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FACING THE FUTURE
The ALIA Future of the Profession 

Board project continues to build 
m omentum. Following the 2013 National 
Advisory 
Congress 
(NAC) 
meetings 
around the 
nation, ALIA 
will host the 
Future of the 
Profession 
Summit next 
month in 
Sydney to
discuss the outcom es and concerns 
raised along with fe e d b ack  from the 
discussion p ap er posted on the ALIA 
Futures wiki at aliafutures.wikispaces. 
com .

The key ob jective of the Summit is to 
provide an opportunity for library leaders 
to define w hat our public-facing position 

should be on 
the future of 
the profession 
and how this 
should inform 
ALIA's strategies, 
policies and 
activities in 2014 
and beyond.

Sizeable 
attendances at 
this year's NAC

meetings and workshops are a  c lea r 
demonstration of members' concern  
and motivation to, as President Julie R ae  
writes in her Frontline column this month, 
"d ec id e  w hat future w e w ant for libraries

and the professionals who work in this 
sector and then go out and build that 
future".

C h an g e  is a  constant factor for library 
and information professionals along 
with everyone else. It can  be positive, 
delivering im proved skills, resources and 
knowledge, and  it can  be challenging, 
in that econom ic reality plus improved 
technology often increases the pressure 
on institutions and  organisations to 
reduce costs. ALIA's role in this future, as 
the discussion p ap er says, is "to support 
our members through the changes 
that lie ah e ad  and  to strive for the 
best possible outcom es, rem em bering, 
alw ays, that together w e  are stronger".

^ \ L IA ’s role is to 
support our members, 
remembering that 
together we are stronger.

W e  B e l i e v e i n  L i b r a r i e s

When you begin planning, renovating or simply 
changing the feel of your library, wouldn't it be a 
comfort to know that the people you're speaking
with speak your language, support your vision and 
are really willing to work with you.

At Kingfisher, "We Believe in Libraries!"
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?

What do you think? Have your 
say ahead of the Future of the 
Profession Summit. You can 
comment anytime until the end of 
October 2013.

• Attend your local NAC workshop

• Become a wiki editor at 
aliafutures.wikispaces.com/home

• Email advocacy@alia.org.au

• Join the discussion on ALIA's 
Facebook page and through 
Twitter #aliafutures
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IN REPLY
"T h e  g o ld e n  a g e  o f in fo rm a t io n  
is c o m in g , th e  q u e s t io n  is 
w h e th e r  o r n o t to d a y 's  lib ra ry  
a n d  in fo rm a t io n  p ro fe ss io n a ls  
c a n  m a k e  it th e ir  o w n ."

So says the ALIA discussion pap er 
on the Future of the Profession. 
Libraries Alive! Director and 
long-standing ALIA m em ber Ian 
M cCallum  is just one respondent to 
the discussion.

Ian writes, "The recent history 
of libraries is the history of the 
technology they em b race , and this 
is not likely to chang e . In just 50 years 
the library profession has progressed 
from trained intermediaries needed  
for specialised searching if anything  
w as to be found, to trained 
intermediaries n eeded  in case  
everyth ing  is found".

"In less than half a  century 
libraries have  becom e 
com puterised, but not autom ated . 
Face-to-face  co n tact with

customers remains important, but 
increasingly such co n tact is filtered 
through social m edia."

Ian believes the golden ag e  
of information will require better

He concludes with 
recom m endations to ensure 
practitioners and  teachers have 
up to date  technology skills, to 
continue to heavily promote the

value of libraries in the

I n less than half a century, 
libraries have become 
computerised, but not 
automated.

promotion of organisation skills, 
"b ecause  peop le will think that if 
they run a  G oogle search they can  
navigate  the big d a ta  world solo. 
The NBN will be a  two-edged sword 
here: it will greatly improve access , 
and multiply the opportunities for 
information overload."

context of enabling 
digital literacy, using 
the NBN as a  reason 
for upgrading library 
services nationally 
by positioning 
this as a  w a y  to 
sustain com petitive 
ad van tag e , and to 
bring out the voices 
of library users through 

channels such as social m edia and 
interest groups, with the goal of 
"increasing the proportion of library 
users to total catchm ent population 
in order to ‘h ard en ’ libraries against 
arbitrary funding cuts".

L I B R A R I E S  A U S T R A L I A  
F O R U M  2 0 1 3

W h a t  I t  M e a n s  t o  B e  i n  T h e  C l o u d

Thursday 31 October 
9 am-4.30 pm
University of Melbourne, Law Building 106, Theatre GM15 
Cost: $200

Enquiries/Registration

nla.gov.au/librariesaustralia/news-events/forum/2013-forum/ 
or 1800 026 155.

Registrations close Wednesday 16 October.
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