
1936. Referendum (Oonstitution Alteration). No. 61. 

3. Section six A of the Principal Act is amended-· 

(a) by inserting in paragraph (a) of sub-section (1.), after the 
word" law" (second occurring), the words" and desire 
to forward such an argument" ; 

(b) by inserting in paragraph (b) of sub-section (1.), after the 
word" law" (second occurring), the words" and desire 
to forward such an argument" ; and 

(0) by omitting from sub-section (1.) the word" nine" (wherever 
oc~urring) and inserting in its stead the word" four". 

4. Section thirty-seven of the Principal Act is amended by omitting 
all the words after the word "transmitted" and inserting in their 
stead the words" at the rates set out in paragraph (a) of Part n. of 
the Second Schedule to the Post and Telegraph Rates Act 1902-1931 
if the telegrams are transmitted from one State to another State, and 
at the rates set out in paragraph (b) of Part n. of that Schedule for 
telegrams within any State if the telebrrams are transmitted within 
any State". 

NATIONAljITY. 

No. 62 of 1936. 

An Act to amend the Nationality A et 1920-1930. 

[Assented to 1st December, 1936.] 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate, 
and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Australia, as follows :--

1.-(1.) This Act may be cited as the Nationality Act 1936. 

(2.) The Nationality Act 1920-1930* is in this Act referred to as 
the Principal Act. 

(3.) The Principal Act, as amended by this Act, may be cited as 
the Nationality Act 1920-1936. 

2. This Act shall cOIilmence on a date to be fixed by Proclamation. 

3. The Principal Act is amended as set out in the Schedule to 
this Act. 

4. Section five of the Principal Act is amended by omitting 
the definition of "The Minister" . 

• Act No. 48,1920, as amended by No. 24, 1922 ; No. 10, 1925; and No~ 0, 1930. 
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5. Section seventeen of the Principal Act is amended-

(a) by omitting from sub-section (2.) the words" Any power 
which, under" and inserting in their stead the words" The 
power which, under sub-section (4.) of section seven of"; 
and 

(b) by adding at the end thereof the following sub-section :-

" (3.) Any other power which, under Part n. of the 
British Act, is exercisable by the Secretary of State, shall 
be vested in and exercisable by the Minister.". 

6. Section eighteen of the Principal ·Act is repealed and the 
following section inserted in its stead :-

"18.--(1.) Subject to the provisions of this section, the wife 
of a British subject shall be deemed to be a British subject, and the 
wife of an alien shall be deemed to be an alien. 

" (2.) Where a woman has (\vhether before or after the commence
ment of this Act) married an alien, and was immediately before her 
marriage a British subject, she shall not, by reason only of her 
marriage, be deemed to have ceased to be a British subject unless, 
by reason of her marriage, she acquired the nationality of her husband. 

"(3.) Where a man has, during the continuance of his marriage, 
ceased (whether before or after the commencement of this Act) to be 
a British subject, his wife shall not, by reason only of that fact, be 
deemed to have ceased to be a British subject unless, by reason of 
the acquisition by her husband of a new nationality, she also acquired 
that nationality. 

"(4.) Where a man ceases, during the continuance of his marriage, 
to be a British subject and, by reason of his acquisition of a new 
nationality, his wife also acquires that nationality, she may, whether 
her marriage is still continuing or not, within one year from the date 
on which she so acquired lOuch nationality, or within such further 
time as the Minister in special circumstances allows, make a 
declaration that she desires to retain British nationality, and there
upon she shall be deemed to have remained a British subject. 

"(5.) 'Where, after the thirty-first day of March, One thousand 
nine hundred and thirty-seven, a certificate of naturalization is 
granted to an alien, his wife, if she is not n,lready a British subject, 
shall not be deemed to be a British subject, unless, within one year 
from the date of such eertificate, or within such further time as the 
Minister in special circumstances allows, she makes a declaration 
that she desires to acquire British nationality. 

"(6.) Where an alien is a subject of a state at war with His Majesty, 
it shall be lawful fOLhis wife, if she was a natural-born British subject, 
to make a declaration -that she desires to resume British nationality, 
and thereupon the Minister, if he is satisfied that it is 
desirable that she be permitted to do so, may grant her a certificate 
of naturalization.". 



1936. Nationality. No. 62. 

7. After section eighteen of the Principal Act the following 
section is inserted :-

" 18A.-(1.) This section shall apply to every woman who at the 
time of her marriage to an alien, whether before or after the com
mencement of this section, was a British subject and who, by reason 
of her marriage, has acquired the nationality of her husband: 

"(2.) Any woman to whom this section applies, whether her 
marriage is still continuing or not, may-

(a) in the case of a woman married to an alien before the com
mencement of this section, at any time within twelve 
months after the commencement of this section, 

(b) m the case of a woman married to an alien after the com
mencement of this section, within twelve months after the 
date of her marriage, or 

(0) m either case, at such later time as the Minister in special 
circumstances allows, 

make a declaration in the prescribed form and manner that she 
desires to retain while in Australia or any Territory the rights of a 
British subject, and thereupon she shall, within Australia or any 
Territory, be entitled to all political and other rights, powers, and 
privileges, and be subject to all obligations, duties and liabilities, to 
which a natural-born British subject is entitled or subject.". 

8. Section thirty-four of the Principal Act is amended by 
inserting in sub-section (1.) after the word" issued" the words" under 
this Act or ". 

THE SCHEDULE. 

Al\1ENDl\1ENTS TO THE PIUNCIP AL ACT. 

S"ct~1 Amendment. 

7 Omit" Governor·General " (wherever occurring), insert" Minister". 
8 Omit" Governor-General ., (wherever occurring), insert" Minister". 
{) Onlit " Goyernor-Gcneral ", insert" JHinister ". 

10 Omit" Governo[,·Generai " (wherever oceurring), insert" Minister". 
11 Omit" Governor-General". insert .. Minister". 
12 Omit .. Governor-General" (wherever occurring in sub-sections (1.), (2.), 

(3.), (4.), (7) and (8.) ). insert" Minister". 
1:~ Omit" Governor-General" (wherever occurring), insert" ]\Iinister ". 
18 Olnit " Governor-Genera.l ", insert" l\1iuistel' ". 
27 Ornit " Governor-General", inHert " l\'linistcr ". 
28 Omit" Governor-General ", insert" :-Ilinister". 
29 Onlit" Governor-General " (first occurring), insert" IHinister". 
34 Omit" G-Dver110I'-Gcnol'al )', insert" .Minister )'. 
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