
NEWS

I N V A L U A B L E  F A C E  T I M E  F O R  E D U C A T O R S  A N D  R E S E A R C H E R S
On 17-18 June, RMIT hosted Australian Information 

Education Symposium (AIES) and Research Applications in 
Information and Library Studies (RAILS9). The main purpose 
of AIES is to bring together educators from a  w ide range of 
information professions to share professional knowledge and 
teach ing  practices. RAILS offers a  platform to both students 
and professional researchers in the field of Information and 
Library sciences to network and  show case the results of their 
research.

This year, AIES presenters cam e  from Monash University, 
University of South Australia (UniSA), QUT, University of Ballarat, 
Charles Sturt University (CSU), and  Chisholm Institute of TAFE. 
Despite their multiple differences, a  num ber of presentations 
em phasised chang e  as a  main them e. Tom Denison of 
Monash informed the aud ience  that information education  
at his institution is undergoing an important chang e  with the 
forthcoming opening of a  Master's program in Library Studies. 
Diane Velasquez and D iana Hodge from UniSA reported on 
the changes they im plem ented into Reading Advisory courses 
and w hat difference it has m ade  to students. A research 
group from QUT, represented by Zaana Howard, pointed out 
that chang e  can  be difficult to m an ag e . Their research into 
educators' attitudes towards b lended learning ind icated 
that ach ieving a  b a la n ce  betw een online and face-to -face  
teach ing  modes currently poses more questions than solutions. 
Sigrid M cCausland  of CSU, on the other hand , pushed for 
chang e  in curriculum to include teach ing  the specific library 
a d v o c a c y  skills so critically n eeded  today.

The second half of the d a y  w as d ed ica ted  to round table 
discussion of Australian Qualifications Frameworks. The round

tab le inspired a  vivid d eb ate  of pros and cons of the current 
schem e, the need for more public consultations, and teach ing  
com m unity involvem ent.

RAILS9 featured tw ice as m any presenters with participants 
com ing from The University of Melbourne, RMIT, QUT, Deakin, 
UniSA, CSU, Flinders, as well as from University of Sheffield (UK) 
and University of Texas (Austin, USA). Especially encourag ing 
w as the high student participation with five papers presented.

C onference  papers covered  a  w ide variety of research 
topics ranging from health information m anagem ent, 
challenges of open acce ss  research publishing, studies 
of "big data" and information literacy, to analysis of job 
advertisem ents, social m ed ia , and user experience . In the 
afternoon, Sue Roberts, State Librarian and SLV CEO , gave  
an inspirational talk on the changes at the State Library, 
the research behind the changes, and how, based  on this 
research, the library is shifting its focus from collecting and 
preserving to engagem ent and  expertise oriented services. 
Another co n ference  highlight included "One minute 
m adness," an experim ental form at of information delivery 
w here a  few volunteers tried to com m unicate  their m essage 
to the aud ience  in a  snappy, one-minute presentation. 
Although not all participants w ere ab le  to finish in a  minute, the 
au d ience  found the experiment informative, entertaining, and 
worth pursuing in the future.
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