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W E ’ R E  A L L  O N  T H E  S A M E  P A G E
In M arch, w e  held our second 

vendor roundtable in Melbourne, with 
14 representatives from publishing, 
technology, equipm ent, and service 
com panies joining us to talk about how 
w e can  work more closely together.

Vendors and practitioners h ave  a 
com m on goal, to ensure the long term 
success and sustainability of the library 
and information sector. A healthy sector 
m eans good business for vendors and 
good jobs for practitioners, so while w e 
m ay be on opposite sides of the table for 
purchasing negotiations, w e are working 
towards the sam e outcom e.

Without vendor sponsorship 
and exhibition booths, conference 
a ttend ance  would be out of reach  for 
most delegates. Without advertising, 
w e  w ou ldn ’t be ab le  to publish INCITE. 
However, an open cheque  book is only 
one part of the value vendors bring to 
the sector.

Vendors are well p laced  to enjoy an 
overview of w hat is happening across 
the industry. They can  help m ap different 
types of library and  information services, 
identify innovation, and promote 
exce llence  in Australian LIS to co lleagues 
elsewhere in the world.

A d v o c a c y  and lobbying c a n  be

difficult for practitioners em ployed by 
governm ent. As private com panies, 
vendors are not restricted in this w ay , 
and  h ave  the opportunity to be strong 
ad vo ca tes for library and information 
service. Examples include:

• Softlink supporting our 13 
Project for school libraries by 
tailoring its annual school library 
survey to include questions 
about cybersafety.

• Scholastic Group helping 
us promote libraries’ role in 
early reading and literacy by 
helping us deliver National 
Simultaneous Storytime.

• Proquest getting behind Library 
and  Information W eek, to 
help us m ake this landm ark 
event even more relevant to 
our mem bers in a ca d e m ic  
libraries.

• The O ne Umbrella running 
a  free careers workshop at 
Information Online, in Brisbane, 
and  Zenith M anagem ent 
supporting an event for 
Q ueensland Governm ent 
library and information 
professionals in danger of losing 
their jobs.

As com m ercia l enterprises, library 
vendors are very good at gathering d a ta  
and intelligence about the sector, and 
generous about sharing, w here it doesn ’t 
give a w a y  trade secrets.

For the Future of the Profession 
project w e are working with vendors to 
factor their insight into likely scenarios 
for the sector heading towards 2025.
We will also soon be introducing a  new 
corporate membership category of the 
Association, recognising the im portance 
of vendors.

Thanks to O C LC  for hosting the 
m eeting at its King Street office and 
to our vendor co lleagues for giving 
up their afternoons to be part of 
the discussion. Thanks also go to the 
Australian Library Suppliers’ Association in 
Sydney for participating in, and  to Zenith 
M anagem ent for hosting, a  simliar but 
smaller session late last year.

We would also like to thank Holley 
Dumble from Ex Libris for her comm itm ent 
to providing vendor representation 
on the ALIA Information Online 2013 
C onference  Program Com m ittee.

If you would like to participate in 
our roundtables, p lease co n tact sue. 
m ckerracher@ alia .org .au .

Australia’s unique print repository

C A V A L ^
/ Collections Storage

Owned by Australian universities, CAVAL operates 
the largest purpose-built commercial storage facility for 

library print and archive collections 1 1 1  Australia.

With over 16 years' experience in the storage and 
management of collections, we can provide your library 

with a range of solutions for short and long term 
storage in a high security, climate controlled environment.

For queries, or to arrange to inspect our 
storage facilities, please contact Michael Robinson, CEO on 

0421 8.10 069, or ,il mi( imei.roliiniont&X.aval.edu.an

CAVAL 
4 Park Drive 

Burdoora VIC 3083 
Australia 
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