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D
On 15 August 1968 in the nation’s capital, Parliamentary 

– marble, granite, bronze, slate, and copper – which remind 

within our walls.
But those traditional materials also belie the ever-

the walls, and the enormous changes in how we connect 
Australian communities with their national collection. And 
indeed in who we are serving, and how we can add value to 
their lives.

In thinking about how to celebrate the building’s 50th 
birthday, these changes were very much in our minds. Our 
1968: Changing Times

into our building, there are 60 people using our digital 

collections that are used daily, we also know that Australia’s 

Australians throughout this anniversary year – not so much to 
commemorate 50 years in the building, but to communicate 

digital collections are reaching Australians in every city, town, 
and outback property, giving us the opportunity to serve 
Australians who may never be able to visit in us in person. 

very, very large continent. 

CELEBRATING 
50 YEARS 
in the National Library of 
Australia building

Visitors at the National Library of Australia Open Day in August 
2018. Photos by Craig Mackenzie.
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 would 

begin with welcomes to country by the traditional custodians 

 
would be delivering digitised newspapers in numerous 

Papua New 
Guinea Post-Courier Fiji Times  
A voz de Timor

Day, hungry to know more about their national library and 
their national collections. 

in 1981 to Trove, which – in 2018 – is nearing its 10th birthday 

connect communities with collections. And we collaborate with 

Dream library takes shape: Sir 
Robert Menzies and the building of the National Library of 
Australia

Here’s to the National Library of Australia of 2068.  

DR MARIE-LOUISE AYRES 
Director-General 
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