
L U  R E E S  A R C H I V E S
A  W O R L D  C L A S S  T R E A S U R Y  O F  

A U S T R A L I A N  C H I L D R E N ’ S  L I T E R A T U R E

W h e n  A L i A  w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r  a p e r m a n e n t  

h o m e  f o r  a f r a m e d  s i g n e d  2 0 0 6  N a t i o n a l  

S i m u l t a n e o u s  S t o r y t i m e  p o s t e r  o f  t h e  b o o k  

Goodnight Me b y  A n d r e w  D a d d o ,  t h e  Lu R e e s  A r c h i v e s  

w a s  t h e  n a t u r a l  c h o i c e .  T h e  A r c h i v e  g r a c i o u s l y  a c c e p t e d .

T h e  Lu R e e s  A r c h i v e s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  c a n b e r r a  in  1 9 7 4  

b y  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  B o o k  c o u n c i l  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  h a s  b u i l t  

a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  r e n o w n e d  c o l l e c t i o n  b a s e d  o n  t h e  

g e n e r o u s  d o n a t i o n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  i t e m s .  F r o m  t h e  

h u m b l e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  Lu R e e s 's  p e r s o n a l  c o l l e c t i o n ,  

h o u s e d  in  h e r  o w n  h o m e ,  t o  i ts  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  a t  

t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  c a n b e r r a  L ib ra ry ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  n o w  

i n c l u d e s  o v e r  2 0 ,0 0 0  b o o k s .  A  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  

c o l l e c t i o n  is t h e  2 4 0 0  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  c h i l d r e n ' s  

b o o k s  in  o v e r  5 3  l a n g u a g e s .

A u t h o r s  a n d  i l l u s t r a t o r s  g e n e r o u s l y  g i v e  m a n u s c r i p t s  a n d  

a r t w o r k s ,  A u s t r a l i a n  p u b l i s h e r s  d o n a t e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n ' s  b o o k s  w h e n  t h e y  a re  p u b l i s h e d ,  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  

c o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k  f o r  h o u r s  a n d  h o u r s  t o  c a t a l o g u e ,  

p r e s e r v e  a n d  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  t o  t h i s  n a t i o n a l  t r e a s u r e .

t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  A r c h i v e  is t o  p r o v i d e  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  

s t u d e n t s ,  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  p u b l i s h e d  A u s t r a l i a n

c h i l d r e n ' s  b o o k s ,  b u t  a ls o  w i t h  as m u c h  c o n t e x t  a n d  as 

m a n y  r e s o u r c e s  as p o s s i b l e  t o  e n r i c h  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  f r o m  

t h e  a r c h i v e s  r e p o s i t o r y  -  i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  v e r y  p r e c i o u s  

a n d  r a r e  i t e m s .

T h e  A L i A  p o s t e r  Goodnight me p r o m o t i n g  N a t i o n a l  

S i m u l t a n e o u s  S t o r y  t i m e  is an  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  w i d e r  

c o n t e x t  t o  A u s t r a l i a n  c h i l d r e n 's  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  A r c h i v e  

p r o v i d e s  t h r o u g h  i ts  e x t e n s i v e  c o l l e c t i n g .  R e s e a rc h e r s  

all o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  h a v e  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  

r e c o r d s  i n d e x e d  a t  t h e  A r c h i v e  f o r  A u s t l i t :  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  

A u s t r a l i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  s t o r y t e l l i n g  d a t a b a s e .

T h e  A r c h i v e  i n c l u d e s  t h e  p e r s o n a l  p a p e r s  o f  m a n y  

f a m o u s ,  a n d  n o t  s o  f a m o u s ,  A u s t r a l i a n  c h i l d r e n ' s  a u t h o r s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  S h a u n  T a n ,  P ix ie  O ' H a r r i s ,  B o b  G r a h a m ,  J a c k ie  

F r e n c h ,  i s o b e l l e  c a r m o d y ,  H e s b a  B r i n s m e a d ,  H a z e l  

E d w a r d s  a n d  t h e  l is t  g o e s  o n .

E m e r i t u s  P r o f e s s o r  B e l l e  A l d e r m a n ,  H o n o r a r y  D i r e c t o r  

o f  t h e  Lu R e e s  A r c h i v e  s in c e  1 9 9 0 ,  p r o v i d e s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  

e x a m p l e  o f  a d e d i c a t e d  c a r e e r  ' o u t s i d e  t h e  l i b r a r y ' ;  

w h i l e  t e a c h i n g  f u t u r e  l i b r a r y  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t s  

as H e a d  o f  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  c a n b e r r a s  S c h o o l  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t ,  B e l l e  i n s p i r e d  m a n y  p e o p l e  

t o  p u r s u e  t h e i r  p a s s i o n  f o r  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e .
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W e ' r e  a l r e a d y  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  

iN C iT E 's  J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y  is s u e  

a n d  w e ' d  l ik e  t o  s t a r t  2 0 1 4  w i t h  

s o m e  o f  y o u r  n e w  Y e a r  r e s o lu t i o n s .  

W h a t  a re  y o u  p l a n n i n g  t o  g i v e  u p  o r  

t a k e  u p  n e x t  y e a r?  W e ' d  lo v e  t o  h e a r  

-  i n c i t e @ a l ia . o r g . a u

A n d  d o  y o u  k n o w  a h i p s t e r  l i b r a r ia n ?  

W e ' r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  p h o t o s ,  s t o r ie s ,  o u t  

o f  t h e  b o x  e m a i l  a d d r e s s e s  a n d  z a n y  

T w i t t e r  h a s h ta g s ,  t a t t o o s ,  u k u le le s ,  

a n d  all t h a t  c r e a t i v e  e n e r g y .  W e  w a n t  

t o  t r a c k  i t  d o w n  a n d  g i v e  i t  s o m e  

p r o f i l e  -  i n c i t e @ a l ia . o r g . a u

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  C a n b e r r a  C e n t e n a r y ,  t h e  Lu R e e s  A r c h i v e  

is s u p p o r t i n g  S h o w c a s e :  t h e  S e c o n d  a n n u a l  F e s t i v a l  o f  

C h i l d r e n ' s  L i t e r a t u r e  in  O c t o b e r  a n d  N o v e m b e r .  A L i A  

H o u s e  is a ls o  a v e n u e  f o r  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  

c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e .  ( S e e  b e l o w  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s . )

T o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  Lu R e e s  A r c h i v e s  v is i t  t h e  

w e b s i t e :  w w w . c a n b e r r a . e d u . a u / l u r e e s .

DIANA RICHARDS
Director O perations, A L iA  
diana.richards@alia.org.au

Join your fellow fans of children’s literature at Showcase: The Second Annual Festival of Children’s Literature.
This event will run from 1 October to 15 November at a range of venues around Canberra, including ALIA House, the University of Canberra, the National Library of Canberra and ACT’s public libraries. The program aims to explore and celebrate imaginative work for children created by Canberra and District writers, illustrators and publishers and includes sessions with Garth Nix, Morris Gleitzman, Jackie French, Nina Rycroft and Nick Bland.
For more information, visit www.canberra.edu.au/showcase.

W e B e lieve  in L ib raries
When you begin planning, renovating or simply 
changing the feel of your library, wouldn't it be a 
comfort to know that the people you're speaking 
with speak your language, support your vision and 
are really willing to work with you.

At Kingfisher, " W e  B e l i e v e  in  L i b r a r i e s ! "

Ravenswood School for Girls Library

Kingfisher LibraryTM is certified to Australian Standards

P: 1300 300 369
W: kingfisherlibrary.com.au
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