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VICE-PRESIDENT 
ALIA is pleased to announce that Patricia Genat has been 
declared elected as the next Vice-President (President-elect) 
of ALIA. She will assume the role following the ALIA Annual 
General Meeting on 20 May 2015 until 2016, when she will 
become President. 

Currently the Managing Director of ALS Library Services, 
Patricia has been part of the book industry in various 
guises for most of her adult working life and says she still 
loves it. Her professional career began with teaching, then 
librarianship, then bookselling and publishing and finally back 
to libraries, only this time as a supplier. She is excited about 
the digital opportunities we have this century, but mindful 
that education and access to books and reading skills is still 
the most important gift of equality we can give any child 
anywhere. She plans to work hard to ensure that Australians 
protect and develop the privilege of open access to the world 
through their local library.

Further information about Patricia can be found on the ALIA 
website at www.alia.org.au/elections. 

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 
Three candidates have nominated for the ALIA Board for 
2015–2017, and an election will now take place. Opposite 
are their statements for the election and full candidate 
information can be found on the website at  
www.alia.org.au/elections. 

Successful candidates will take their place on the Board 
following the ALIA Annual General Meeting that will be held 
on 20 May 2015.

HOW TO VOTE 
An independent election specialist has been appointed to 
manage the election process. All current financial Members 
are eligible to vote, with voting open from 10 March through 
to 10 April 2015. Instructions for casting an internet vote will 
be emailed to each member by the election company. If you 
do not have an email address registered with ALIA, you will 
receive your voting material by mail.

YOUR ASSOCIATION. YOUR OPPORTUNITY.  
YOUR TIME TO VOTE.

Patricia Genat: Incoming ALIA Vice-President.
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ALIA AGM 
The 2015 ALIA Annual General Meeting will take place on Wednesday 20 May 2015. For information regarding 
rules of meetings, proposal of motions to the meeting and meeting details, visit the website at  
www.alia.org.au/annual-general-meetings.

FIONA EMBERTON 
My career in libraries began 30 years ago and my passion 
for the profession continues in my work future-proofing 
information services across many sectors internationally. 
My focus is on strengthening services’ ability to maintain 
their core values of learning, access and community while 
responding to the massive shifts in technology and customer 
expectation. I’m energised by the prospect of supporting 
ALIA and its Members to build on the work to date, 
particularly in strengthening ALIA membership appeal and 
value, improving ALIA’s financial viability and ensuring we 
have the capacity to thrive as a profession into the future 
through solid advocacy.

EVELYN WOODBERRY 
A strong professional association benefits all Members by 
providing a basis for advocacy and professional support. 
Changes in the technological and policy environments pose 
challenges to the profession which benefit from a centralised 
response to government, to which ALIA is well placed to 
respond. Strong leadership and management are crucial for 
the sustainability of the association.

The provision of information resources and tools which can 
be used in response to issues which arise in school, public, 
university, special libraries and other areas which employ 
information professionals, can provide assistance with the 
individual challenges faced in the workplace.

GHYLÈNE PALMER 
Ghylène is keen on mentoring new graduates and leading 
them forward in the profession, sharing best practices, 
principles, service experience, and instilling the values that 
support and advance our profession. Ghylène would like to 
create more awareness of the role of ALIA in the industry and 
most of all engage and empower ALIA Members by creating 
positive change in the industry and providing value-related 
opportunities for its Members.

Ghylène would like the opportunity to contribute to the 
Association at a national level and wants to advocate for the 
vital role of libraries in institutions and society in general. 

THE CANDIDATES 


