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despite the inherent value they provide to our communities. 
Between 2000 and 2018 visits to public libraries have increased 
by 8 million – to 35 million visits per year – however, the 

368 public libraries. By 2018 that proportion had decreased to 

in Australia.

programs and services over the past 40 years. 

comprehensively laid out objectives, key targets, audiences 
and messaging. The committee determined that the two 

model that is sustainable’. Robert Knight, ALIA Vice-President 

Our Libraries Committee and has acted as a campaign 
spokesperson since the initiative was launched.

(representing knowledge) emanates, sought to portray 
public libraries as institutions that were highly valued by the 

government support.  
The strategy to educate local councils about the 

research into community attitudes toward public libraries. 

help in spreading the message to their communities and 

council, library, and community support to call on all political 
parties to commit to the campaign’s objective in the lead up 

 published by the Sydney Morning Herald. The 
Renew Our Libraries campaign quickly gained steam. In quick 

campaign and it soon became clear that public libraries hold 

signed up to support the 
campaign and the Renew Our Libraries messages reached 
over 140,000 people on social media. 
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(Waverley Council and Local Government NSW Treasurer); Cr 
Linda Scott (City of Sydney Council and Local Government NSW 

Dallas Tout (Deputy Mayor of Wagga Wagga City Council and 
NSW Public Libraries Association President)

It’s time to 
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local newspapers and additional online news stories with 

undertaken multiple radio interviews and participated in 
several regional TV news segments.

were elected to government in 2019 they would supply an 

and supporters were being heard by announcing a $60 

government cash injection into the public library network 

underinvestment.

delivering on the Renew Our Libraries challenge to double 

made a commitment to addressing the second objective 

initial commitments that the campaign has achieved, we 

as soon as possible. The greater our unity, the greater our 

The politicians are listening, and while much has been 
achieved, much more remains to be done. Together we 
remain deeply committed to ensuring that this historical 

we may renew our libraries.  

RENEW OUR LIBRARIES

renewourlibraries.com.au
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