
MEMBER AND SECTOR NEWS

After attending the World Library and Information 
Congress in Kuala Lumpur this year, KERRY 
SMITH compiled this report.

There was a great representation of Australian delegates 

at the World Library and Information Congress (WLIC) in 

Kuala Lumpur (KL), with over 50 names on the published 

contact list. The attendance was no doubt assisted by the 

proximity of KL to Australia and for once the Australians 

in attendance were not the ones to complain about the 

distance travelled. 

Even more impressive than the attendance numbers 

is the role that Australian librarians are playing at IFLA 

with Christine Mackenzie as the IFLA President-Elect; Vicki 

McDonald as Chair of IFLA Division 1 – Library Types; Eve 

Woodberry as Chair of Copyright and Other Legal Matters; 

and Kerry Smith as Convenor of the Special Interest Group 

on Library History. Other Australian colleagues also play 

vital roles including: Jan Richards, who Chairs the Public 

Libraries Section; Margaret Allen, Chair of the Elending 

Working Group; Dr Gaby Haddow who is a member of the 

Library Theory & Research Section; Jayshree Mamtora who 

is a committee member of the Academic and Research 

Libraries Section; Gillian Hallam as Co-Chair of Continuing 

Professional Development and Workplace Learning 

(CPDWL); Judy Brooker as a Standing Committee Member 

Australians at 
IFLA KUALA 
LUMPUR 2018

of the Management of Library Associations Section; Steven 

Miller who is involved with the Art Libraries section; and a 

number of others.

So, I thought I would gather some feedback from a 

few of the attendees to compile the take-aways from the 

conference for all ALIA Members. 

Eve Woodberry: Attending the IFLA Congress in KL  

was a delight, due mainly to the ease of access to Australia. 

As Chair of the Copyright and Other Legal Matters advisory 

committee, the Congress was very busy for me. Chairing 

meetings left little time for other activities.  I would like 

to highlight the session outlining the Elending Linkage 

Grant project presented by Dr Rebecca Giblin, which was 

live streamed (bit.ly/2UiOpgW). The number of attendees 

at KL bodes well for the 2020 conference in New Zealand 

(NZ) which will be the next opportunity to show library 

developments in Australia and NZ.

Amelia McKenzie: I hadn’t been to an IFLA conference 

for quite a while, after a period of involvement as an office 

holder on the Regional Standing Committee. Back then 

it was one of the best experiences of my working life to 

meet fellow professionals from all over the world, share 

ideas, make connections and contribute to the shared 

enterprise that is international librarianship. So, I found 

it refreshing and just a little inspiring to dip back into the 

standing committee meetings and reconnect with IFLA 

business, go to several presentations and meet up with 

counterparts, some planned and others a pleasant surprise. 

It is impressive to see how many Australian colleagues are 

actively involved in IFLA. There are so many in fact that 

the traditional ALIA reception for Australian attendees was 

packed out and was a great way to connect before the 

conference got into full swing.
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From first timers:
Han Lee: As a first timer to the recent IFLA conference,  

I got the opportunity to see how passionate and motivated 

librarians around the world are with their profession. It was 

an inspiration to hear from librarians on how they were able 

to carry out their outreach programmes, especially those 

who are serving the remote and hard to reach communities. 

I was extremely grateful to have the opportunity to co-write 

a paper with Dr Gaby Haddow for the conference on my 

research on artists’ information seeking behaviour. As for 

my paper presentation, it was a nerve-wracking experience 

to deliver what I wanted to say in front of so many other 

librarians. I can now certainly strike it off my bucket list.  

I would strongly encourage other librarians to attend and 

experience an IFLA conference if the chance ever arises.

Shane Dowling: I attended WLIC this year for the first time.  

I was privileged to receive support from the State Library 

and Public Libraries Western Australia through the Kay 

Poustie Scholarship (bit.ly/2U5Uc9n). The bursary I received, 

along with the support from my employer, the City of 

Swan made my attendance possible. The first session I 

attended was designed especially for first timers and it was 

very useful to hear lots of good advice about how best to 

navigate the conference. It was inspirational to be able to 

spend a week with over 3,000 other Librarians, all of whom 

had a very united vision. ‘I am a passionate public librarian!’ 

was my favourite quote of the week from the current 

President of IFLA, Glòria Pérez-Salmerón, as I am one too. 

I look forward to attending future conferences, and highly 

recommend WLIC to anyone who may be considering 

heading to Athens next year, or possibly jumping across the 

pond to NZ in 2020.

Six ALIA past Presidents and the current ALIA President 

attended the IFLA 2018 Conference in Kuala Lumpur and you 

can see their comments, along with many others on the ALIA 

website, which hosts this full report (bit.ly/2QHBkP4).  

KERRY SMITH FALIA AM
Convenor ALIA retirees WA
Convenoir IFLA Library History Special Interest Group
kerrylib@westnet.com.au
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