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T h e  l a s t  w o r d

Ja e  Rolt, Australia’s Favourite Librarian

WHY DO YOU LOVE WORKING IN A LIBRARY?
B e in g  a  t e a c h e r  l ib r a r ia n  m e a n s  I g e t  to  t e a c h  e v e r y  s in g le  

c h ild  in m y  s c h o o l ,  f ro m  K in d e rg a r t e n  to  Y e a r  6 , e v e r y  w e e k .
I lo v e  h e lp in g  th e m  to  f in d  t h a t  p e r f e c t  b o o k  o r  s e r ie s  a n d  
w a t c h in g  t h e  d e lig h t  o n  th e ir  f a c e s  w h e n  t h e y  te ll m e  a b o u t  
th e ir  f a v o u r i t e  b o o k s .

WHAT MAKES YOUR LIBRARY COMMUNITY SPECIAL?
I w o rk  w ith  a n  a m a z in g  g ro u p  o f t e a c h e r s  /  s c h o o l s ta f f  

w h o  a r e  p a s s io n a t e  a b o u t  q u a l it y  e d u c a t io n  a n d  w h o  u s e  th e  
lib ra ry  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s p a c e  d a i ly . T h e  p a r e n t s  o f  o u r  s tu d e n ts  
v a lu e  th e  lib r a ry  a n d  e n t h u s ia s t ic a l ly  s h o w  th e ir  s u p p o r t  e v e r y  
y e a r  w ith  o u r  B o o k  W e e k  /  B o o k  F a ir  w h e r e  w e  se ll h u n d re d s  o f 
b o o k s  a n d  a lm o s t  a ll o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  s ta f f  c o m e  d re s s e d  to  
th e  t h e m e .

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT BEING ONE OF OUR WINNERS?
I w a s  th r il le d  ju s t  to  b e  n o m in a t e d  fo r  A u s t r a l ia ’s F a v o u r it e  

L ib ra r ia n  a n d  a s  th e  first f e w  v o t e s  t r ic k le d  in I w a s  q u ite  
e x c i t e d .  S o m e  v o te r s  s t a r t e d  le a v in g  c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  w h a t  
a  g r e a t  jo b  t h e y  th o u g h t  I d id  a n d  I w a s  q u ite  h u m b le d  b y  
t h a t . T h e n  a n  e x - s tu d e n t  w r o t e  h o w  I h a d  t a u g h t  h im  to  lo v e  
l i t e ra tu re , h o w  to  lo s e  h im s e lf  in  a  g r e a t  b o o k , a n d  h o w  le s so n s  
le a r n e d  fro m  m e  w o u ld  s t a y  w ith  h im  fo r  life . T h a t  c o m m e n t  
a lo n e  le f t  m e  s p e e c h le s s .

To b e  a n n o u n c e d  a s  w in n e r  o f  N e w  S o u th  W a le s  w a s  
c o m p le t e ly  u n e x p e c t e d ,  b u t  to  th e n  b e  a n n o u n c e d  a s  
o v e r a ll  w in n e r , a s  A u s t r a l ia ’s F a v o u r it e  L ib ra r ia n , a b s o lu t e ly  
o v e r w h e lm e d  m e . I h a v e  a  b r il lia n t  g ro u p  o f f a m ily  a n d  f r ie n d s  
a n d  t h a t  e x t e n d s  to  m y  c u r r e n t  a n d  p a s t  s tu d e n ts  a n d  th e ir  
fa m il ie s . To k n o w  t h a t  I h a v e  h a d  a  p o s it iv e  im p a c t  o n  so  m a n y  
liv e s  is a n  a m a z in g  f e e l in g  a n d  th is is s o m e th in g  I w ill c h e r is h  fo r  
th e  re st o f  m y  life .

WHAT MADE YOU DECIDE TO PURSUE A CAREER IN LIS?
It w a s  a  n a t u r a l p ro g re s s io n  fro m  m y  life  a s  a  c h i ld ,  h a v in g  

m y  o w n  b o o k s  s h e lv e d  in  a lp h a b e t i c a l  o rd e r  a n d  la t e r  p u t t in g  
th e m  in to  a  d a t a b a s e  so  m y  f r ie n d s  c o u ld  b o r ro w  t h e m . It 
w a s n ’ t until I w a s  o ld e r  t h a t  I r e a l is e d  n o t  e v e r y o n e  s a w  th is a s  
th e  n o rm a l th in g  to  d o . B e c o m in g  a  t e a c h e r  l ib r a r ia n  s e e m e d  
lik e  th e  p e r f e c t  w a y  to  c o m b in e  m y  tw o  p a s s io n s  o f  t e a c h in g  
a n d  b o o k s .

IF YOU WEREN’T IN LIS, WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
I c a n n o t  im a g in e  a n y  o t h e r  c a r e e r  th a t  I w o u ld  e n jo y  a s  

m u c h  o r  t h a t  w o u ld  g iv e  m e  a s  m u c h  s a t i s f a c t io n . If I h a d n ’ t 
b e c o m e  a  t e a c h e r  l ib r a r ia n , I w o u ld  b e  a  c la s s ro o m  t e a c h e r .

WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE THE GREATEST CHALLENGES 
FACING THE LIS TODAY?

T e c h n o lo g y  -  so  m a n y  p e o p le  th in k  t h e y  h a v e  a ll th e  
a n s w e r s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  a  c o m p u t e r  w ith  a  s e a r c h  e n g in e . 
But th e  s e a r c h  e n g in e  c a n  g iv e  y o u  m a n y  f a ls e  a n s w e r s . I th in k  
o u r  g r e a t e s t  c h a l l e n g e  is t e a c h in g  p e o p le  h o w  to  f in d  e x a c t ly  
w h a t  t h e y  a r e  lo o k in g  fo r  in  s u c h  a  t e c h n o lo g ic a l  s o c ie t y .

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO ANYONE CONSIDERING  
A CAREER IN LIS?

D O  IT ! W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e  th in k in g  a b o u t  b e c o m in g  a  
c o m m u n it y  lib r a r ia n  o r  a  t e a c h e r  l ib r a r ia n , if it is s o m e th in g  
y o u  a r e  c o n s id e r in g , th e n  it is o b v io u s ly  s o m e th in g  y o u  th in k  
y o u  w o u ld  e n jo y . I f in d  t h a t  w o rk in g  w ith  c h i ld re n  a n d  h e lp in g  
to  fo s te r  in  th e m  a  lo v e  o f  r e a d in g  a n d  lite ra tu re  is so  fu lfillin g . 
M a n y  p a r e n t s  o f te n  b o r ro w  b o o k s  fro m  m y  s c h o o l l ib r a ry  a s  
w e l l .  Y o u  a r e  n e v e r  to o  y o u n g  o r  o ld  to  e n jo y  a  g o o d  b o o k .

WHAT’S YOUR BEST MEMORY OF WORKING IN LIBRARIES?
D re ss in g  u p  a s  " T h e  C a t  in  th e  H a t"  fo r  B o o k  W e e k  

c e le b r a t io n s  a n d  h a v in g  o n e  o f  m y  s tu d e n ts , w h o  is a u t is t ic , 
n o t  re a lis in g  it w a s  m e  a n d  w a n t in g  to  s t a y  w ith  m e  a ll d a y  a n d  
h a v e  h is p h o t o  t a k e n  w ith  m e . It w a s  ju st lo v e ly .

AS ALIA’S FIRST AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE LIBRARIAN, WHAT 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SAY TO AUSTRALIA’S LIBRARIANS?

K e e p  d o in g  th e  a m a z in g  jo b  y o u  a r e  d o in g  a n d  e n jo y  
e v e r y  m o m e n t  o f  s h a r in g  th e  v a s t  k n o w le d g e  o f  th is w o r ld  w ith  
c h i ld re n  a n d  a d u lt s . Im p a r t in g  a  lo v e  o f  r e a d in g  to  s o m e o n e  is 
a  g ift  t h e y  w ill h a v e  fo r  life .

L ib ra r ie s  p la y  s u c h  a n  im p o r t a n t  p a r t  in  o u r  s o c ie t y .  T h e y  
a r e  a  c e n t r e  fo r  li fe lo n g  le a r n in g  a n d  s o m e t im e s  o n e  o f  t h e  first 
p l a c e s  w h e r e  a  c h ild  w ill in t e r a c t  w ith  a  b o o k . N o t e v e r y o n e  
c a n  a f fo rd  to  b u y  b o o k s  o r  h a v e  t h e  s p a c e  to  s to re  a ll o f  th e ir  
f a v o u r i t e s . L ib ra r ie s  n o t  o n ly  o f fe r  th e  b o o k s , b u t  a ls o  a  p l a c e  to  
r e a d  a n d  c o m p a n io n s h ip  w ith  lik e - m in d e d  p e o p le .

WHAT DOES YOUR SUPER-LIBRARIAN COSTUME LOOK LIKE?
I lo v e  c o s t u m e s , so  m y  s u p e r- l ib ra r ia n  c o s t u m e  w o u ld  h a v e  

to  in c o r p o r a t e  e le m e n t s  fro m  o f a ll o f  m y  f a v o u r i t e  b o o k s . I 
w o u ld  h a v e  lo n g  o r a n g e  ‘A n n e  o f  G r e e n  G a b le s '  b r a id s , a  
‘ C a t  in  t h e  H a t ' h a t ,  H a r ry  P o t te r 's  w a n d ,  a  re d  h o o d e d  c lo a k ,  
D o r o t h y ’s r e d  s l ip p e rs  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e , H e r m io n e ’s b a g  w ith  th e  
u n d e t e c t a b le  e x te n s io n  c h a r m  so  t h a t  I c o u ld  c a r r y  a ll o f  m y  
f a v o u r i t e  b o o k s  w ith  m e  a ll o f  th e  t im e .
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