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W H A T  W E 'R E  L O O K IN G  
F O R  F R O M  TH E  N E X T
A U S T R A L IA N  G O V E R N M E N T

A t  th e  t im e  o f w r it in g , w e  d o n 't  
k n o w  w h e n  th e  f e d e r a l  e le c t io n  w ill 
b e .  W h e n  y o u  r e a d  th is , m a y b e  w e  
w ill. O n e  th in g  is fo r  c e r t a in ;  t h e re  
w ill b e  a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  
e le c t io n  o n  o r  b e fo r e  3 0  N o v e m b e r  
2 0 1 3  -  a n d  w e  a r e  r e a d y  fo r  it.

M a y  t h e  m o s t  

l ib r a r y  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n -  

f r ie n d ly  p a r t y  w in .

th ro u g h  th e  A u s t ra l ia n  L a w  R e fo rm  
C o m m is s io n , re su lt in g  in  a  la w  
t h a t  b e t t e r  r e f le c t s  fa ir  u s e  in 
th e  re a l w o r ld  a n d  in  th e  d ig ita l 
e n v ir o n m e n t , a n d  p r o t e c t s  f a ir  u s e  
p ro v is io n s  v ita l to  im p ro v e  th e  f re e  
f lo w  o f in fo rm a t io n  fo r  r e s e a r c h  

p u rp o s e s . To s u p p o r t  
t h e  a m e n d m e n t  o f  th e  
C o p y r ig h t  A c t  to  e x t e n d  
le g a l  d e p o s it  p ro v is io n s  
to  in c lu d e  p u b lis h e d  
e le c t r o n ic  m a t e r ia ls , 
e n s u r in g  t h a t  th e  n a t io n a l 
c o l le c t io n  re m a in s  a  
c o m p r e h e n s iv e  s o u r c e  o f 
A u s t r a l ia n  c o n t e n t .

W h e n  th e  p re v io u s  P r im e  
M in is te r  a n n o u n c e d  th e  e le c t io n  
d a t e  o f  14 S e p t e m b e r , w e  
s t a r t e d  w o rk  o n  T h e  L ib ra r y  a n d  
In fo rm a t io n  A g e n d a ,  a  d o c u m e n t  
w h ic h  s u m m a r is e s  h o w  o u r  
m e m b e r s  w a n t  t h e  n e x t  A u s t ra l ia n  
G o v e r n m e n t  to  e n g a g e  w ith  lib ra ry  
a n d  in fo rm a t io n  s e r v ic e s  d u r in g  its 
te rm  o f o f f ic e .

In  th e  ru n  u p  to  th e  f e d e r a l  
e le c t io n ,  w e  w ill b e  lo b b y in g  
fo r  T h e  L ib ra r y  a n d  In fo rm a t io n  
A g e n d a  -  fo u r  t h e m e s  a n d  10 ite m s  
w h ic h  w e  b e l ie v e  a r e  e s s e n t ia l 
fo r  p r o m o t in g  l i t e r a c y ,  e n a b l in g  
c it iz e n s  to  b e  w e ll- in fo rm e d , 
s u p p o r t in g  s o c ia l ly  in c lu s iv e  
c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  c o n t r ib u t in g  
to  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  A u s t r a l ia  a s  a  
k n o w le d g e - b a s e d  e c o n o m y .

Theme 1: Ensuring equity of access 
to information and resources

1. To r e c o g n is e  p u b l ic  l ib ra r ie s , 
w h ic h  a r e  s ta te / te r r i to r y  a n d  
lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d e d , a s  a  
n a t io n a l n e t w o rk  a n d  a  n a t io n a l 
a s s e t  t h a t  h a s  th e  c a p a c i t y
to  im p r o v e  e n g a g e m e n t  w ith  
g o v e r n m e n t  s e r v ic e s  a n d  p o l ic y ,  
a n d  re q u ire s  th e  o n g o in g  s u p p o r t  
a n d  e n g a g e m e n t  o f  th e  f e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t .

2. To s u p p o r t  th e  re fo rm  o f th e  
C o p y r ig h t  A c t ,  a l r e a d y  in tra in

3. To s u p p o r t  th e  
p r in c ip le  o f  o p e n  a c c e s s ,  

m a k in g  r e s e a r c h  f u n d e d  b y  
g o v e r n m e n t  f r e e ly  a v a i l a b l e  to  th e  
t a x p a y e r s  w h o  p a id  fo r  it.

Theme 2: Protecting and promoting 
Australian culture

4. To e n s u re  t h a t ,  w ith  th e  g lo b a l 
g ro w th  o f  e le c t r o n ic  c o n t e n t ,  
a c c e s s  to  A u s t r a l ia n  c o n t e n t
fo r  A u s t r a l ia n  r e a d e r s  is r e a d i ly  
a v a i l a b l e  a n d  t h a t  o u r  o w n  
a u th o rs , w r ite rs  a n d  illu s tra to rs  
c o n t in u e  to  th r iv e .

5. To p la y  a n  a c t i v e  ro le  in 
s e t t in g  t h e  n a t io n a l c u ltu ra l a s s e t  
d ig it is a t io n  a g e n d a  a n d  to  fu n d  
th e  d ig it is a t io n  o f  A u s t ra l ia n  
c o n t e n t  o v e r  t im e , in o rd e r  to  
b r in g  A u s t r a l ia n  h is to ry  to  life  
o n lin e ; to  m a k e  f a m ily  h is to ry  a n d  
c u ltu ra l r e c o r d s  d is c o v e r a b le ;  to  
p r e s e r v e  v ita l in fo rm a t io n  fo r  fu tu re  
g e n e r a t io n s  a s  a  s a f e g u a r d  a g a in s t  
n a t u r a l  a n d  m a n m a d e  d is a s te rs ; 
a n d  to  b r in g  A u s t r a l ia  in  lin e  w ith  
( a n d  e v e n  a h e a d  o f) o t h e r  first 
w o r ld  n a t io n s .

Theme 3: Improving education 
outcomes

6 . To r e c o g n is e  th e  ro le  th a t  
t e a c h e r  l ib r a r ia n s  p la y  in  h e lp in g  
s tu d e n ts  d e v e lo p  r e a d in g , 
in fo rm a t io n  a n d  d ig ita l l i t e r a c ie s ;  
in  e n s u r in g  th a t  s tu d e n ts  a r e  s a f e

o n lin e , a n d  to  e n d o r s e  th e  g o a l o f 
a  q u a l i f ie d  lib r a ry  p ro fe s s io n a l in 
e v e r y  s c h o o l .

7. To in t r o d u c e  a  n a t io n w id e , 
f e d e r a l ly - f u n d e d  e a r ly  l i t e r a c y  
in it ia t iv e  th ro u g h  p u b l ic  lib ra r ie s , 
e x t e n d in g  w h a t  c u r r e n t ly  h a p p e n s  
in  s o m e  s t a t e s  to  a ll s t a t e s  a n d  
te rr ito r ie s , g iv in g  e v e r y  A u s t ra l ia n  
c h ild  a  b e t t e r  o p p o r tu n it y  to  b e  
s c h o o l- r e a d y .

8 . To s t r e n g th e n  th e  c e n t r a l  ro le  
lib ra r ie s  p la y  in  le a r n in g  a t  a ll le v e ls , 
p r e p a r in g  A u s t r a l ia n  s tu d e n ts  fo r  
th e  w o r k p la c e  a n d  c o n t r ib u t in g
to  th e  n a t io n 's  s u c c e s s fu l 
e n g a g e m e n t  in  th e  g lo b a l 
k n o w le d g e  e c o n o m y .

Theme 4: Enabling sound policy 
and decision-making

9. To c a l l  fo r  a ll f e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  to  h a v e  
a c c e s s  to  lib r a ry  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  
s e r v ic e s  ru n  b y  q u a l i f ie d  lib ra ry  
p ro fe s s io n a ls , e n s u r in g  th a t  
g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y  is b a s e d  o n  
t im e ly , c o m p r e h e n s iv e  a n d  ro b u s t 
e v id e n c e ,  a n d  to  c a l l  fo r  p u b l ic  
s e c t o r  in fo rm a t io n  to  b e  p r o p e r ly  
c o l le c t e d ,  m a n a g e d ,  p r e s e r v e d  
a n d  m a d e  a c c e s s ib le  b y  th e s e  
lib r a ry  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  s e r v ic e s .

1 0 . To e n d o r s e  th e  im p o r t a n t  ro le  
fu lf i lle d  b y  q u a l i f ie d  lib r a ry  a n d  
in fo rm a t io n  p ro fe s s io n a ls  a c ro s s  
a ll t h re e  le v e ls  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  
in  t h e  p r iv a t e  s e c to r , c o n n e c t in g  
p e o p le  w ith  in fo rm a t io n  a n d  id e a s ,  
a n d  p r e s e rv in g  in t e l le c t u a l o u tp u t  
fo r  fu tu re  g e n e r a t io n s .

Y o u  c a n  f in d  T h e  L ib ra r y  a n d  
In fo rm a t io n  A g e n d a  in  full o n  
o u r  w e b s it e  (w w w .a l ia .o r g .a u /  
a d v o c a c y - a n d - c a m p a ig n s /  
a d v o c a c y - c a m p a ig n s - 0 / 2 0 1 3 -  
e le c t io n s - l ib r a ry - a n d - in fo rm a t io n -  
a g e n d a ) .  W e  w ill b e  s e n d in g  o u t  
e le c t r o n ic  a n d  p r in t c o p ie s  to  th e  
c a n d id a t e s  ru n n in g  in  t h e  2 0 1 3  
e le c t io n ,  a s  w e ll  a s  to  th e  lo c a l  a n d  
r e g io n a l p a r t y  o f f ic e s .
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A lo n g  w ith  t h e  a g e n d a ,  w e  w ill b e  
s e n d in g  a  list o f  q u e s t io n s  w h ic h  w e  
h o p e  p o lit ic ia n s  w ill t a k e  th e  t im e  to  
a n s w e r  -  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e , w e  w ill le t  
y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  s a y .  T h e s e  a r e  th e  
q u e s t io n s :

1. W ill y o u  p u rs u e  th e  re fo rm  o f 
th e  C o p y r ig h t  A c t  a s  a  p r io r ity  
fo r  th e  first te rm  o f th e  n e w  
g o v e r n m e n t ?

2 . W ill y o u  c o n s id e r  in t ro d u c in g  
le g is la t io n  in  f a v o u r  o f  o p e n  
a c c e s s  fo r  g o v e r n m e n t - f u n d e d  
r e s e a r c h ?

3 . W ill y o u  in c lu d e  re s p o n s ib il ity  fo r  
m a n a g in g  th e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  
G o v e r n m e n t 's  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  
p u b l ic  l ib ra r ie s  in  a  M in is te r 's  
p o r t fo lio ?

4 . W ill y o u  r e n e w  g o v e r n m e n t  
e n g a g e m e n t  in  b o o k  in d u s t ry  
d is c u s s io n s  a n d ,  if n e g o t ia t io n s  
w ith  in t e r n a t io n a l p u b lis h e rs  
fa lte r , w ill y o u  c o n s id e r  
g o v e r n m e n t  in te rv e n t io n  to  ass ist 
l ib ra r ie s  to  le n d  e b o o k s ?

5 . W ill y o u  d e v e lo p  a  n a t io n a l 
p o l i c y  fo r  th e  d ig it is a t io n  o f 
p r io r ity  A u s t r a l ia n  c o n t e n t ?

6 . W ill y o u  e n d o r s e  th e  a s p ir a t io n a l 
g o a l  o f  a  q u a l i f ie d  lib ra ry  
p ro fe s s io n a l in  e v e r y  s c h o o l?

7 . W ill y o u  in t r o d u c e  a  n a t io n w id e  
e a r ly  l i t e r a c y  in i t ia t iv e ?

8 . W ill y o u r  M in is te rs  insist o n  w e ll-  
r e s o u r c e d  lib r a ry  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  
s e r v ic e s  ru n  b y  q u a l if ie d
lib r a ry  p ro fe s s io n a ls  fo r  th e ir  
d e p a r t m e n t s ?

9 . W ill y o u  e n d o r s e  lib ra ry  a n d  
in fo rm a t io n  s c i e n c e  a s  a  v a lu e d  
p ro fe s s io n , a k in  to  a c c o u n t a n c y ,  
e n g in e e r in g , h e a lt h  a n d  o th e r  
p ro fe s s io n s  re q u ir in g  p r a c t it io n e r  
re g is t r a t io n ?

W e  h a v e  r e v ie w e d  th e  p o l ic y  
d e c la r a t io n s  o f  th e  m a jo r  p a r t ie s , a n d  
id e n t if ie d  th e  k e y  a r e a s  w h e r e  w e  n e e d  
to  e s ta b lis h  a  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  lib ra r ie s . 
T h e s e  a r e  s o c ia l  ju s t ic e , a  v ib r a n t  
e c o n o m y ,  q u a l it y  e d u c a t io n ,  s m a r t  
c o m m u n it ie s ,  in d e p e n d e n t ,  s e c u r e  
s e n io rs , a n d  s u s t a in a b le  c o m m u n it ie s .

T h e  la u n c h  a n d  d is tr ib u t io n  o f  T h e  
L ib r a r y  a n d  In fo rm a t io n  A g e n d a  is o n ly  
o n e  a s p e c t  o f  o u r  lo b b y in g  c a m p a ig n .  
W e  h a v e  b e e n  b u ild in g  u p  o u r  
c o n t a c t s  in  P a r l ia m e n t  H o u s e , m e e t in g

w ith  M P s a n d  m in is te r ia l a d v is e r s , to  
e n s u re  t h a t  o u r  v o i c e  w ill b e  h e a r d .
W e  a r e  a ls o  p le a s e d  to  b e  w o rk in g  
w ith  o th e r  a s s o c ia t io n s  to  d e v e lo p  a  
u n ite d  v o i c e  fo r  th e  s e c to r , w h e t h e r  
w e  a r e  ta lk in g  to  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
E d u c a t io n ,  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  In d u s t ry , 
o r  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  B r o a d b a n d , 
C o m m u n ic a t io n s  a n d  th e  D ig ita l 
E c o n o m y .

Y o u  c a n  h e lp  p r o m o t e  T h e  L ib ra ry  
a n d  In fo rm a t io n  A g e n d a  b y  s e c u r in g  a  
m e e t in g  w ith  y o u r  M P  a n d  c a n d id a t e s ,  
a n d  u s in g  th is a s  th e  b a s is  to  ta lk  a b o u t  
lo c a l  is su e s . If y o u  w o u ld  lik e  a d v i c e  a n d  
s u p p o r t  a b o u t  d o in g  th is , p le a s e  c o n t a c t  
us -  a d v o c a c y @ a l i a .o r g .a u  -  a n d  w e  w ill 
b e  p le a s e d  to  a ss is t .

W e  w ill b e  p u b lis h in g  c o m m e n t s  
w e  r e c e i v e  fro m  p o li t ic a l p a r t ie s  a n d  
in d iv id u a l c a n d id a t e s  in  re s p o n s e  to  T h e  
L ib ra r y  a n d  In fo rm a t io n  A g e n d a ,  to  h e lp  
o u r  m e m b e r s  id e n t if y  th e ir  b e s t  v o t in g  
o p t io n  -  a n d  m a y  th e  m o s t  l ib ra ry  a n d  
in fo rm a t io n - f r ie n d ly  p a r t y  w in .

f e d e r a l  fu n d in g  fo r  c o m m u n it y  s e r v ic e s  a n d  in f ra s t ru c tu re  
is to  h a v e  lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  r e c o g n is e d  in  th e  A u s t ra l ia n  
c o n s t it u t io n " .

O v e r  in  th e  n o  c o r n e r  is th e  L e a d e r  o f  th e  O p p o s it io n , 
a n d  o n e - t im e  P r im e  M in is te r  a n d  fo re ig n  a f fa ir s  m in is te r  
A le x a n d e r  D o w n e r . T h e y  s a y  S e c t io n  96  o f  o u r  c o n s t itu t io n  
c u r r e n t ly  p r o v id e s  th e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  w ith  th e  a b il it y  
to  m a k e  g ra n t s  to  th e  S t a t e s  h o w e v e r  a n d  w h e n e v e r  it 
p le a s e s ,  a n d  h a s  e n a b le d  s u c c e s s iv e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  
to  fu n d  lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  fo r  173 o d d  y e a r s .  T h e ir  a r g u m e n t  
is, e s s e n t ia l ly , if it a in 't  b r o k e , d o n 't  f ix  it.

A n y  r e f e r e n c e  lib r a r ia n  c a n  te ll u s t h a t  w ith o u t  
b ip a r t is a n  s u p p o r t , r e fe re n d u m s  h a v e  h a d  litt le  c h a n c e  
o f  s u c c e s s  in th is c o u n t r y .  W e  d o  k n o w  th e  y e s  c a m p a ig n  
h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  $ 1 0 m  to  m a k e  its c a s e  a n d  th e  n o  c a s e  
o n ly  $ 5 0 0  0 0 0 , s p a rk in g  c o m p la in t s  a b o u t  fa ir n e s s  b e f o r e  a  
s in g le  c a m p a ig n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  fro m  a n y o n e  h a s  e v e n  h it 
th e  a i r w a v e s .  A n d  a s  o u r  d a i ly  d o s e  o f  p o li t ic a l h ig h  d r a m a  
c o n t in u e s  to  u n fo ld , e v e n  h a v in g  th is r e fe r e n d u m  a t  a ll h a s  
d r if te d  fro m  a n  o d d s - o n  c e r t a in t y  to  a  p o t e n t ia l  s c r a t c h in g .

It's e a s y  to  b e  d is t r a c t e d  b y  a ll t h a t , b u t  th e  c r it ic a l 
q u e s t io n  re m a in s , a n d  s h o u ld  b e  c a r e f u l ly  c o n s id e r e d , b y  
e v e r y  lib ra ry  a n d  in fo rm a t io n  p ro fe s s io n a l in a n y  w a y  re l ia n t  
o n  fu n d in g  fro m  lo c a l  o r  f e d e r a l  s o u rc e s . W h ic h  is m o s t o f us.

VOTE YES: W W W .COUNCILREFERENDUM.COM.a u  

VOTE NO: W W W .NO PO W ERG RAB.CO M .a u

W h a t  th e  In d e p e n d e n t  E x p e r t  P a n e l o n  C o n s t itu t io n a l R e c o g n it io n  o f 
L o c a l G o v e r n m e n t  s a y s : lo c a lg o v r e c o g n i t io n .g o v .a u

R e p o r t  o f  th e  Jo in t  S e le c t  C o m m it t e e  o n  C o n s t itu t io n a l R e c o g n it io n  
o f  L o c a l G o v e r n m e n t :  w w w .a p h .g o v .a u / P a r l ia m e n t a r y _ B u s in e s s /  
C o m m it t e e s / H o u s e _ o f _ R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s _ C o m m it t e e s ? u r l= js c lg / lo c a lg o v t /  
f in a lr e p o r t .h tm

Referendum 2 0 1 3
When we finally get to our long-awaited election, there 

may be a referendum. Have you thought about how you 
will vote on the proposal to recognise local government in 
the constitution?

L o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  its f u n d in g  a r e  p iv o t a l to  
h u n d re d s  o f  p u b l ic  l ib ra r ie s  a c ro s s  A u s t r a l ia  so  it 's  s o m e th in g  
w e  s h o u ld  a ll b e  th in k in g  a b o u t .  N e it h e r  th e  e le c t io n  n o r 
th e  r e fe re n d u m  a r e  n a i le d  d o w n  a s  IN C IT E  g o e s  to  p re s s , 
so  th e  b e s t  w e  c a n  d o  is ro u n d  u p  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  fo r  a n d  
a g a in s t  fo r  o u r  r e a d e r s .

T h e  q u e s t io n  is w h e t h e r  th e  p e o p le  w a n t  to  fo rm a lly  
‘ f in a n c ia l ly  r e c o g n is e  lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  in  th e  c o n s t it u t io n ' , 
a s  it is d e s c r ib e d  o n  th e  A u s t r a l ia n  G o v e r n m e n t 's  w e b s it e  a t  
r e f e r e n d u m 2 0 1 3 .g o v .a u  . Y e s  o r  n o ?

In th e  y e s  c o r n e r  is th e  L a b o r  P a r t y  -  so  f a r  -  a n d  th e  
A u s t r a l ia n  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A s s o c ia t io n  (A L G A ) .  T h e y  a r e  
s u p p o r t e d  b y  th e  A u s t r a l ia n  G r e e n s  a n d  B a r n a b y  J o y c e ,  
le a d e r  o f  T h e  N a t io n a ls  in  th e  S e n a t e  a n d ,  fo r  th e  m o m e n t  
a t  le a s t , S h a d o w  M in is te r  fo r  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t .  A L G A  
P re s id e n t  F e l ic it y - a n n  L e w is  h a s  c a l le d  o n  a ll p o li t ic a l p a r t ie s  
to  s u p p o r t  th e  y e s  v o t e  b e c a u s e  " th e  o n ly  w a y  to  p r o t e c t
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