e n te d  on the m erging of vo lunteer efforts 
a n d  the v ita l te a ch in g  of lite racy  skills in rural parts of 
V ic to ria . This insight into the w a y  in w h ich  V icto ria 's  
ch a n g in g  d e m o g rap h ics  will sh a p e  the d e m an d s for 
lite racy  skills also h ighlighted e xam p le s of so c ia l an d  
e c o n o m ic  sustainability.

The p la c e  of libraries an d  inform ation serv ices, 
am o n g  the m ost used pub lic  sp a c e s , w ou ld  
seem  c ru c ia l. Both Ingham  an d  Jo ske  s a w  the 
im p o rta n ce  of book distribution to p e o p le  living in 
rem ote  parts of the s ta te  of V icto ria  an d  w e re  both 
invo lved  in m ean ing fu l an d  po pu la r library projects 
th at supported  this m a n y  d e c a d e s  a g o .

I h a v e  g rate fu lly  an d  h ap p ily  used the SLV in 
various roles in m y pursuit of lifelong learn ing since  
m y u n d e rg ra d u a te  yea rs . The A G L  S h a w  Sum m er 
R esearch  Fellowship, just o ne  of the  Fellowships 
o ffe red  b y  the SLV, dem onstrates h o w  th a t library is 
an  incred ib le  a n d  enduring learn ing s p a c e  th a t just 
keeps on giving.

Kristy M o o d y
M aster of Inform ation M a n a g e m e n t student (RMIT)
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SLV collections help explain 
importance of children’s literature
O v e r Ja n u a ry  a n d  Feb ru a ry  o f  this yea r, Kristy M o o d y  
sp e n t  m ost o f h e r tim e a t  the  S ta te  Library o f  V icto ria  
(SLV) a s an  A G L  S h a w  Sum m er R e se a rch  Fellow . She  
w a s tra c in g  the  history o f ch ild ren 's  literature a n d , 
a lo n g  the  w a y , lea rn ing  its ro le in susta ining so c ie ty .

M y research  fo cu se d  on using the N ational Year 
of R ead ing  as a  springboard to exp lo re  the w ays  
in w h ich  libraries a n d  ch ild ren ’s librarians co ntinue  
to b e  im portant in the proliferation of ch ild re n ’s 
literature in Austra lia .

M y investigations led m e to the pap ers of Enid 
Jo ske , w ho  w a s  instrum ental in establishing the first 
C h ild re n ’s Free Lending Library in M elbourne in 
1918, an d  to those of M arg are t Ingham , w h o  laid 
the foundations of the SLV’s rem arkab le  C h ild re n ’s 
Literature C o llectio n  an d  w orked  extensive ly  in the 
a re a  of libraries an d  ch ild ren ’s literature.

I rea d  a b o u t the form ation of the  C h ild re n ’s Book 
C o un cil of A ustra lia , w h ich  la rge ly  c a m e  ab o u t due  
to the vo lunteer efforts of librarians natio na lly  an d  
a b ro a d . I w as  also  ve ry  e xc ite d  to look a t  so m e of 
the rare  ch ild ren ’s books held in the SLV’s C h ild re n ’s 
Literature R esearch  C o lle c tio n . There is an  a rray  
of styles an d  them es throughout history of popu lar 
literature for ch ild ren  an d  it is re fle c te d  in this unique 
co lle ctio n .

This resea rch  will b e  used to inform m y role as 
a  te a c h e r  librarian, o n e  I h o p e  to fulfill w h e n  I 
g ra d u a te  from the Royal M elbourne Institute of 
Te ch n o lo g y ’s M aster of Inform ation M a n a g e m e n t. 
Further, this kno w led g e  of im portant efforts in 
A u stra lia ’s history reg ard ing  libraries an d  librarians 
c a n  contribute  to the ongoing  a d v o c a c y  for 
qualified  te a c h e r  librarians an d  the p la c e  of 
libraries in co n te m p o ra ry  so c ie ty . Though the 
inform ation professional an d  a g e n c y  m a y  undergo  
a  transform ation , I b e lie ve  this is a  g re a t e xa m p le  of 
so c ia l sustainability.

The lau nch  of the N ational Year of R ead ing  fell 
during m y Fellowship 
an d  I a tte n d e d  the 
SLV’s e ve n t to m ark the 
o c c a s io n , w h ich  w as  
not only tim ely but also 
thought-provoking. 
D em o g ra p h e r Bernard
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"easy  being g ieen .."
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