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The last word
A word from Australia’s first Children’s Laureates

This m o n th  o u r  c o v e r  f e a t u r e s  tw o  
v e r y  s p e c ia l  p e o p le  fro m  th e  w o r ld  o f 
c h i ld r e n 's  b o o k s , a u t h o r  B o o ri M o n ty  
P ry o r , f ro m  N o rth  Q u e e n s la n d  a n d  a u t h o r  
a n d  illu s tra to r , A liso n  L e s te r , f ro m  V ic t o r ia .

A lis o n 's  p ic t u r e  b o o k , A r e  w e  
t h e r e  y e t ?  is a n  e s s e n t ia l it e m  in  a n y  
c h i ld r e n 's  lib ra ry  
c o l le c t io n .  T h ro u g h  h e r  
b o o k s , A lis o n  lo v e s  to  
e n c o u r a g e  c h i ld re n  to  
b e l ie v e  in  t h e m s e lv e s  
a n d  c e l e b r a t e  th e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  m a k e  
th e m  s p e c ia l .  M u c h  o f  
e a c h  y e a r  f in d s  A liso n  
t ra v e ll in g  to  r e m o te  
a r e a s  to  w o rk  w ith  a n d  
h e lp  s c h o o l c h ild re n  a n d  
a d u lt s  a l ik e  to  d r a w  a n d  
w r ite  a b o u t  th e ir  o w n  
liv e s .

B o o ri M o n t y  P rio r w o n  t h e  2011 P r im e  

M in is te r 's  L ite ra ry  A w a r d  fo r  h is b o o k  

S h a k e  a  l e g ,  w r it te n  in c o l la b o r a t io n  w ith  
J a n  O r m e r o d  a n d  d ra w s  o n  h is v a r ie d  
b a c k g r o u n d  o f  w r it in g , p e r fo r m in g , 

d a n c in g  a n d  p o e t r y  to  te ll t a le s  o f  
in d ig e n o u s  c u lt u r e , e s p e c ia l ly  a r o u n d  th e  
im p o r t a n c e  o f  s to ry  a n d  d a n c e .

B e t w e e n  th e  tw o  o f t h e m , t h e y  h a v e  
m o re  a w a r d s  a n d  b o o k  s a le s  t h a n  y o u  
c a n  s h a k e  a  s t ic k  a t  a n d ,  to g e th e r , t h e y  
s h a r e  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  b e in g  A u s t r a l ia ’s first 
C h i ld r e n 's  L a u r e a t e s .  IN C IT E  g a t h e r e d  a  
f e w  o f th e ir  th o u g h ts  o n  w r it in g , r e a d in g  
a n d  th e  A u s t r a l ia n  C h i ld r e n 's  L a u r e a t e  
p r o g r a m .

Where do the ideas come from?
A liso n  s a y s  h e r  id e a s  c o m e  fro m  

e v e r y w h e r e .
"I o n c e  g o t  a n  id e a  fo r  a  b o o k  fro m  

th e  la b e l o n  a  ju m p e r ,"  s h e  s a y s .
"T h e  la b e l w a s  c a l le d  ‘ K is se d  b y  th e  

m o o n ' ,  a n d  I th o u g h t , " W o w , w h a t  a  
lo v e ly  t it le  fo r  a  c h i ld r e n ’s b o o k " . S o  I 
c a m e  u p  w ith  th is so rt o f  a  b a l la d  to  a  
n e w b o r n  b a b y ,  k is se d  b y  t h e  m o o n  a n d  
w a r m e d  b y  th e  su n  a n d  w a s h e d  in th e  
rive r. M y  id e a s  d o  r e a l ly  c o m e  fro m  a ll 
o v e r  th e  p l a c e . "

B o o r i ’s s to r ie s  a r e  " a b o u t  f in d in g  
s t re n g th  w ith in  to  d e a l  w ith  th e  
c h a l le n g e s  w ith o u t "  a n d  p r e s e n t in g  
a  p o s it iv e  v ie w  o f th e  fu tu re  fo r  a ll 
A u s t ra l ia n s . H e  s a y s  h e  is m o s t  in s p ire d  b y  
h is p a r e n t s ,  h is f a m ily  a n d  t h e  c h i ld re n  h e  
w o rk s  w ith .

Tell us about your Children's Laureate 
projects.

A s  C h i ld r e n 's  L a u r e a t e s ,  A lis o n  a n d  
B o o ri a r e  c h a r g e d  w ith  th e  ta s k  o f 
p r o m o t in g  th e  t ra n s fo rm a t io n a l p o w e r  o f 
r e a d in g ,  c r e a t iv i t y  a n d  s to ry  in  th e  liv e s  o f 
y o u n g  A u s t ra l ia n s . Th is h a s  t a k e n  th e  p a ir  
o n  th e  r o a d  to  e v e r y  s t a t e ,  w o rk s h o p p in g  
a n d  s h a r in g  t a le s  w ith  h u n d re d s  o f  s c h o o l 
c h i ld r e n , t e a c h e r s  a n d  lib r a r ia n s  a c ro s s  
t h e  n a t io n .

T h e ir  y e a r  a s  c o - L a u r e a t e s  a ls o  
in c lu d e s  e a c h  a u t h o r  w o rk in g  o n  a  
s p e c ia l  p r o je c t  c lo s e  to  th e ir  h e a r t .  B o o ri 
is c u r r e n t ly  w o rk in g  o n  S t o r y k e e p e r s  a s  
h is s p e c ia l  C h i ld r e n 's  L a u r e a t e  p r o je c t .  It 
is a  d o c u m e n t a r y  film  a n d  e d u c a t io n a l  
r e s o u r c e  p a c k a g e  b a s e d  o n  h is life  a n d  
w o rk , a n d  his a im  to  c r e a t e  a  n a t io n  o f 
‘s t o r y k e e p e r s ' .

A lis o n  h a s  b e e n  h e lp in g  c h ild re n  
tu rn  th e ir  s to r ie s  in to  b o o k s  a n d  is 
c o l le c t in g  c h i ld r e n 's  w r it in g , d r a w in g  a n d  
p h o t o g r a p h s . S h e  h o p e s  to  c o m b in e  
t h e s e  w ith  h e r  o w n  m e m o r ie s  o f  h e r  
t r a v e ls  in to  a  b o o k . "It w ill s h o w  p e o p le  
t h e  m a n y  d if fe r e n t  w a y s  c h i ld re n  in 
A u s t r a l ia  l iv e ,"  s h e  s a id .

B o o ri w a s  o n  t h e  r o a d  w h e n  IN C IT E  
w e n t  to  p re s s , c o n t in u in g  h is s t a t e d

m iss io n  a s  a  C h i ld r e n 's  L a u r e a t e  to  
p r o m o t e  r e a d in g  a n d  l i t e r a c y ,  h a v in g  
s a id  h e  w o u ld  u s e  t h e  o p p o r t u n it y  to  d o  
e v e r y t h in g  h e  c o u ld  to  c r e a t e  a  n a t io n  
o f  r e a d e r s  in  A u s t r a l ia .

"I w ill a s k  th e  m o s t  w o n d e r fu l  
t e a c h e r s ,  l ib r a r ia n s , p a r e n t s  a n d  h e lp e r s  

th a t  I 'v e  m e t , a n d  th e  n e w  
o n e s  I'll m e e t  a lo n g  th e  w a y ,  
to  h o p  o n  b o a r d  th e  g o o d  
sh ip  L a u r e a t e ,"  h e  s a id  w h e n  
r e c e iv in g  h is a w a r d .

"W e 'l l p ic k  u p  n e w  
p a s s e n g e r s  e v e r y w h e r e  w e  g o  
a s  w e  t r a v e l a r o u n d  A u s t r a l ia  
to  th e  re m o te s t , th e  s m a lle s t , 
th e  r ic h e s t , th e  p o o re s t  . . .  p r e 
s c h o o ls , h ig h  s c h o o ls , s p e c ia l  
s c h o o ls  -  a ll s c h o o ls !  A n d  w e  
w ill s p r e a d  th e  w r it e w o rd s  to  
m a k e  o u rs  a  n a t io n  o f  r e a d e r s ! "

What difference has being a 
Children's Laureate made?

A liso n  a n s w e r e d  fo r  b o th  h e rs e lf  a n d  
B o o ri, s a y in g  t h a t ,  to  s ta r t  w ith , th e re  w a s  
a  lo t m o re  t r a v e l b o th  n a t io n a l ly  a n d  
in te rn a t io n a l ly .

" W e  h a v e  b e e n  to  I ta ly  a n d  Ire la n d  
to  m e e t  o t h e r  L a u r e a t e s .  It m a k e s  a  
d i f f e r e n c e  to  b e  o u t  a n d  a b o u t  a t  th e  
in t e r n a t io n a l le v e l a n d  le a r n  w h a t  o th e rs  
a r e  d o in g ,"  s h e  s a id .

T h a t 's  in c lu d e d  le a r n in g  h o w  o th e rs  
a r e  u s in g  th e ir  L a u r e a t e  p ro f i le , in c lu d in g  
a  S w e d is h  a u t h o r  p u t t in g  his e ffo rts  
in to  try in g  to  g a in  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  th e  
m e d ia  to  t a k e  c h i ld r e n 's  l i t e ra tu re  a n d  
r e a d in g  m o re  s e r io u s ly  f ro m  th e  s o c ia l  
p e r s p e c t iv e .

T a lk in g  w ith  o th e r  L a u r e a t e s  a b o u t  
h o w  to  g e t  th e  m e s s a g e  a c ro s s  to  
p o lit ic ia n s  a n d  th e  c o m m u n it y ,  a n d  th e  
in c r e a s in g  n u m b e r  o f  re q u e s ts  to  s p e a k  
to  th e  m e d ia  in  A u s t r a l ia  h a s  a ls o  h e lp e d  
A liso n  re f in e  h e r  m e d ia  skills.

" I ' m a  lo t b e t t e r  a t  g iv in g  a  s o u n d  
b ite ,"  s h e  s a id . " I t ’s lik e  b e in g  a  p o l i t ic ia n . 
I lis te n  to  t h e  q u e s t io n  a n d  th e n  ta lk  
a b o u t  w h a t  I w a n t  to  ta lk  a b o u t ! "

"I like books where kids are 
being adventurous and doing  
exciting things and som ehow  
forcing themselves to do stuff 
that they might be a bit scared  
of, but winning." -  Alison Lester
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http://www.childrenslaureate.org.au
http://www.alisonlester.net
http://www.allenandunwin.com/default.aspx?page=312&author=228

