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The Book 
Thief

Bridge of Clay

Did the success of The Book Thief make it possible for 
you to take greater risks with Bridge of Clay?

the risks that needed taking – not least just writing the book 

You’ve had the idea for Bridge of Clay for a long time. 
How closely does the completed novel resemble your 
early ideas? Were there things you wanted to include 
that you had to leave out?

There are always regrets about what’s been chipped away, 

central idea has remained the same: a boy who wants to build a 

outrageous names (a mule named Achilles and a pigeon named 
Telemachus, among others). Either way, it’s good to have regrets 

This is Clay’s story, but it’s told by his oldest brother 
Matthew. Why was he the right person to tell this story?

process – which is quite staggering, really. Talk about killing your 

It feels fair to say that when we read a Markus Zusak 
book, someone is probably going to get punched. What 

Possibly the greatest question I’ve ever been asked! It’s 

Do you ever re-read books? Is there a book you’ve gone 
back to again and again?

Rereading books is how I became a writer. I’ve always 
slightly disagreed with people who advocate reading widely as 

and that’s how I learned not only what I loved, but how I could 

Books I’ve reread countless times are What’s Eating Gilbert 
Grape, My Brother Jack, The Bell Jar, Rumble Fish, Wonder 
Boys, The Half Brother

Did you grow up using libraries? Is there a memory that 
stands out for you?

Shoeless Joe, which I 
loved and reread, and made me want to write books that 
made us see the world in a way we recognised but delivered 
in a lyrical way.  
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