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T H E  R E A D I N G  H O U R  I S  B A C K !

L o v e 2 R e a d  is b u s y  b u ild in g  u p  to  th is y e a r ' s  n a t io n a l 
R e a d in g  H o u r c e le b r a t io n ,  b u ild in g  o n  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  
in a u g u r a l  e v e n t  h e ld  la s t  y e a r  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l Y e a r  o f  
R e a d in g .

W h ile  h ig h lig h t in g  th e  b e n e f it s  o f  r e a d in g  fo r  e v e r y o n e ,
T h e  R e a d in g  H o u r in it ia t iv e  ra is e s  a w a r e n e s s  fo r  p a r e n t s  a n d  
c a r e g iv e r s  o n  ju st h o w  e a s y  it is to  h e lp  c h ild re n  d e v e lo p  a  life 
lo n g  lo v e  o f  r e a d in g .

S p r e a d in g  th e  m e s s a g e  to  " s h a r e  a  b o o k  w ith  y o u r  c h ild  
fo r  10 m in u te s  a  d a y ,  a n  h o u r  a  w e e k  a n d  g iv e  th e m  th e  g ift 
o f  r e a d in g "  is th e  a im  fo r  T h e  R e a d in g  H o u r a n d  t h a t 's  w h a t  
L o v e 2 R e a d  w a n t s  e v e r y o n e  to  b e  d o in g  fro m  5 p m  to  6 p m  o n  
S a t u r d a y  A u g u s t  2 4 th.

This y e a r  h u n d re d s  o f  lib ra r ie s , s c h o o ls , b o o k s to re s  a n d  
v e n u e s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  w ill b e  h o s t in g  T h e  R e a d in g  H o u r 
e v e n t s  -  c e le b r a t in g  r e a d in g  a t  s to ry t im e  se s s io n s , b y  to rc h lig h t  
a n d  e v e n  v ia  s in g a lo n g s .

O t h e r  l ib ra r ie s  a r e  u s in g  th e  c a m p a ig n  to  h e lp  p a t ro n s  
te s t- d r iv e  e r e a d e r s  a n d  o n e  lib r a ry  is h a rn e s s in g  th e  p o w e r  
o f  r e a d in g  to  r e a c h  o u t  to  th e  b lo k e s  in th e ir  a r e a ,  c a l l in g  o n  
d a d s ,  g r a n d d a d s ,  u n c le s ,  c a r e r s  a n d  k id s to  s h a r e  th e ir  tip s  o n  
b r in g in g  s to r ie s  a l iv e  w h e n  r e a d in g  a lo u d .

L ib ra r ie s  e v e r y w h e r e  c a n  h e lp  p r o m o t e  T h e  R e a d in g  
H o u r in it ia t iv e  -  w h e r e v e r  t h e re  a r e  p a r e n t s  to  s e e  o r  h e a r  
th is m e s s a g e ,  w e  c a n  b e  d o in g  o u r  b it . L o v e 2 R e a d 's  p r o je c t  
d ir e c t o r  C h e ry l  A k le  s a y s  t h e  a im  is s im p ly  to  r e a c h  p a r e n t s  w ith  
th e  k e y  m e s s a g e  t h a t  it 's  e a s y  a n d  fu n  to  r e a d  w ith  y o u r  c h ild , 
a n d  it 's  im p o r t a n t  to o .

" W e  k n o w  it 's  n o t  a lw a y s  p o s s ib le  fo r  p a r e n t s  to  s h a r e  a  
b o o k  a t  b e d t im e  w ith  th e ir  c h i ld r e n , b u t  if y o u  c a n  m a n a g e  
o n ly  10 m in u te s  a  d a y ,  y o u r  c h ild  w ill h a v e  th e  b e s t  c h a n c e  
o f  b e c o m in g  a  g o o d  r e a d e r ,  a lo n g  w ith  a ll th e  s o c ia l  a n d  
e d u c a t io n a l  b e n e f it s  t h a t  b r in g s ,"  C h e ry l  s a y s .

A lth o u g h  t h e r e 's  a  s p e c i f ie d  t im e  fo r  R e a d in g  H o u r o n  th e  
d a y ,  e v e n t s  a n d  a c t iv it ie s  fo r  a ll a g e  g ro u p s  w ill b e  h a p p e n in g  
a ll d a y  a r o u n d  th e  c o u n t r y , s c h e d u le d  to  a c c o m m o d a t e  th e  
d if fe r e n t  t im e  z o n e s , s p o rt in g  f ix tu re s  a n d  v e n u e  o p e n in g  t im e s .

T h e  full c a l e n d a r  o f  e v e n t s  is o n  th e  L o v e 2 R e a d  w e b s it e  a t  
w w w .t h e r e a d in g h o u r .o r g .a u .
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R e c e n t ly  s ta f f  a n d  f a m ily  a n d  f r ie n d s  fro m  R ic h m o n d  T w e e d  
R e g io n a l L ib ra r y  (L is m o re ) to o k  to  th e  s t re e t  fo r  th e  a n n u a l  
L ism o re  L a n t e rn  P a r a d e  w ith  th e ir  b e a u t i fu l  L o v e 2 R e a d  la n t e rn . 
J o  C a r m o d y ,  M a n a g e r  o f  th e  R ic h m o n d - T w e e d  R e g io n a l 
L ib ra ry  s e n t  in  th is g r e a t  p ic t u r e  a n d  to ld  us th e  t e a m  ju s t h a d  
to  a d d  a  b it m o re  o f  a  z in g  to  th e ir  m e s s a g e ,  so  m a n y  o f  th e m  
w o r e  th e ir  G e t  R e a d in g  tsh irts . T h e  la n t e rn  p a r a d e  is a  fa b u lo u s  
c o m m u n it y  e v e n t  w ith  t h o u s a n d s  o f  e a g e r  c h i ld re n  a n d  a d u lt s  
lin in g  th e  s t re e ts  to  c h e e r  o n  th e  la n te rn s  -  w h a t  a  g r e a t  w a y  to  
s p r e a d  th e  r e a d in g  w o r d !

We Believein Libraries
When you begin planning, renovating or simply 
changing the feel of your library, wouldn't it be a 
comfort to know that the people you're speaking 
with speak your language, support your vision and 
are really willing to work with you.
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