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A L I A  G R O U P S :  A C C E S S  F O R  A L L
A L IA  g ro u p s  m a k e  a  s p e c ia l  a n d  g re a t ly  v a lu e d  
c o n tr ib u t io n  to  A L IA , b r in g in g  th e  lib ra ry  a n d  
in fo rm a t io n  c o m m u n ity  to g e th e r  fro m  a ll p a rts  o f 
A u s tra lia  th ro u g h  lo c a t io n  a n d  s p e c ia l  in te re s ts .
T h e re  a r e  n o w  o v e r  40  g ro u p s  n a t io n w id e , o ffe r in g  
o u r  m e m b e rs  u n p a ra lle le d  n e tw o rk in g  o p p o rtu n it ie s  
a s  w e ll a s  a c c e s s  to  a ll th e  
b e n e f its  o f c o m in g  to g e th e r  to  
le a rn  a n d  s h a re .

Networking
ALIA groups present and 

m an age  a  vast array of networking 
events to enab le  members to 
co n n ect with others in the industry, 
both locally and nationally. These 
events give you acce ss  to a  network 
of peers and  provide a  platform to 
show case and share your expertise.

Networking is a  va luab le
activity, particularly for individuals who are members of a  large 
organisation but who m ay b e  isolated either geograph ica lly , 
and for professionals who are part of a  small staff or one or 
two. Networking gives you the opportunity to share information, 
provide (an d  get) support, and to learn w hat others are doing 
in their libraries.

A cce ss to professional 
developm ent

Group professional developm ent events c a n  offer you 
great value for m oney professional developm ent (PD) 
opportunities too, often free or at a  very low cost. Groups'

PD events are 
frequently the 
ideal PD for our 
members, offering 
virtually customised 
sub-sector specialist 
events with the 
co nven ien ce  of 
local venues. The 
volunteer Group 
Com m ittees put in 
a  lot of d ed icated  
hard work to 
present these PD 
events. As active  

practitioners themselves, they understand w hat you w ant in 
terms of a rea  of p ractice  or locality.

A cce ss to information
Your ALIA groups also provide acce ss  to information on their 

Groups' pages, blogs, social m edia and  elists. The information 
provided ranges from simply sharing event information relevant 
to the sector, to providing free reports and publications. O ne 
exam ple of the great reports accessib le  on the ALIA website 
is the Health and  Librarianship W orkforce and  Education : 
Research  to Plan the Future final report, m ade ava ilab le  by the 
Health Libraries Australia Group.

Another fantastic exam ple of information sharing com es 
from Molly Tebo, a  com m ittee m em ber of ALIA West Group, 
who used Twitter at her state's National Advisory Congress 
using a  smart board . This extended the conversation to those 
who couldn't m ake it to the event and g ave  them access to 
updates of the event.

Here's w hat Molly had to say about using social m edia to 
enab le  more members to participate in the m eeting: "Twitter 
is a  wonderful tool for extending conversations beyond people 
who are physically present. At the WA ALIA National Advisory 
Congress, peop le who couldn't be there. and  even people 
from interstate. could follow w hat w as happening and ask 
questions via Twitter. This led to a  workshop on the Future of 
the Profession that w as more interactive and accessib le  to a 
greater num ber of peop le".

I t ’s easy to start an ALIA group. 
It do esn ’t matter whether you 
are in a rural or central location, 
and it c a n  b e  done for nearly 
any special or sector focus.

How to join or start a group
It's easy to join or start an ALIA group. To see the full list and 

co n tact details for all our groups, ch e ck  out the website at 
www.alia.org.au/our-com m unities/alia-groups.

Starting a  group is easy too. It doesn't m atter w hether you 
are in a  rural or central location, and it can  be done for nearly 
any specia l or sector focus. So if you h ave  a  specia l interest, or 
would like to crea te  a  new group for your region all you have  
to do is co n tact m e, and I can  help you get started.

Em ily  P e te rs
ALIA Groups Coordinator
groups@alia.org.au

21st - 22nd November, 2013
Southbank Institute of Technology

Brisbane
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